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Thrills and Spills on the Road to Bali 
There were exciting finishes on the second day of the 

playoffs. In the Open Teams Chinese Taipei won a 

hard fought match against Singapore to earn a Bermuda 

Bowl spot. 

In the Ladies Teams the Philippines reached the Venice 

Cup after a thrilling victory over Chinese Taipei. (They 
could hear the cheers from the VuGraph in the Avenue 

of Stars!) VuGraph?) 

Japan Imax came from behind in the closing deals to 

defeat Thailand 1 to secure a place in the d'Orsi Senior 

Teams. 

The winners of the Xiashun APBF Open Pairs were 

Dawei Chen and Kazuo Furuta. 

It’s party time 

We had a cracking time in Hong Kong ! 
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Dear Hong Kong CBA 

 

On behalf of the Singapore Contract Bridge Association, I would like to extend my warmest gratitude to the 

HKCBA for the fantastic organisation of the 2013 Asia Pacific Bridge Federation Championships. Our three 

teams (Open, Ladies & Senior) enjoyed themselves immensely and the entire tournament ran without a flaw. 

 

Best wishes 

Jane Choo 

Final Countdown 
 

The playoff between China and Chinese Taipei was pretty much decided in the third set by three deals. 

On Board 8 both teams reached 3NT with [Q7 ]KJ53 {AQ98 }1063 opposite [J8532 ]A {1052 }AQJ9. 

Only China made it for a 10 IMP pick up (it's worth looking at the BBO file, the losing declarer missed a subtle 

squeeze that would have brought home the contract). 

On Board 9 the undisciplined bidding that was a feature of the match saw China gain 11 IMPs. North, holding 

[KQ1075 ]KJ863 {10 }42 opened 2] and saw his partner raise to 3]. When his vulnerable opponents 

reached 3NT (which was cold) he bid 4] and lost 1100. 

Finally on Board 14 neither team reached the excellent 7} with [AQ ]AJ982 {86 }AK94 facing [102 ]4 

{AKQJ107 }QJ43 (what is more South had bid spades over the 1{ opening) but China gained 9 IMPs for  

bidding  6{ when Chinese Taipei stopped in 4NT at the other table. 

Goodbye-ee 
 

A big thank you to Anthony Ching for inviting me to act as Editor of the Bulletin. He made sure I had everything 

I needed. I really enjoyed the Hong Kong rain - much warmer than the type we get in England. 

 

Christine Law was my fantastic Layout Editor, who somehow managed to smile continuously, despite staying up 

to the early hours printing the Bulletins for you to read at breakfast. 

 

Our photographer Pin Yuen Wai took thousands of photos - we wish we could have used more of them. 

 

Eliza Chan made sure I had convention cards to help me unravel some of the more obscure auctions. 

 

Lisa Lam kept my Internet connection going and supplied me with the odd bowl of rice. 

 

Shu Hang and his scoring team got results to us like lightning. 

 

I'm off to Ostend now to edit the Bulletins at the European Open Championships. I expect to see you all back 

here in 2030, which by my calculation is when the Championships will return to Hong Kong! 

 

Mark Horton  

For Bob Richman 

We wish to thank Anthony Ching and Mark Horton for all their assistance this week. Greatly appreciated. 

Ron Klinger 

George Gaspar 

Bill Haughie 
Peter Buchen 

Henry Christie 
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Every IMP Counts 

Japan Imax faced Chinese Taipei in the final round of 

the Senior teams. It turned out be a low scoring affair, 

usually the sign of a well contested match. 

 

Dealer East 

NS Vul 

   [ J 10 8 5 4 

   ] A K Q 

   { Q J 10 8 

   } K 

 [ A K      [ Q 9 6 3 

 ] J 9 8 4 3 2     ] 5 

 { K 4      { A 2 

 } 10 8 7     } A Q 6 4 3 2 

   [ 7 2 

   ] 10 7 6 

   { 9 7 6 5 3 

   } J 9 5 

 

Open Room 

 West North East       South 

 Yu         Tadashi Lin       Masayuki 

                   1}       Pass 

 1]         Dbl         2}       Pass 

 3}         All Pass 

 

South led the seven of spades and declarer won in 

dummy and played a club to the king and ace. A spade 

to dummy was followed by a club to the queen, North 

pitching a spade, and declarer ruffed a spade and 

claimed +150. 

