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Date:

Time:

Venue:

4th Council Meeting Minutes

June 26, 2013 (Wednesday)

7:30 p.m.

Present: Officers:

Derek Zen — President (DZ)
Leo Cheung — Vice President (LC)
Christopher Leung — Treasurer (CL)

Council members:
Arthur Lau (AL)
Charlie Lee (XL)
John Tsang (JT)
KF Mak (KF)
Ronald Hui (RH)
Tony Lau (TL)
WK Lai (WK)

Apologizes:

Officers:
Pearlie Chan — Secretary (PC)

Council members:
CC Wong (CC)

Unit 1103, 11/F, East Ocean Centre, 98 Granville Road, TST, KLN, HK

Item

Content

When

Action

Adopt minutes of last meeting.

Matters raised in last meeting (by minutes order):

a) Mr. Gu said he will produce the souvenir programme capturing
the past results and photos of Interport. Council will assist to
provide him with the necessary details such as photos etc. He will

reduce his sponsorship by approximately HKD20K for the
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souvenir programme expenses. Interport has now been confirmed
to be held from August 30 to September 1, 2013.

b) LC to advise on the possible venue for HKCBA tournaments.

c) AL will send out the list of promoters for each HKCBA events for
the new bridge year.

d) YC Lai accepted to become part of the Board of Directors. So the
Board will consist of DZ, RH and YC Lai.

e) All equipments have been moved out of Thomas Ng’s warehouse.
The cups will also need to be moved and we need to find another

place for storage.

Financial Affairs:

The latest bank balance is around HKD973,000. There is still around
HKD200K expenses to be settled.

Internal Affairs:

APBF: Successfully held and most foreign teams felt that is was very
good. The helpers were very helpful. Special thanks to the youth team and

youth members for helping in the event.

Result of APBF Team events: Open Team ranked 10/12, Ladies Team
ranked 9/11, Senior Team ranked 4, 11 & 14/15. Senior Team-Tse
qualified for the World Senior Championships which will be held in Bali
in September. Since 2 of their team members Fu Kwan and Peter Poon
cannot join due to health and business reasons, DZ and Samuel Wan has
been nominated to substitute their pair with Council’s approval. WC Li

will continue to be their NPC for the World Senior Championships.

Result of APBF Open Pairs: Hong Kong players got the 1%, 2" and 3"

runner-up in the Final.

Interport: Invitation letters have been sent to Guangzhou and Macau. DZ
will contact Mr. Patrick Choy and Mr. Gui to form team for participation.

TL will post the announcement and schedule of this event on HKCBA
website and states that there will be Open Pairs (with cash prizes) for
public participation. RH will follow up on the amount for cash prizes as it

depends on budget and expenses for the event.

Invitational Team format: Finally there are 16 teams participating in the
Invitational Team. Since it will be too long for a complete round robin to

be played, Council agreed that 16 teams will be divided into 2 groups and

LC
AL

TL

Dz, TL,

RH
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play a single round robin first. Then the top 4 teams in each group will
play against the top 4 teams in another group. On the other hand, the
bottom 4 teams in each group will play against the bottom 4 teams in
another group. There will be a total of 11 matches. The accumulated VPs
will decide the final ranking. Drawing of the group will be based on

rankings of last year.

External Affairs:

DZ suggested to let members know more about the latest situation of the
following events, although some of them have not yet confirmed. TL will
post on the website details of:
- Rosenblum and World Pairs to be held in Sanya, Oct 2014 (TBC by
WBF)
- Asia Cup to be held in China, August 2014. This event will have
Open, Ladies, Senior and Youth series
- APBF 2015 to be held in Thailand
APBF Delegates meeting: The host country can decide the max no. of]

teams (either 2 or 3) each NBO can send for the APBF Championships.

A.0.B.

Edmund Tse agreed to sponsor Inter-Post Secondary Bridge
Championships starting from this year. The sponsorship will cover all

operation costs and scholarship for the winners.

Wing Lung Bank contacted WK and said they want to organize a bridge
competition like what they did last year. LC will follow up.

All HKCBA tournaments will use the new continuous VP scale instead of|

the discrete VP scale.

The next council meeting will be held on July 22, 2013.

TL

LC




Date:

Time:

Venue:

5th Council Meeting Minutes

July 22, 2013 (Monday)

7:30 p.m.

