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2nd Council M eeting Minutes

Date:  April 12, 2016 (Tuesday)
Time:  7:30 p.m.
Venue: Unit 1103, 11/F, East Ocean Centre, 98 GlfariRoad, TST, KLN, HK

Present: _Officers:
Derek Zen — President (DZ)
Leo Cheung — Vice President (LC)
Pearlie Chan — Secretary (PC)
Christopher Leung - Treasurer (CL)

Council members:
Charlie Lee (XL)
Crystal Tang (CT)
John Tsang (JT)
KF Mak (KF)
Louis Tam (LT)
Tony Lau (TL)
WK Lai (WK)

Apologies:
Council members:
Ronald Hui (RH)




Item

Content

When

Action

Adopted minutes of last meeting.

Matters raised in last meeting (by minutes order):

)

)

i)

ii)

iv)

Financial Affairs:

)

Internal Affairs:

)

Registration fee for secondary school students: edod
proposed to waive the registration fee for secondahoo
students. Tournament Operations will revert whetties
arrangement will add extra woddd in terms (
administration and will report back to Council.

HKCBA affiliated members:During last AGM, one of th
member suggested HKCBA to consider having affiti
member associations/clubs as it might be helpfulgtting
sponsorships from govement. LC will form a committee
check if other clubs have interest to be our atid membe
and what benefits HKCBA can provide them.

PC to follow up on the commitment letter for the didBridge
Game

World Youth Championships: JT proposed HKD6500sidy,
for each youth representative plus incentive (iéythcar
qualify, each will get an extra HKD1000, if theyncante
final each will get an extra HKD500), the proposa
agreeable by Council. JT will be NPC and Councikad tq
subsidize him HKD1600. It is also suggested that the y(
team representatives should look for fund raising.

Equipment pre-order list: CT to provide the preler list to TL
to upload on HKCBA website

Latest Bank Balance: HKD1.056 million.

HKCBA website revamp progress: The master pointtion
has been completed and tested with satisfactorytraa/ill
use May tournament data to test the tool again.membe
function is still in progress, should have somecfiom read
by endof April. Previously HKCBA agreed to pay AppGo
company HKD101,800 for the website revamp projeud
had already paid them HKD61,080, however they datla
complete the website revamp, therefore they haveeagtq
waive the remaining HKD40,720, and wiépay HKD30,00

RH, XL

LC

PC

CT, TL
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to HKCBA by Dec 2016. HKCBA has signed anof
agreement with Global Stone Consultant Co. Ltddotiaug
with the project and agreed to pay them HKD70,00®e
the job done.

ii) Board of Tournament Director: current members afe RH
andJack Lai. Proposed to add XL to the board with @ilis
endorsement.

iiiy  Director Course: will start in May. Details will kennounce
shortly. Council approved to collect HKD500 fromch
participant and refund HKD300 to them if they h

completed the lecture, practical sessions and gdkseexam.

iv)  Schedule for new bridge year: will be release at ¢nd o
April.

V) PC to issue invitation letter to Guangzhou and Mafoa the
coming Triangular Interport.

vi)  Director Fee: Director fee has not been increasedver 1(
years. Council agreed to raise the fee from HKD3%0
HKD600 per session (additional HKD60 per table tifig
more than 10 tables) starting from the new bridegry

External Affairs:
i) Intercity: no title sponsor yet
ii) APBF Congress delegates meetiRatrick Choy and Saml
Wan will attend on behalf of Hong Kong

AOB:
Nil

The next meeting will be held on May 11, 2016 (Westtay)

RH

PC




Date:

Time:

Venue:

Present:

3rd Council Meeting Minutes

May 11, 2016 (Wednesday)

7:30 p.m.

Unit 1103, 11/F, East Ocean Centre, 98 GltarRoad, TST, KLN, HK

Officers:

Derek Zen — President (DZ)

Leo Cheung — Vice President (LC)
Pearlie Chan — Secretary (PC)
Christopher Leung - Treasurer (CL)

Council members:
Charlie Lee (XL)
Crystal Tang (CT)
John Tsang (JT)
KF Mak (KF)
Louis Tam (LT)
Ronald Hui (RH)
Tony Lau (TL)
WK Lai (WK)

Item

Content When

Action

1 |Adopted minutes of last meeting.