 

Closed Room 

 West North East       South 

 Morimura Tsai         Hiroya       Lai 

                   1}       Pass 

 1]         1[         2}       Pass 

 3]         Pass         3NT       All Pass 

 

South led a spade and declarer won in dummy and 

played a club to the king and ace. A spade to the ace 

was followed by a second club and when North  

discarded the ace of hearts declarer allowed South to 

win with the jack. Declarer won the diamond switch 

and claimed ten tricks, +430 and 7 IMPs to Japan.  

Dealer West 

Both Vul 

   [ 4 2 

   ] A 7 6 

   { J 4 2 

   } A Q 8 5 4 

 [ A 10 6      [ K 9 7 5 

 ] J 9 2       ] 8 5 4 

 { K 10 7 5 3      { Q 8 6 

 } 6 3      } K 7 2 

   [ Q J 8 3 

   ] K Q 10 3 

   { A 9 

   } J 10 9 

 

Open Room 

 West North East      South 

 Yu         Tadashi Lin      Masayuki 

 Pass         Pass         Pass      1} 

 Pass         2]         Pass      2NT 

 Pass         3NT    All Pass 

 

West led the five of diamonds and declarer played the 

percentages by playing low. Declarer took East's queen 

with the ace and ran the jack of clubs, repeating the  

finesse when it held. East won and played a diamond and 

West won and returned a diamond. With the hearts 

breaking declarer had ten tricks, +630. 

 

Closed Room 

 West North East         South 

 Morimura Tsai         Hiroya  Lai 

 Pass          Pass         Pass         1}* 

 1{          Dbl*         Pass         1] 

 Pass          2{         Dbl         2[ 

 Pass          3}         All Pass 

  

1} 2+}, 11-21, 12+ if balanced 

 

East might have bid 2{ over North's double (another 

idea is to use a redouble to show a high diamond  

honour, helping partner with their lead, a pass denying 

an honour) but he was able to double on the next 

round. 

3} was a comfortable spot, and declarer took ten tricks 

for +130, but that cost Chinese Taipei 11 IMPs. 

If South had reached 3NT I wonder if West might have 

led the ten of diamonds, whic would scupper the  

contract. Probably not.   
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Dealer South 

None Vul 

   [ Q 9 6 

   ] A K J 9 8 

   { J 9 5 

   } A 10 

 [ 2      [ A K J 10 

 ] Q 7 5     ] 3 2 

 { K Q 8 2     { A 6 4 

 } K Q 9 7 2    } J 8 6 4 

   [ 8 7 5 4 3 

   ] 10 6 4 

   { 10 7 3 

   } 5 3 

 

Open Room 

 West North East      South 

 Yu         Tadashi Lin      Masayuki 

                          Pass 

 1}         1]         Dbl*      Pass 

 2}         Pass         2]*      Pass 

 2NT         Pass         3NT      All Pass 

I would be happy to overcall 1NT with the North hand, 

as it gets the strength over in one bid, but it is to some 

extent a matter of taste. 

North led the ace of hearts and when South played the 

ten he continued with the king and jack. Declarer won 

with the queen, played the queen of diamonds, a  

diamond to the ace and a diamond to the king. He 

cashed the last diamond and then played a spade to the 

ten. When the queen fell on the third round he was 

home, +400.  

 

Closed Room 

 West North East        South 

 Morimura Tsai         Hiroya        Lai 

                            Pass  

 1}          Dbl         1[        Pass 

 1NT          2]         3NT        All Pass 

 

This time when North led the ace of hearts South 

played the six. North continued with the king and eight 

of hearts and declarer won. When he played a club 

North pounced and cashed dout for one down, +50 

and 10 IMPs to Chinese Taipei. 

 

In a low scoring encounter Chinese Taipei had won 21-

20 - every IMP counts.  

The APBF Pairs Championships 
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Playoff - China v Chinese Taipei Open Teams 

Towards the end of a major championship the Bulletin 

runs into a problem. With time running out and space 

at a premium how do you cover the final stages of the 

tournament? 