Present: Officers:
Derek Zen — President (DZ)
Leo Cheung — Vice President (LC)

Christopher Leung — Treasurer (CL)

Pearlie Chan — Secretary (PC)

Council members:
Charlie Lee (XL)
KF Mak (KF)
Ronald Hui (RH)
Tony Lau (TL)
WK Lai (WK)

Apologizes:

Council members:
Arthur Lau (AL)
CC Wong (CC)
John Tsang (JT)

Unit 1103, 11/F, East Ocean Centre, 98 Granville Road, TST, KLN, HK

Item Content When | Action
1 |Adopt minutes of last meeting.
2 |Matters raised in last meeting (by minutes order):
f) LC to advise on the possible venue for HKCBA tournaments. LC

g) The cups from Thomas’ warehouse will be moved to RH’s school

next week.

h) LC advised that the tentative date for Wing Lung competition will

be November 2, 2013 (Sat).
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Financial Affairs:

The latest bank balance is around HKD1,094,000. There is still around
HKD200K expenses to be settled.

Internal Affairs:

Interport: RH presented Interport budget for council’s approval. The
preliminary budget involved HKD300,000 sponsorship for the event but
since Mr. Gu will be producing the souvenir programme, the total
sponsorship will be reduced by HKD20,000 to HKD280,000 for the
expenses of the souvenir programme. The estimated no. of tables for
Celebrity event is 6. The estimated no. of participants for the Interport
Pairs is around 80 pairs while the venue can accommodate up to 50 tables
(100 pairs). Interport Pairs registration fee is HKD400 for 2 days, around
36 pairs will be reserved for Rose Bowl players free of charge. There will
be cash prizes for winners in the Interport Pairs: HKD4,000 for
Champion, HKD2,000 for 1st runner-up, HKD1,000 for 2nd runner-up
and HKD600 for 3rd runner-up. For Consolation session, HKD1,000 for
Champion, HKD60O for 1st runner-up and HKD400 for 2nd runner-up.

Enquiry from WC Li regarding formal dressing for the World Senior
Championships: WC Li asked whether Council/HKCBA could sponsor
formal suit (in addition to the jacket that HKCBA has already provided to
all Hong Kong representatives) for the participants who will be playing in
the World Senior Championships. Council rejected the request due to
budget consideration. However the participants are allowed to arrange
their own suit with logo and design but they need to obtain Council’s

approval before wearing in the World Championships.

External Affairs:

Nil

A.0.B.

Open League: Council approved to waive the registration fee for the
Youth Team, while for the Girls Team since they have two non-youth

members in the team they need to pay % registration fee for each session.

HKCBA website revamp: Alan Sze volunteered to help, he will provide a

proposal to Council for consideration.

Wuhan APBF Youth Championships: Council approved HKD40,000
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subsidy for the participants. The subsidy will cover hotel, meal and

transportation, excluding registration fee.

SSBL: Council endorsed Billy Szeto, RH and XL to be the advisors for
SSBL.

Tournament suggestions: Council received some suggestions regarding
the format of HKCBA tournaments:

Open Pairs: It is suggested that there should be carry over from the
qualifying session to the final session. However after discussion, Council
agreed that it is not necessary, as for the World Open Pair they also don’t
have carry over. Council agreed that going forward the no. of qualified
pairs should be limited to at most 40% of the total number of pairs.
Invitation Team: Council agreed that there should be incentive given to
the top 4 teams in the 1st round robin to encourage teams to perform well
and attain the top 4 places. Therefore additional VPs will be given to the
top 4 teams:

1st rank: +8VPs

2nd rank: +7VPs

3rd rank: +6VPs

4th rank: +5VPs

The next council meeting will be held on August 28, 2013.




Date:

Time:

Venue:

6th Council Meeting Minutes

August 28, 2013 (Wednesday)

7:30 p.m.

Present: Officers:

Derek Zen — President (DZ)

Leo Cheung — Vice President (LC)
Christopher Leung — Treasurer (CL)
Pearlie Chan — Secretary (PC)

Council members:
CC Wong (CC)
Charlie Lee (XL)
John Tsang (JT)
KF Mak (KF)
Ronald Hui (RH)
Tony Lau (TL)
WK Lai (WK)

Other:
Alan Sze (AS)

Apologizes:

Council members:
Arthur Lau (AL)

Unit 1103, 11/F, East Ocean Centre, 98 Granville Road, TST, KLN, HK

Item

Content

When

Action

3i

4i

Adopt minutes of last meeting.
Matters raised in last meeting (by minutes order):
i) LC will continue to look up for possible venue(s) for HKCBA

tournaments.

Financial Affairs:

The latest bank balance is around HKD938,000.

Internal Affairs:

APBF Captain’s Report:

PC
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Endorsed the reports submitted by WC Li and Louis CM Chan. Pending
submission by DZ for Ladies Team, Ringo Lee and Seneca Kwan for the

2 Senior Teams. PC will follow up.

Interport:

Macau has yet to provide their players’ list, PC to follow up with them.
Dora Lee and WK Wong will substitute one of the Macau pair to play in
the Macau Team as they need to arrive late, council endorsed. While Mr.
Chan Sing Hung will represent Geely Mobile as Mr. Gui is not available
to participate in Interport. As of now there are 23 pairs registered for the
Interport Open Pairs. There will be 8 tables for the celebrity event and 9
youth helpers are needed to assist with scoring input etc. LC, KF and WK
will be stand by for the celebrity event.