2 |Matters raised in last meeting (by minutes order):

V) Registration fee for secondary school students: edod
proposed to waive the registration fee for secondahoo
students. ®urnament Operations proposed to co
HKD100 member fee from student and they can enjeg
pairs game at HKCBA for the bridge year (exceptlfadieg
Pairs and Mixed Pairs which we organized with LR@is
new approach will be implemented from June 1, 2016.

ii) HKCBA affiliated members:During last AGM, one of th
member suggested HKCBA to consider having affiti
member associations/clubs as it might be helpfulgtting
sponsorships from government. LC will form a contedttg
check if other clubs he interest to be our affiliated memb
and what benefits HKCBA can provide them. LC
proposed to apply for being an official member ba NSA

LC
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list. The benefit is that we can get sponsor fdemal event
from the government. The whole applicatiamd reviey
process will takes around 1-2 years.

vi)  Equipment presrder list: CT will prepare the price for ez
items and submit to CL for review before uploadirtercity
website

Financial Affairs:
ii) Latest Bank Balance: HKD1.1 million (including spomnshp
for intercity)

Internal Affairs:
vi)  HKCBA website revamp progress: testing will be parfec
on May 16 and target to launch all functions oneJiin2016
viii)  Intercity update: Currently 12 Open Teams, 1 Ladiad ]
Youth Teams registered. Still looking fotlé sponsor for th
event.

External Affairs:

iii)  World Bridge Game Ladies Team issue: Due to famélso
PC need to withdraw from the tournament. Ladiesml
committee will discuss and find 2 players to repl&C an
Charmian Koo.

AOB:

i) Bridge Course le#dt: LC has arranged the leaflets to
printed and will place at HKCBA and Intercity everdgnug
for promotion.

ii) Eating, drinking and smoking at Mariners’ Club: Tisamen
Directors to remind players not to bring in foodfi#s
(except water) to Marinersiub and that smoking in the toi
is strictly prohibited. Directors are given the laarity to
prohibit players from joining the event if they & tg
comply. TL will also put up a reminder on HKCBA vgite.

iii)  Psychic: Players are reminded not to psydaficonventiong
opening and failed to comply will be subjected nalties
Offender may be ban from playing at HKCBA events.

iv)  World Bridge Game: If there is no NPC for the regamting
teams, DZ will be the person in charge for all team

The next meeting will be held on June 8, 2016 (Vésday)

CT, LT

TL
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o AR L 2 BH 2 Y LA
Some Examples in Open Series of
Asia Bridge Open Congress 2016

S 4 Ho BTG A B, ~PHAAA 38FX& N, 1T 18 Hwfs
R, AR AL, SRR Z, EAERER, RZEL AR,
PE B Le SRR, PR A A ERZRR A, JUSEII

In April 2016, The Asia Bridge Open Congress wdsd heBeijing and there
were 38 teams in the Open Series. There wereutisofor accumulating VPs.
The result of our team was not good as we made mmestpkes. | consider that
some mistakes could have been avoided. | listbstmme typical examples
which | consider that there should not have beesunderstanding or mistakes.

(1) % 7% 7" Round, Board 13

N/AIl

A—=XO0
QDo a

o & € 1>
_|
ol

JepAn 1o, EOEVRER, FrEmARE, EEE? JAR, Wfte 10
v10, WA 4414, BEFR 1135, MINMERUREAR. FEMERZM X, 5
2 ZR YRS, SARAEAR I RS, Al AR A PG AR (T et b #E PASS
{EREMT3EAL, BIREAM, HAFIEEE, B EnRE