It is not unusual for the last day's play to be neglected 

completely, (although we made an exception in 2003 

when we included coverage of the dramatic deal that 

decided the 2003 Bermuda Bowl Final between the 

USA and Italy). 

A perennial problem that there is no real answer to is 

what happens is the boards are dull?  

It's not easy to write an exciting account of a  

0-0 soccer match and the same is true for bridge.  In 

the first session of the Open Teams playoff between 

China and Chinese Taipei the players managed to  

create a fair degree of interest from a dull looking set 

of deals.    

 

Dealer North 

NS Vul 

   [ A K Q 7 4 

   ] K 3 

   { 10 2 

   } A J 10 5 

 [ 10 6 5     [ J 8 2 

 ] J 8 7 6     ] A 10 9 2 

 { A 9 7 4     { K Q 

 } K Q     } 9 7 3 2 

   [ 9 3 

   ] Q 5 4 

   { J 8 6 5 3 

   } 8 6 4 

 

Open Room 

 West North East      South 

 Shen          Ju          Ho      Shi 

          1}*          Pass      1{* 

 Pass         1[          All Pass 

 

1} Strong Club 

 

East led the seven of clubs and declarer won with the 

ace, drew trumps and played a heart. When dummy's 

queen held he played a club and was +140. 

 

Closed Room 

 West North East         South 

 Wang         Chen          Zhang Huang 

          1[          Pass         Pass 

 Dbl         2}          2]         All Pass 

South led a spade and North took three rounds and 

the played ace of clubs and a club. Declarer won in 

dummy and ran the eight of hearts. He won the  

diamond return in hand, ruffed a club and played a 

heart. When the king appeared he won, cashed a  

diamond and claimed, +110 and 6 IMPs to China.  

 

Dealer South 

EW Vul 

   [ A 9 4 3 2 

   ] — 

   { K 10 9 8 4 3 

   } A 2 

 [ 10 7     [ K J 6 

 ] Q 7 3 2    ] A K 10 6 5 4 

 { A J 5     { 2 

 } K 8 6 5    } Q 7 3 

   [ Q 8 5 

   ] J 9 8 

   { Q 7 6 

   } J 10 9 4 

 

Open Room 

 West North East         South 

 Shen         Ju          Ho         Shi 

                    1]         Pass 

 3{*         3]*         4]         4[ 

 Pass         Pass         Dbl         All Pass 

 

3{ 4+] invitational 

3] [ and a minor 

 

West led the two of hearts and declarer ruffed in 

dummy and played a diamond to the queen and ace. 

West switched to the five of clubs and declarer went 

up with dummy's ace, cashed the ace of spades and 

played a spade. East won with the king and played a 

club, West winning with the king and returning a club. 

Declarer ruffed with the nine of spades, drew the  

outstanding trump, cashed the nine of clubs and 

played a diamond. When he put up the king he was 

three down, -500, rather than +590. 

Note that West could have returned a diamond at 

various points to ensure a one trick defeat.   
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Closed Room 

 West North East        South 

 Wang         Chen         Zhang        Huang 

                   1]        Pass 

 3{*         3]        4]        All Pass 

 

3{ 4+] invitational 

3] [ and a minor 

 

South led the eight of hearts and declarer won and 

drew trumps ending in dummy. He played a club to the 

queen and then ducked a club to North's ace. When a 

spade came back he put up the king, +650 and 4 IMPs 

to China. 

 

Dealer South 

Both Vul 

   [ 7 6 5 3 2 

   ] Q 10 7 6 

   { J 6 

   } J 6 

 [ J      [ A K 10 9 

 ] 9 4 3 2     ] A 5 

 { K 10      { 7 5 4 3 2 

 } A K 8 7 3 2   } 10 9 

   [ Q 8 4 

   ] K J 8 

   { A Q 9 8 

   } Q 5 4 

 

Open Room 

 West North East      South 

 Shen         Ju         Ho      Shi 

                         1NT* 

 Pass         2[         All Pass 

 

1NT 14-16 

 

West could have doubled on the first round to show a 

six card minor and a four card major, but only if 1NT 

was strong. he might have doubled 2[ but it was not 

without risk. The contract drifted two down, -200. 