External Affairs:

Wuhan APBF Youth Championships Result:

U25 — ranked 4th and berth to World Youth Championships
U20 - ranked 2nd and berth to World Youth Championships
Girls — ranked 6th

Total expenses for the tournament including registration fee is HKD60K.
Council will start finding sponsors for next year’s World Youth

Championships to be held in Turkey.

A.0.B.

HKCBA trophies: It is now with Perfect and will be moved to DZ’s office

in the coming 2 weeks.

Open League: There was one team absent from the last session with very

late notice. Council agreed that warning letter should be issued to them.

HKCBA website revamp: AS was invited to the meeting to present the
proposals. 2 proposals were submitted for review (one of which costs
HKD130K while the other one costs around HKD80K). The estimated
time for completion of the website revamp is 3 to 4 months and aim to
start using the new website from next bridge year. A working committee
(which consists of TL, WK, AL and JT) has been formed to work with AS

and report progress to Council.

The next council meeting will be held on October 16, 2013.

PC

RH/TL

RH

TL, WK,
AL, JT

10




41stWBTC &g (1)
After Watching 41" WBTC (1)

EEFELENHERUEREEEE T » BRAMERIE MY mE R > TR 2 > v
HFITHERYREE+2135 - 55 1 K&5 355 > 4E BB 1Y Monaco [REEIERMY 16 BIRH > A
S5ENE - EE 1 E] 2 BRIFIRFIE] » siE RG> A REIYRIEEMEr W E -

Many bridge experts took part in the World Bridge Competition. In addition to appreciate their
excellent bridge skills, we could also discover some of their deficiencies. It indicates that it 1s
difficult to be perfect in playing bridge. There were 3 rounds on Day 1.  In the 16 boards played
by Monaco and Indonesia competing for the Bermuda Bowl (BB), there were 5 slams.  None of
them was bid by both teams. Perhaps, you can try to see how many correct slams you can bid.

(1) Board 3

#3 a]T

S/IEW vJ]9
¢ AK
«QT87542

a5
vAKQ765
¢+ Q52

& AK9

Fatoni/ Nunes 44 e JLRFAL 8
The bidding when Fatoni and Nunes sat North and South:

W N E S

lv

16 2% 34 4%

Pass 4e Pass 4e

Pass S Pass O
Pass | Pass Pass

FIFEBRISAE S o FFALHY 4o FERNUENRE -
The Indonesia team stopped at S& ° Perhaps, North' s 44 enabled South to bid slam.

11



#3 aJT
SIEW vJ9
¢ AK
«QT87542
A AKQT73 a908642
vT2 v 843
8763 ¢JT94
%63 ®]J
a5
vAKQ765
¢+Q52
& AKO9
6w T 68 FHL S B -
Both 6% and 6# are cold.
(2) Board 8
#8 a AKQ
W/Nil v9
¢ AK96
®*AKJ75
aJj43
vKQ&8642
¢ QJT
&)

FIJER Tobing/Asbi AR LHENL

The bidding when Tobing/Asbi of the Indonesian team sat North and South:

W N E S
D Pass 2¢
Pass 3% Pass v

Pass 3NT Pass ANT
Pass SNT Pass 6%
Pass O6NT Pass | Pass
Pass

5[ e4 6NT B NBESERHYEHT < Monaco FRIFAE ANT Iy AR ESHT 6 With the
first lead of the ¢4 > 6NT could not be made. Monaco team stopped at 3NT and could not bid the
best contract of 6¢.

1E221 BB 1 22 &H - A IR R U B i 54T 6 ©
Of the 22 teams participating, only the teams from South Africa and the Netherlands could bid the

12



best contract of 6 °

#8 A AKQ
W/Nil vo
¢ AK96
*AKJ75
a9762 AaT8S
v753 vAJT
*73 ¢ 8542
«TO63 * Q84
aJ43
vKQ8642
¢QJT
&)
(3) Board 9
#9
N/EW
A KQ98 AaAG2
vJ]93 vATS
*+ K ¢ AQJ974
«KJ942 T

Monaco [ Helness Fl1 Helgemo ALHEPE »

Helness and Helgemo of Monaco team sat East and West.

W N E S
Pass Pass
1e 14 26 Pass

3NT | Pass 4e Pass

44 Pass 4NT Pass

S5é Pass 6e A.P.

EMES] - #4712 3

Whatever the 1" lead, there would be 12 tricks.

13




#9 aT43
N/EW v876

¢T532

% ABS5
AaKQO8 AAG2
vJ]o3 vATS
* K ¢ AQJ974
% KJ942 T

aJ75

vKQ42

* 36

Q763

b5t HIJE#RE Sacul {4E 3NT.