North opened 4. If you are East holding the above hand, would pm? | think, if
8



¢ 10 was substituted w10, with a shape of 4414 even with 11 HCPs, double is

reasonable.  In reality, he doubled. In thsRat, his bid was very aggressive.
Perhaps, he considered that he would pass anydueé by West. However, there
were many unexpected things in bridge. This tinesWdid not bid. East did not
how to handle the situation. The actual bids vesréollows:

W N E S
le Dbl Pas
Pas Rdl Pas 1v
Pas Pas Pas

AR, ST ARZIEATEE, U EE R, mTLAE 1e 2 JBHY

PRI SR, BAEMOT 1v 2R, ZPUAREHAIETE 1y e A REREE,

RIRGE, Hog— g 2, minfs, A%, e 1e, BCINT, HE2

fhdd A B ORI, A2E 1 RIINfE 22, P B fln] GE 28
—UGER], AFHEERAMZEMN, SEE 4 5.

East’s final pass was a big mistake. East shdéudk about West's hand. Why
would West have penalty passed North¥s? North” s redouble was SOS. South

bid 1v and it was your turn. Was West unable to judgettwr to doublév and so
East to decide? East must bid. If he doubledstnegth was not sufficient. East

could not bid & or INT. However, East considered that he had a minimum hand
and his double in the 1 round was already enough and so he passed. Perhaps,
it was the 1" time that he had encountered such a situation. He did not

know West’ s pass was a forcing bid. Please see the 4 hands:



N/All

o AK4

v 85

¢ AQJ42
& 983

497t
vAT43
¢ K987
& AJ

i & € >

~o,oo

O W, W
™
N

=1 XO0
O RN
— o —

n

o & € >

BRI CREAEAGEAID, i 12IMP, 53— SR JTT 4e (.

East’s pasg East should not pass caused a loss of 12 IMPs.

the other table mader4

(2) %5 1414 14" Round, Board 2

E/NS

a KT52
vAT64
¢+ AQ7
* 8¢

The East and Wes

s, ff bmig F1e, T 1v, Fff 2y, EXAMBIR. K%

o, FIFERA Y 1e, AW, —AE R UL BRI 45ke , b

) 2w JERZAT & SCFF, 0 —REENEHRIVER SR RE, AR A2 A

et NT, B 26, AR, FFERSIKAY K, 1 54,

WK 2NT,

10
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You are East, holding the above hand, opered $outh overcalled¥, partner bid
2v, North passed and it was your turn. You have tyse 2. Partner has not bic

14 nor doubled.  You may consider that Partner didhave 4 time# , his 2»
should be showing support#n  Usually, cuebid means support for partner’s. sulit
S0, your prospect should be in NT. In reality stHaid 2 , a meaningless bid.

Partner considered that you did not havstopper and bid%. If you have bid 2NT,
3NT should be easily made. Please see the 4 hands:

EINS & J/4

vJ53

¢+ K85

»JT54:
o A6 3 a KT572
v - vAT64
¢ T942 ¢ AQ7
»AKQ97: &8¢

4 Q98"

vyKQ9872

¢+J63

*--

BHolvK, HERS 28 herg C5F 23808 138y, 25 33t A, Xl
b 5aRe, KA BB EIRER e, PrUMREUESESAbRA, T
Free AAMNAIRRST 56, HINIERITL, 4 RE5C 5%, RARE LA
& 5332, WERZHAMMA, ZWRIRIREET HVE RN . BT UMRGESS
M —EEh 35k, HEMMIE v, AREA 7R, RESMGSE, E24
ARG Frlloeiks 28y, MR He Q. Eiite ZRCE R, KA
7RG 8, WAKe QEFH, FHeA, ReKXAH N, RAREILHIZ
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2335/, A REFT . WASRe K fERIR, MRATT Al BEHABITE R

o MR O E IR . #i 11IMP,

First leadv K. When you played & at trick 2 (it is better to ruff & at trick 2
1% and play a* at trick 3, you knew that North had 5 timés  As it is normal
for you to lose @ , so you must guess North’s shape correctly. Yowhav

eliminate the other suits except and throw in North in order to make»5You

can assume that North’s shape to be 5332. For sliagpe, you cannot use
elimination and thrown in to make the contract. ¥y need to guess which

other suit North would have 3 cards.  South hdsl#i, and unlikely that he

has 7 times Hs. If your guess is wrong, the cohtras of course go down.  So,
you should ruff 2 rounds of 1% If it is successful, you can use) to finesse.
Double finesse o¢ will likely fail. T he reason is that you do ncave+ 8. If