 

Closed Room 

 West North East       South 

 Wang         Chen         Zhang       Huang 

                          1{ 

 2}         Pass         2{*       Pass 

 2]         Pass         2NT       Pass 

 3}         Pass         5}       All Pass 

North led the jack of diamonds and South won and 

switched to a trump. North won with the jack and  

returned a trump. With the spade finesse wrong  

declarer had to go one down, -100 and 7 IMPs to  

Chinese Taipei. 

3NT would make on a spade or low diamond lead.   

 

China picked up 6 IMPs when Chinese Taipei stopped 

short of game with [1098 ]Q963 {AQ7 }K105  

opposite [AQJ73 ]J107 {K }A972. The opponents 

could score two hearts and a heart ruff, but the spade 

king was onside, so 4[ and 3NT were easy, China  

scoring +430.  

 

Dealer North 

EW Vul 

   [ 7 6 3 

   ] 10 4 2 

   { J 3 

   } K Q 5 3 2 

 [ J 10 5      [ 4 2 

 ] 8 7 6      ] A K Q 9 3 

 { K 8 5 4     { A Q 9 7 

 } A 9 4     } 10 8 

   [ A K Q 9 8 

   ] J 5 

   { 10 6 2 

   } J 7 6 

 

Open Room 

 West North East       South 

 Shen          Ju          Ho       Shi 

           Pass         1]       2[ 

 3]          3[         4]       All Pass 

 

South cashed two spades and switched to a club, 

ducked to North's queen. That was the last trick for 

the defence, +620. 

 

Closed Room 

 West North  East         South 

 Wang          Chen          Zhang Huang 

           Pass          1]         2[ 

 3]          4[          All Pass 

 

4[ was three down, -150 so Chinese Taipei had 10 

IMPs. Should someone have doubled? 
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Dealer South 

None Vul 

   [ A 9 6 4 

   ] K J 9 4 3 2 

   { A 10 

   } J 

 [ K Q       [ 8 7 5 2 

 ] Q 7 6      ] A 

 { K 7 6 3 2      { Q 9 8 4 

 } A 5 3      } K 7 6 4 

   [ J 10 3 

   ] 10 8 5 

   { J 5 

   } Q 10 9 8 2 

 

Open Room 

 West North East       South 

 Shen          Ju          Ho       Shi 

                           Pass 

 1{          1]           Dbl       2] 

 Pass           2[           3{       Pass 

 Pass           3]           All Pass  

 

East led the four of diamonds and declarer won with 

the ace and exited with the jack of clubs. West won 

and switched to the king of spades. Declarer took the 

ace and played the two of hearts. East won with the 

ace and returned the eight of spades. West won, played 

back a diamond and East won and played a spade for 

West to ruff, one down, -50. 

 

Closed Room 

 West North East         South 

 Wang       Chen          Zhang Huang 

                             Pass 

 1NT          2}*          Dbl         Pass 

 Pass          2]          Dbl         All Pass 

 

East led the eight of diamonds for the jack, king and ace 

and declarer returned a diamond. East won with the 

queen and switched to the four of clubs. West took 

the ace and switched to the king of spades. Declarer 

won and played a spade to the ten and queen. he ruffed 

the club return and tried the king of hearts. East won 

and played a spade for West to ruff and the queen of 

hearts was the setting trick, one down and 2 IMPs to 

China. 

There was no rush to play a second spade. If declarer 

had tried the king of hearts at that point instead eight 

tricks would have been easily avaliable.   

On Board 12 both teams reached 3NT with [Q  

]AQJ8 {AKQ96 }1098 facing [764 ]72 {43  

}AQJ532. When West was declarer North led a spade 

from [K8532 and when South's ace drew the queen 

the defenders had no trouble taking the first five tricks. 

At the other table East was the declarer and South led 

the jack of spades, so the suit was blocked. However, 

according to the official score declarer went one down. 

The club and heart finesses were onside and diamond 

were 3-3, so you could make 6}.  