At the other table, the Indonesian famous player Sacul stopped at 3NT.

(4) Board 14

Monaco B—NUE] 6 > HHA®A RIEAF] - IENZAREE -
Monaco team could also bid 6 . As the position of the %A was favorable, there was no problem in
making the contract.

#14
E/Nil
aKT aA]3
vAQJ2 v3
¢ AKTS82 ¢ QJ97
%76 «KT952
#14 aQ9652
E/Nil v K5
¢ 643
®AJ3
aKT aA]3
vAQJ2 v3
¢ AKTS82 ¢ QJ97
%76 «KT952
a374
vTO8764
*5
Q84
FUBHRSRPE7E NT -

The East and West of the Indonesian team stopped at 3NT
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(5) Board 16

#16
W/EW

aAQ9

v K

¢ AQTO96
& AK72

a43

vQJ93
¢+ K53
*]T63

FITERBR A R A LIRERL R
The bidding when the Indonesia players sat North and South:

W N E S
le Pass lv
Pass 3% Pass 3e
Pass 34 Pass S
Pass He Pass Pass
Pass

HETE % > 60l 68 #RERAT > IRZNME] 6% HYHT > AFTER S ML -
SERERI S | RS Sl -

If the playing of the & is right, both 6 ¢ and 6& can be made.
played & incorrectly and went down.

Some players who could bid 6%

As the 1" lead was a #, the contract was easily made.

#16 o AQI
W/EW vK

¢ AQTO96

*AK72
AT765 aKJ82
vAT764 v852
o] 8742
%985 % Q4

a43

vQJ93

¢ K53

®»]JT63

5558 Monaco BREGALIFAE 3NT -
AWEMIR > AAAMEAEINT » e A WE - 94 3NT > AR E R EEEf—p1
Many slam hands were stopped at 3NT. The worst case was that a slam could be made while 3NT

could not. Let me quote an example from the competition.

15



Round 10 Board 21

#21
N/NS

aT32
vQ965
¢ 7472
842

a AKO6

vT

¢+ KQJ83
«QJT7

a754
vAT3
¢ A96S5
% KO6

aQJ98
vKJg42
T
&AS53

Monaco F1 Canada ¥R -
The bidding when Monaco versus Canada:

Canada 24 F9dERF  The bidding when the players of Canadia sat North and South:

W N E S
le lv INT
29 3NT Pass Pass
Pass

Monaco &AL R The bidding when the players of Monaco sat North and South:

W N E S
le Dbl Rdbl
lv 2 29 Dbl
Pass 28 Pass NT
Pass 3NT Pass Pass
Pass

2T 1 EREEA A ET B USA L » FIJE » HARZERANE] 6o - 52He

PR AL LA L -

Both teams went down 1.

Of course, there were other experts such as USA 1 ’Indonesia, Japan, etc
which could bid 64 - Below was the bidding of the Indonesia players sat North and South:

W N E S
le lv 2%
3v 4e Pass S
Pass 6 Pass Pass
Pass

EATE 5] IR SSIE 12 8 -

Whatever the 1" lead, 12 tricks can be easily won.

16




41stWBTC #ifg (2)
After watching 41" WBTC (2)

BRI & T o oS - BRI TS » FPRESRGIx - E — =Y
s > RIESBCSIIR - T HE L -

There are still some experts who would double first when having many high card points instead of
bidding their suits. When the opponent preempts strongly, it 1s difficult for partner to imagine that
you have a single-suitor and double. It 1s because matching can bring in more tricks.

ZiiA Round 4 Please watch Round 4
Monaco ---Poland

Board 32
#32 A AQS
W/EW vAKQ752
¢J]76
&2

friedt » EZRBANY 24 (a+minor), NSBHIUREL ) IRATIT 8 (B i RN RS - HL (R 2
You are North.  Your RHO opened 24 (4+minor) withoiut the strength of an opening hand.
You have & winning tricks and should bid. What will you bid?

JLiE Helgemo, 323200 Dbl » s Jj[nmFHSEE » FURATT -

North was Helgemo. He chose to double. East preempted further. The bidding was as follows:

W N E S

26 Dbl 44 ANT
Pass Se Pass Pass
Dbl Pass Pass Pass

17



#32 aAQR
W/EW vAKQ752
*¢J76
&2

a4
v864

¢ AT32
&QJTO8

il o e > B VT REREIRETT > RSN > SR ER 0 B
SEMHLHRE - IR TR P ET Y - FEPERAIZ - H S 8 B - TIRE
ftliAE » 205 Pass [AIfRIY 4NT » 824 -

Opponent first led a & and then switched to attack with a &.  After seeing dummy’ s hand, you
have no way to make the contract. The problem is that using HCP to double 1s already
old-fashinoned. With his hand, the problem arises. North thought for a long time and decided to
play¥ whenever he gained entry and let West to ruff.  He only won 8 tricks. Perhaps, he would
think that passing partner’ s 4NT would minimize the loss.