¢+ Q wins, plays A. If ¢ K does not drop, you have to assume that Northisl ha
be 2335 before you can make the contact.¢ Kfis with South, the contract

cannot be made. In practice, he double finessedt failed (the double finesse

will not succeed and lost 11 IMPs.

(3) WEHEATH*ZER T  Adeclarer play based on incomplete consideration

16#f 16" round, Board 12

WI/NS

12



THEARLFE T 3NT, EH5le2, HeK, fRe A, 55212, KX
&9 #Q, 4K 32, 5 416 BT Lo Q,

The South’s of both 2 tables declared 3NT.

Trick 1: ¢ 2, Easte K, you+¢ A.

Trick 2: #2, followed by#9,#Q and#K.
Trick 3: East returned 2.
Trick 4: a¢ to+ Q in hand

W/NS & -
vyKQ543
¢+ 9
*AT3

o A76
vy T8
* ]

&»874

85I #MRANESE, 2, TREle, wiA 34, 34 , 2
e, BEXWY, 476 18y, HEZHFERABEL, BRIE
R, RABIeE—EIT AN FHENALIE . F 5 EE
v, BENVERISNEE, HAIKEZE—Hy, 775 95
SAMAEANEl| 0 Frg A BN, 2RSS . S5E 4 50

To play is a# at trick 5 is not perfect. Yes, if you can finesse successfully,

you can win 3 tricks i, 3tricksine , and 2 tricksins. You still need to

give av in order to have @ trick. You still need to consider what will
happen if the finesse is unsuccessful. You magiden that you cannot make

13



the contact unless you can finegssuccessfully first. However, it is not true.

If you give av at trick 5, this will not affect your later finessf#, because you

must give & , in order to have the"&rick. Conversely, if the finesse #fis

not successful, you have an additional chance t@rBaIT isv A is on side and
you have an additional chance. Please see thedéha

WI/NS s K

vyKQ543

¢+ 983

& AQT?3Z
aJT6: « Q987
vy A92 vJ76
¢ T742 ¢+ K65
& 9F & KJE

o A76¢

vy T8

¢ AQJ

& 874:

TP EE S I e, RAKIR, HHTHIISA, CEARETEREK.

In practice, South played#a at trick 5 and the finesse was unsuccessful. The
defender forced ot A and 3NT could no longer be made.

(4) FEMBEFHESR  Guessing also needs luck
%5 9% 9" round, Board 13

R B AR IER, BHEENE, HAERIE, @ 17IMP,

Facing the team with the lowest ranking, our teanld only have a small win becaus
we lost 17 IMPs for this board.

14



N/AIl o QTE

vKb64

¢+TO932

&967
o K94 o AJE
v A8 vQT9752
¢ AJ74 ¢+ KQ5
& A8572 & K

o 7637

vJ3

¢+ 86

»QJIT7:

T RASHH R ET 6v B 6NT.

The East’s at both 2 tables declaredd 6NT.

AT I, Sy A, Fe, b v6, FEREEM T —. EHRIER,
R Q, Esadiy K, T—ifmy A, FTTIRAVEESRY JMFTE. 11
AAEAR, A A TER. R E R b & 2-3 S, TR
v . £F Kx, Jx, KJ, xxx, Kxx, KJx #BEEFT Al R AREF xx, Jxx 4474

e FTRIBE &R K

When our East dealt with, he ' playedy A, then another ¥, North ¥ 6, Declarer
let go and down one. At my table, declarer played ¥Q 1st lost to North’

s v K; and then he played A to knock out myv J out of my doubleton and he made t
contract. His play was reasonable.  If $hén North are 2-3 434, the contract

will be made if South’ sw¥sare Kx, Jx, KJ, xxx, Kxx, KJx. Only when South holds

15



xx or Jxx that the contract will not be made. So, the chance of making

is quite big.