 

Dealer North 

Both Vul 

   [ Q J 6 

   ] 8 7 3 2 

   { A K 10 9 7 

   } 2 

 [ A K 8 5 3      [ 4 

 ] A 10 4      ] 6 

 { Q 3       { J 8 6 4 2 

 } A 8 4      } J 9 7 6 5 3 

   [ 10 9 7 2 

   ] K Q J 9 5 

   { 5 

   } K Q 10 

 

Open Room 

 West North East       South 

 Shen          Ju          Ho       Shi 

          1{*          Pass       1] 

 1[         2]          Pass       4] 

 All Pass 

 

West led the eight of spades and when South dropped 

the ten he switched to the three of diamonds. Declarer 

won with dummy's ace and played a heart, so there 

was no ruff and the contract was one down, -100.  

 

Closed Room 

 West North East         South 

 Wang         Chen          Zhang Huang 

          Pass          Pass         1] 

 1[         2[*          Pass         4] 

 Dbl         All Pass 

 

2[ Heart raise 

 

It seems unlikely you will make ten tricks opposite a 

passed partner. West played three rounds of spades 

and with two aces to come that was two down, -500 

and 9 IMPs to China. 
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With [874 ]10 {J943 }KQ953  opposite [K ]AKJ53 

{AK76 }AJ2 China reached 6{. There were no miracles 

and the contract was two down. Chinese Taipei stopped 

in 5}, but trumps were 4-1 and declarer did not find the 

winning line, going the same two down. 

 

On the next deal, when North (at red) opened 2] with  

]K74 ]Q108742 {108 }K2  and East overcalled 3} 

South thought it was a good idea to jump to 4] holding 

[9863 ]AK6 {J9762 }5. West doubled for +500. With 

no game on for EW that gave Chinese Taipei 9 IMPs.    

 

Dealer West 

EW Vul 

   [ 2 

   ] A Q J 10 6 3 

   { 5 

   } J 8 5 4 2 

 [ 10      [ A K J 7 6 5 3 

 ] K 9 7 4 2     ] — 

 { A 10 9 6 3 2    { Q 8 7 

 } 7     } K 9 6 

   [ Q 9 8 4 

   ] 8 5 

   { K J 4 

   } A Q 10 3 

 

Open Room 

 West North East       South 

 Shen         Ju          Ho       Shi 

 Pass         3]          4[       Pass 

 Pass         Dbl           All Pass 

South led the eight of hearts and declarer ruffed and 

played the five of spades. South went in with the 

queen and played another heart (ace of clubs and a 

club is good enough to beat the contract). Declarer 

drew trumps and played the seven of diamonds. 

When South followed with the four he put up 

dummy's ace, and was two down, -500. 

 

Closed Room 

 West  North East         South 

 Wang         Chen          Zhang Huang 

 Pass         4]          4[         Dbl 

 All Pass 

 

South led the eight of hearts and declarer ruffed and 

played the five of spades. When South withheld the 

queen declarer played the two of diamonds to the 

five, eight and jack. When South returned the four of 

diamonds declarer ran it to his queen and played 

three rounds of trumps. South won and cashed the 

ace of clubs but declarer had the rest, +790 and 15 

IMPs to China. 

Having ducked the queen of spades South missed a 

second chance when he took the first diamond. If he 

ducks he can cover the next diamond and declarer is 

snookered. 

On the other hand, if declarer had foreseen this  

possibility he would have played the ten of diamonds 

from dummy. Now if South ducks declarer ruffs 

heart, plays two top trumps and then the queen of 

diamonds, ducking when South covers. He wins the 

diamond return and plays another diamond, pitching 

a club. South can ruff but must surrender a club trick.      
 

At the end of this 'dull' session China led 45-31. 

Hard work in the closed room 
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Table Team c/o Seg. 1 Seg. 2 Seg, 3 Penalty(IMP) Total 

5 Thailand 1  35 29 33  97 

Japan-IMAX  38 36 31  105 

Senior Team RR1 

Play-off  Results 

Table Team c/o Seg. 1 Seg. 2 Seg, 3 Penalty(IMP) Total 

1 Singapore  33 21 22  76 

Chinese Taipei  32 38 48  118 

Table Team c/o Seg. 1 Seg. 2 Seg, 3 Penalty(IMP) Total 

3 Chinese Taipei  39 24 30  93 

Philippines  52 37 6  95 

Open Team 

LadiesTeam 
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