SA—22 R ¢ The bidding at the other table:

W N E S

26 Dbl Rdbl 3%
Pass 3v 34 4e
Pass | Pass Pass

FRHYFHEATT > AEEIEH] - 49 B > Monaco & 14IMP.

East’ s preemptive power was not sufficient. 4% was easily made. Monaco team lost 14 MP.

#32 A AQS
W/EW vAKQ752

*¢J76

&2
AaK9o653 aJT72
v9 vJ]T3
¢+ KQ985 *4
75 % AK643

a4

vg864

¢ AT32

&QJTO8

18



e ENERR > HHETRIFIATR
All those teams which bid their suit got good results.

EE PR - AR L2445 Chagas, LI HL %

Brazil versus Australia. The one who sat North was the famous player Chagas. Their bidding was:

W N E S
26 3w 36 4e
Pass Pass 44 Pass

Pass Dbl A.P.

FEEEN 20 4500 43 © The result was down 2, + 500.

YA USA 1 B¥Har kR - 4202 Schwartz
Senior series:  USA 1 versus the Netherlands. Schwartz sat North.

W N E S
28 3 348 4e
Pass Pass Pass

FEERIEAY > 4420 4> The result was just right, + 420.

SRAENL RS, > B SRR -

Nowadays, the emphasis 1S more on distribution when doubling.

19



418 WBTC #i1% (3)
After Watching 415 WBTC (3)

AN R B D T AU, S5 URREAN RE & A AR IS UL IE RV, A2 T e T2,
AWAME, W2,

Do not pass because you have only few HCPs. You have to see how many tricks you
can help your partner. This concept may not be accepted by all experts. If you have
winning tricks but do not bid, you will more likely lose.

Round 3
RSB RIEE  China Versus Australia

Board 2
#2
E/NS
aKT753
v9862
¢932
T

e RS A, R T HEAT
Assume you are East and the bidding is as follows:

W N E S
Pass | 1w
Dbl INT ?

FIUR, MU ? QRARIYRE, AR N Ry, N E PR, SR A T 3
LA R ? SEANRAR A WA, gtSEIE R T, rTREtRIAT NS R . FH
ERERUE U i i, () T AR R SR

It's your turn. Will you bid? If you bid and lose as a result, someone will criticise you
saying that you made a free bid with 3 HCP only. Isn’t it difficult? If you do not bid, you
will lose this board. Perhaps, no one will say that you were wrong. In realility,
success or failure at bridge is dependent on the number wining tricks and HCPs are

20



used to help you establish your number of winning tricks.

FIRER IS, — G 4 ske, SRIEJEEZ, MBSANE, Lla R, R aK FR
72 s, ATLLEIRICE 3 B, Prbh— @ S, mp i SR -

Partner’s double usually implies having 4 times &, else he would have more HCPs.
Based on a rough estimate, using & as trump, your aK and the ability to ruff stwice,
would help partner with 3 tricks, so you must bid. However, the actual bidding was:

W N E S

Pass | 1w
Dbl INT Pass | 3NT

Pass | Pass Pass

EE 4 % Please look at the 4 hands:

#2 aA8
E/NS vJ3

¢T7654

« K632
aQJ94 aKT753
v7 v9862
¢+ AKS8 ¢932
«QJ954 T

AG2

vAKQT54

¢+ QJ

«~A87

EfTE S, BACHAA 9 UM, 3NT 28, 57—y .
Irrespective of the 1% lead, North and South will have 9 tricks and 3NT is cold. The
bidding at the other table was:

W N E S
Pass | 1w
Dbl Pass | 1a 2v
24 3v 44 PASS
Pass | Dbl A.P.

DR 51 R ik 4 o X A0, 18 R 15IMP. (GE 35 4 B 5 5IMP.) As the defending side
made mistake, 4a X was made. The result was a loss of 15 IMP. (China Team won 5
IMPfor this round .)

21



EREBAZ, EdekE, AL FERE s S Ty, AT EEIEEE 1 ANy, R EELA
g, 2IABT 4o, REEESRABAMEG Fantoni/Nunes AL 78 %

After South has opened bid, from North’s perspective, North and South have more
HCPs than the opponents. Why did Nroth pass in the 1% round? It is difficult to
understand. Regarding the defence of 4, it was difficult to require them to defend as
meticulously as Fantoni/Nunes.