(5) %5 174 17" round, Board 13

RAERERYRE  Impossible card

N/AIl o AQ2

vT9874

¢+ 8

*AJTZ
& - o KJ8E
vAKJ?2 v65
¢97632 ¢ QJ54
»KQG6: #87¢

4aTO9O764.

vQ3

¢ AKT

® 97

AR EIT 40, AR, B, BBICE 4XM, BRIOWEEITR. X

FCREMUTTT R A4, ATREMS? AE WS 1 44T, i 15IMP.

The North’s at both two tables declares,4 | sat South. Firstleadéa Evenifl
let you see the 4 hands, it is difficult for yountake the contract. Teammates let
opponents makea, Was it possible? | believe it would only be poksibsomeone

had fallen asleep. We lost 15 IMPs.

16



Zla at USBC
L5 H ., FEH Zia £ USBC 2016 37 /8, F M [E1 £ F B A R TR AR,
EMELERT 8 %4, ARAE TS H WA 5l e

In May 2016, | watched the play of Zia at USBC 201&s his partner and teammate:
did not perform well, his team only stayed amorgttip 8 in the final. You will
understand when you read the examples below:

(1) Quarter Final Board 10

E/ALL

452 s A6 4
v-- vKQ9s
+QJ765 ¢ A2
2#AQT87: 2654

Zia ALPE, MYk
Zia sat West. The bidding:

W N E S
1% Dbl
2% 29 Pas |4y
54 Pas Pas | Dbl
Pas | Pas Pas

ETleK, fre AfE(E, HvQ, FLYA, ¥HMREHFHE, HFHR, H

¢ AEF, vK#HLs,

17



Trick 1| First leade K, you stop by #A

Trick 2| You placev Q, South cover by ¥ A, a good news to you, ruffe

dummy

Trick 3|Return to hand by ¢ A

Trick 4 Usev K to discard the lag in dummy

E/ALL

o - & 64

v - vy 98
oQJ ¢ 2
*»AQT 7 &»654¢

FES5Ete, Bl FEHAHFESQ, FTEEMRM? MiEMEA 2
3ike, HIEEFGILMKe & 4-2, 50 3-34000, #BAEFT k. WISie 2 2-14)
B, SR —E.

Trick 5

Play a®, South#J, Dummy#Q

Who did you finesse? Even if South has all them3aiaing# , if North and South’s s

are 4-2 or 3-3, you can still make 5 If #s are 2-1, your is cold.

et R, dblble , e, T—. BEAFM

The finesse failed. North returne@ aand played another. 5% down 1. Please see th
4 hands:

18



E/ALL aT87¢

vJT643

+98

2#K9
452 & AG 4
9 vKQO98
+QJ765 ¢ A2
#AQT87: 2654

aKQJC

vA752

¢ KT43

&

Zia {54y, (HMAEHFTAL . —BIFRITRES ARG KB 20IMP.

X R oy — S PE AT 3 2.

Zia bid well but his partner did not play well. &het result of making and
non-making is - 20 IMPs because the West at ther aéible made® + 2.

—IH 8BATHEIMIML, 4 X2 58, Bk Zia [FIFEAL, HoAt 3 AT AL

EANHEST R 5%

A total of 8 teams played the same board. 4 teamsed at &, .

the other West’s all made the not too difficuk.5

(2) Board 30

E/NIL

aAQG s K6
vKQ932 v6

+8 ¢ AKQJ
&#A732 £#QJTO

19
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Zia ALY, SeHEny R
Zia sat West.

Please listen to the bidding first.