TAVE 2 A AR R T, AEFERA R RS, IR RECR .
Let us watch 2 expert players who sat East - the effects after the same bidding
system,

HA%h2:H Japan Versu France

W N E S
Pass | 1w
Dbl INT 24 4v
Pass | Pass | 4a Pass
Pass S5v Pass | Pass
Dbl A.P.

HAKRAEIY 24, #2552 XY 48, IR 50X T2, J5 4v4T, B 15IMP.
Japan’s East bid 2aand even rebid 44, the result was 5vX down 2. 4v¥ was made at
the other table. Japan won 15 IMP.

USA1 #f USA2

ARHE USA2 (X1 Martel Chip, i fIBrdEffE, AR 4 v — @&, 4aiemtEps
SR, TN Al 3 Y T2 ik, FRAMERZ IS L B

The one who sat East was USA2’s Martel Chip. He judged correfelty and
considered that East’s, 4¥ must be made. He bid 4 which went down 1 on best

defence. He had only 3 HCPs but he bid twice. We should learn from these experts

W N E S
Pass | 1w
Dbl 1NT 24 3v
34 4e 44 Dbl
Pass | Pass | Pass

f£ Senior MRS, 18 B RIERER, HRAERY 8 IMPAHZIZREIM, (8RR
FVURE, R TIT 46X, BT le (ATIRZ AT 48X J5HE B P A AR, 53—t
HIPER AL FT SNT &y, ARAMIS AR 15IMP,

In the Senior series, Hong Kong team met German team in this round and won 8 IMPs.
However, for this board, when German players sat East and West, East played and

22



made 44X (44X was also made in many other tables. The defence was difficult) . At
the other table, German’s North played and made 3NT. They won 15 IMPs for this
board.

S/, % Fantoni/Nunes [Fi~F, Holv » 28 23l e Q, HHH«RE, Jbit EaK,
Prtte, Bisp i il UG o, v, o, % %130

dv o ETTHG PR 2 e, 1HURIEM. o 10 W RIAZ 1 SRABAEG . B, AR
—ILIRAT 6 Hv, 2 B, 1 e, 1 e,

Fantoni/Nunes defended as follows: 1% lead a v, played the ¢ Q at trick two. When
East played a «, North played the «K 1% and then played another ¢«. The defending

side couldwina &, v, ¢ and .

4v is cold. You justlose 2 ¢and 1 black card. The 10 can be used to discard a
black loser. In other words, youcanwin 6 vs2 s, 1 &, ande.

23



41" WBTC #ifg (4)
After Watching 41* WBTC

Round 20
(1) ¥ FBE ¢ Marvellous defence

#29
N/All

aKJT a2

vT6 vA954

e KJ97 ¢+AQT653
«AQ75 %42

. The Bidding:

W N E S
INT 2v Pass
3NT | Pass Pass | Pass

1NT=12-14

€ Assume 2v=v+ minor(54+)

%5 Firstlead vQ (1 from vKQXX 15| first lead Q)
Pl A S F e B R, S R R g ag ek th L

B0 BIRERE, BERe2 BW, 5 2 dbiiv8, i, Fied.
3.3, MEIE? , HeQ, JbaK, A9, THsA
%5 2 10 3, Vit 6 3He

Here, | just reported the actual play. | believe most of you would play similarly:

You duck the 1% trick, South plays the ¥2 to encourage. At trick 2, North continues
with the ¥8, you duck again and South wins with the vJ.

At trick 3, South returns the %3, do you finesse? West £Q, North &K, and returns the
%9, West «A

Tricks to 10: West plays 6 rounds of ¢
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#29

N/AlI

aKJT a2
v- v A9-
.- ¢+ 3
&7 & --

i 29ke, #15ke, 25Ra, FIH 3 IRA, 15Re, HEIR15Re, HHa, IRMFA
e, Jtth e, H 3 GRM. FIALPTRIN 6 SRIE: 3 9Ra, 25Rkv, 15k,

North has 2 times ¢, discards a v, 2 as, South discards 3 as, 1 «.On the last o,
South discards a &, you also discard a &, North also a 4 3 cards remain in each other.
The 6 cards remaining with North and Sourth are 3 s, 2 vsand 1 .

#29

N/AII

aKJ a2
v- vA9-
.- * -
® 7 & --

AZPEWT T, RIS 1 R 2 (BASR) bt 3 9kME wK3, oA, HI5? FEEERVT
H a2 ARAEA B BT )2 N TS AR RS, B R AR IS, — A A1 SR
v3.

Which should you play from dummy? “’Obviously”, North’s 3 cards should be vK3,
aA, right? In reality, the a2 was lead from dummy. Have you ever thought of the
cards remaining the North and South? Here, South was very cooperative with North in
not discarding his useless v 3.

#29 aA7
N/All v K

’--

& --
a KJ a2
v-- vA9
¢ - ¢ -
&7 & --

s Q

v3

’--

*J
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ST, 4 KME  The result was down 1.