W N E S
le Pas

1lv 1e 2% Pass
26 Pas 3% Pas
3NT Pas ANT Pas
6% Pas Pas Pas

H5le10, BURMRAUFHIEBL EIRAGERS LT 3 ke, BMEKIRY,
AEnits 1e, URASS 3 TRe AT RERIRIKENG . P PA— € BB BRI . IR

HeQ, Fe4, YT HEAWG? JAInir

First leade 10, a friendly attack to you. However, you should platy 3 rounds o& s

immediately to discard the loser because North has previously biddnd your &

& 1] may be ruffed by South. So, you must handle thaprsuit £ You play the

#Q and Soutl®4. Should you play A from Dummy? Let us analyse first.

MBI ELK, EIbFFeK Bk, & Kxx =58, #Kxxx PUGRE;, fRi#A,
W 3 e MBEII(ELN, HReK BETIIF, FF 2Wwk). RAILFF
& Kx ZORIRIL. (RAREA —TRe, 7EIREE 3 ine By Rz, &%
i —iHe KD WRFE K, RPEIRKD, ErffeK Hik, #Kx =
0K, PR EaA WAERRERCD), B, Fdb—IL 9 BhR, FERFeK BRI RENE

R, WABRAERE AT K TR, EE 2 2 e Q, T

20



JBUNTIT R ANKIE AT B Zia (1 [F) AT LR R RITE TR, 55E 4 KW

If North has® K, if North has singletom K, # Kxx or # Kxxx and you play=A, and

then play 3 rounds @&, you can succeed (of course , if you can drogsihgleton
#K,you need to clear 2 more rounds of trump firgour plan will only fail if North

holds# Kx. (The reason is that South has anothewhich he can use to ruff yout"a
when you attempt to discard tkeloser, and you have to lose#d& at the end . If
South haseK, your finesse will of course succeed. Howevergfith holds singleton

#K or #Kx, your placing of+ A can succeed. In addition, North and South have !

HCPs in total. Who is more likely having te&? | don’t think you would regard
South havinge K more. In practice, East playedQ from hand and played small in
dummy and failed to make the contract. Why did Zrtner only know to finesse ?
Please see the 4 hands:

E/NIL 4 J8754
vA87
¢ 764
» K

1o & € 1>
QX o X
o AN o
—O

T2
vJT54
¢ T953
# 85/

S—g HIE] 5 2, #i 10 IMP.
Only 5% was bid at the other table, up 2. Zia’' team IdstMPs.

8FH A 2% 6%, 6N 58, FRiZHEAL, HAh 7 ZA R EL

Among the 8 teams, only 2 teams b#& @hile the remaining 6 teams bié 5Except
this table, all other 7 tables made the contract.

21



(3) Fysr#fE Difficult to defend

N/AIl o KQ
vy A4
¢+ 963
#QJT73
s AJT64.
vy 82
¢+ 52
& 867

8 A 7 RN EIT 4v, 1 EHHEEIT v,
The East’s of 7 out of 8 tables declared 4 The remaining East declared.3
RS, fREILEANY 188k 2%, FAY 4v .

For bidding, please assume that all North’s opei®edr 2#, and East bid+.

BHoleK, HeA, 5217 FaA, 6 3Hv8, RHEW—IK? 5
MEFBFRY 4, BHHEEZE, HERAY, BRyA b, BEGS/D—IRK
WA iR T R, iy 4 FE SN, RERNRAE — NS . X IIEFIEX

15 1088, 5HE 458,

Trick 1 First leads K, East®A

Trick 2 | 47 to Dummy’'sse A

At trick 3, ¥ 8 from Dummy. What will you place? 5 experts pglde 4, perhaps

because they thought that Declarer, in additionAo should lack at least one other

honor when he played small from Dummy. So, thegquile 4 to let Declarer guess.
However, no one guessed wrongly and all Declarers 10 tricks without difficulty.

22



Let's see the 4 hands:

N/AIl o KQ

v A4

¢+ 963

#QJT73
s AJT64. & 87
v82 vyKJT9765
¢ 52 ¢ AK
& 86 < & A9

& 95¢

vQ3

¢+ QJT874

& K5

A2 ME YA, BHEK. —HHUE 118, 18« 1HvA, &H 13848

THRE Rt S o

Only 2 experts played A and defeated the contract. The defenders woickét 1

e, 1%, 1vA, and 1 trick from trump promotion.
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AreYou Up to The Task?