#29 aA754
N/All vKQ8T7

¢+ 84

% K98
aKJT a2
vT6 vA954
e KJ97 ¢+AQT653
«AQ75 %42

4 Q9863

vJ32

¢ 2

*«JT63

Fa b2 Monaco [X[7 Fantoni  £1 Nunes .
Noth and South were Fantoni and Nunes of the Monaco Team.

(2) Round 20
AR 544 Unmakeable 5& contract

ALY 2R E G Se, WIRPISF T AHEE, b SEFT AU VIAAE 2 TG
PRI i de A NGEANERR, 75 8l

North and South have bid a reasonable contract of 5, . If the defeding side does not
commit mistake, 5& cannot be made. However, some players could make it because
their opponents could not read cards correctly and misdefended.

#18 aA42
E/All v]9614

eT2

«KJ64
4J863 aQ5
vT72 vAKQ853
¢+ K854 ¢ J6
«*Q9 132

aKT97

v -

+AQ973

«A875

IRZ Sy & . The bidding at most tables was:
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W N E S
1w Dbl
2v 3% 3v S
Pass | Pass | Pass

BREFIM A0 5, Bisraas, HWAERREIERT SOER %,

HolER At e, iz, R 2 MU TF-He3, THeK, BisF&iH.

— RS 2 B A BT, e Q RV oK, BRI w, & 155, WF#, J9F,
—ILHE] 6 Bk, 3 e, 2 s,

RERIE Fantoni T30 54, fliti/ZaA, TeQ oK, THHe FIHIT ¢ A, (AFH 1)
Fantoni ILH % JEIR A, He9, Fle st 3-3 70, HHEK, A&ICEA R,

| have watched 10 tables and found that they all defended incorrectly. However, some
declarers did not make use the opportunity and gave back the gift.

The 1%'lead was a v, ruffed.

One type was the ¢3 from dummy, West ¢ K and defence ended.

Another type was aA to hand, finessed the ¢ Q to West's ¢ K. West then returned a »
- another mistake, dummy ruffed, drew trumps, winning 6 trumps, 3 ¢s, and 2 as.

| watched Fantoni’s play of 5&, . He also played the aA, finessed the ¢Qto ¢K,
West returned a ¢ to dummy’s ¢ A, (very good).

Fantoni thought for a long time, then played the 9, hoping that the ¢s were 3-3, but
East ruffed and the contract was doomed.

#18 a4
E/All v]96

‘--

«KJ64
4J86 4 Q
vT7 vKQ853
+8 ¢’ -
«Q9 T3

aKT9

'--

¢73

«*A87

PEly, BEBORTArZer gt WHaARRleK, BT 1 fEfg5], 2 10 B0,
HH [T aQ, EB) Fantoni #sEMI4E, fhaK, Hed HZ2e3, ek, FeA Bl T
JE:

At this moment, expert players should not have made a mistake, i.e., if East returns the
vK, as dummy lacks an entry, declarercan only have 10 tricks. But if East returned a
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the aQ, it helped Fantoni to resurrect. He could play aK, used the «J to ruff the ¢ 3,
played the «K and then the A ending in the following situation:

#18 a--
E/All v] 96

‘_-

% 6
aJ8 . --
vT7 vKQ85
¢ -- .-
& -- & --

aT9

'--

*7

&7

ISy, EpEHEE Fantoni 5 ?
At this moment, how can it stump Fantoni?
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415 WBTC 8% (5)
After Watching WBTC (5)

ERMEEE Monaco FXHIREE, BHBREARRFGR, 7EB MRS, —H 25,
AR NZERZS . RPN Z, REEME 2 6], HE MK R

In the final match between the ltalitian Team and MonacoTeam, the performance of the
Italian team was excellent. It is quite expected that the Italian team would lead by a
large margin from the beginning until the end. There were many wonderful boards. |
just quote 2 examples to illustrate the performance of the ltalian team.

#21 a765
N/NS v K4

¢+¢AQJT32

Q2
a9 aJT32
vQ9875 vJT6
¢76 ¢+ K985
«KJ543 %T8

AaAKQ84

vA32

* 4

*«A976

TR R A R AR IRy Ry i
The bidding of the Italian Team when they sat North and South.

w N E S
Te Pass | 14

2¢ Dbl 2v Dbl
Pass | 2a Pass | 3w
Pass | 44 Pass | 4NT
Pass | 5« Pass | 6%
Pass | 6Ge Pass | 64
Pass | Pass Pass

= BB NT UST [XERIY 31 6, T HE Gt ANEE.
In the match for 2"-runner up — both Poland and USA1 teams could bid 64 , and

making 64 was not difficult.
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Fantoni/Nunes BJALsE  The bidding of Fantoni and Nunes:

W N E S
2¢ Pass | 2w
Pass | 2NT Pass | 3%
Pass | 3NT Pass | 44
Pass | Pass | Pass

FIRE 20 BN, 5 AP Fry i B L p
Perhaps the opening bid of 24 had affected their ability to bid a slam.