Samuel Wan

The Interport Trial has always been a popular esedtthis year is no exception — a staggering
number of fifteen teams have registered, perhapstathe fact that it is Hong Kong’s turn to
host the tournament, a few days before the Intgrearnival.

The competing teams are to play a complete roubah reith eight boards per round. Your
team suffers a mediocre start and this is the 8#hsion. Earlier in the set, your side gained
two substantial swings — firstly, you stole a ra#on 3NT vulnerable when opponents could
cash five tricks off the top and, on the subsequmdrd, right-sided a vulnerable 3NT,
although you cannot be absolutely sure of the gairtkis point. You need to do well in this
crucial board to protect the sizeable lead.

Board 3, S/EW - you hold as West this ensemble:

a A

v J105

+ AQ97
* QJ753

South (RHO) opens 1INT first in hand, promising #24cps and you choose to double,
showing 14+ hcps. North (LHO) passes, which foropsner to redouble. Partner passes
nonchalantly and South goes into the think tankerfavally he emerges with a bid o?,2
ostensibly 5 cards, taking your side off the hamkthe time being. LHO then comes to life and
leaps to #, ending the auctiowWhat would you lead?

kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkhkkkhkkkkkkkkhkkhkkhkkhkkkhkkkkkkkkhkkkkkkhkkkkk *kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk

Don't tell me you select theA. Partner rates to be entry-less so it will belduto look for a
ruff.

An argument can be made for a club lead but, nowkmg dummy’s shape, this is potentially
dangerous. You opt for a relatively safe.

Dummy puts down:
4 J10954
v AQ2
¢ 865
* A4

24



That is a bit thinn’est pa® The contract should be touch and go. In othedsyorou need to
be alert and on your toes.

Declarer lets this run to hie9, then plays another trump to dummy, and passegatk of
spades. You take theA perforce. The moment of truth has arrived.How do you exit?

kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkhkkkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkkkhkkkkkkkkhkkhkkhkkkhkkkkk *kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk

Let’s try to construct declarer’s hand. The faettthe does not attempt to ruff a club in dummy
means he also has two clubs. In all likelihoodishg=5=3=2.

In terms of high card points, he should have sometlike:

& KXX

¥ KXXXX
¢ KXX

® KX

It looks automatic to exit with a third round ofitnps.Are there any perils?

kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkhkkkkkkkkkkkkhkkhkkhkkkhkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk *kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk

The danger is that declarer may also hold the gacten of diamonds. If you play the third
trump, declarer can finesse spades, then a spdle king and cash two rounds of trumps.

In the five card ending, if you keep two clubs d@nigte diamonds, declarer can eliminate clubs
and play a diamond to his ‘presumed’ ten or jagkaio end-play (since you are marked with

the ace queen of diamonds).

If, however, you keep three clubs and two diamouiés)arer can play small diamonds from
hand twice to establish the game-going trick imbads.

So, what is the remedy?

kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkhkkkkkkkkhkkhkkhkkhkkkhkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk *kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk

The answer is simple — at trick four, instead ¢fuanp, you exit with a club. That way, you are
one step ahead of declarer and in the end gamesamkeep the ace, queen of diamonds and
one club more than declarer.
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The full hand is:

& 110954
v AQ2
+ 865
& A4
a A 2 Q832
v J105 v 43
+ AQ97 42
* QJ753 * 10962
& K76
v K9876
+ K103
* K8

At the other table, South open®, West overcalls €, North doubles, South rebids 2NT and
North, instead of bidding 3NT (which turns out ® ¢old as the cards lie), uncharacteristically
bids 3, ending the auction. The play is uneventful - desl takes 9 tricks safely and secretly
congratulates the partnership for a well-judgeg.sto

Thus, if you defeat the ambitiou® 4you gain 5 imps, but if you let the contract ghpough,
you lose 7 imps instead.

Honestly, how well did you fare?

*k% End *k%k
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