Board 75 KZE2EKMH] Not much can be done example

#75 aQ53
S/Nil vT73

¢976

%*T1543
MAT2 aT84
vKJ64 vQ985
+ K8 ¢AJT42
*« K762 %5

aKJO6

vA2

¢+ Q53

*«AQ98

2 WA R AT 4w, WA TTHURIE AR Monaco BRAA VY
East became the declarer of 4v , at both tables. The bididng at the table where the

contract was not made:

W N E S

1%

Dbl Pass | 1w Dbl
Pass 2% 3¢ Pass
4e Pass | Pass | Pass

B5lsA, Ba , EREUE« , vKERF | oK, Bifs, 5 6 BUEEE

EREHs , RET KT, (BUER , EFSRIVER—EIT T HAVERAR)
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#75 4 Q53
S/Nil vT

¢976

& --
AaAT2 aTS8
vJ6 v -
+ K8 ¢AJT42
* - * -

aKJI96

'__

¢+ Q53

.’.__

The 1% lead wa the %A , followed by another « , He chose to ruff the & , K to dummy,

«K , and ruffed another &, . He gave a trump at trick 6. South played a & , and East

could not make the contract anymore. (It is difficult to imagine that an expert would use
such a line of play that cannot make the contract.)

FrAAEEST o » XA 10 B> S5 FT 5B Monaco BRAGRBATLE » 1A S
FERE > D95l Lauria B4T > B9 [vA > JLv10 » HEFERRaG R » R A6 > PHa2
LaQ - HEZGE 1 8> JLFT s > WIT-aA

In order to have 10 tricks, it is necessary to establish the ¢’s. That this contrat could
not be made indicated that Monaco’s team could not do much anymore and it was not
possible to overturn the result. At the other table, Lauria declared. The 1% lead was

the A , North v10 ,perhaps to show a high card in as. South shifted to attack with the

a6 , West the 42 , North the aQ , and Declarer ducked. North played another & ,

dummy the aA

#75 a3
S/Nil vT7

¢976

«T543
a7 aT
vKJ6 vQ98
+ K8 ¢eAJT42
«K762 ®5

a K9

v?2

¢+ Q53

«AQ98
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Fae], EFeQE, Hel, Fie3, BT o8, I, & e K Hvo E|e9, oA A
Fo, N LeiE 33, FTRM. AR 1A e 10, Lauria EHFIHETIEA R
BIE O DA, BOCRIBR R B AR T . (N 24089 21 B, ISAkmaRs, 1REHE
[A] & IRy L9442 T9IMP. )

Played the vJ attrick 4 , covered by declarer’s ¥Q , played the ¢J , South the 3,
dummy the «8 , won, followed by by the ¢ K, played the v61to v9 , used ¢Ato
discard dummy’s & , as the ¢s were 3-3, the contract was made. ( If North did not

discard the 10 at trick 1 , Lauria’s entries now would still have problem. )

At this moment, it is for sure that the Italian team would be the champion. (It is because
it was difficult to earn back the difference of 79 IMP in the remaining 21 boards with

such as performance. )

B ZEE Monaco B 2 KXo RIR

Board 22
#22 aA83
E/EW vT3
¢J3
«AJTI953
aKT75 a Q942
vAlJ vKQ98
¢+ KQ862 o T
%62 «+KQ84
aJ6
v76542
¢ A9754
7

Monaco BXHJ Nunes 22 FgREnL h&

1 2NT
Dbl Pass Pass | 3¢
Dbl Pass Pass | Pass
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AR 3, A5 S E 4., Eole, FORE&0 N, @ 12TMP. WIERMY NT, T3 a5t
FTHG #MB5 3IMP. AR [H] 151MP,

The result was down 3. 4awas reached at the other table. The 1%'lead was a & |,

followed by a ruff of the 2™ & . 44 , was down 1, a loss of 12 IMP.  If 3NT was bid
instead, it could be made if the as were played correctly and there would be a gain of 3
IMP. The net result would be 15 IMP.

WA R, 0 T 2NT, R 2 NUEREETIR, VRS Uiy 2 By AR B4R — A7
AR 2NT ()[R, AR A 2 (1)

If we hold South’s cards and bid 2NT , many people will criticize you for bidding with too

few HCPs. So, you need to find a partner who will agree with your bidding of 2NT. |
think it is not easy.
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Automatic Defense (by Alan SZE)

Sometimes, as a defender, we might defend automatically. For example, when defending
3NT, partner led a 4™ best, we will follow to establish his suit everytime we got in. Does this
apply to ALL hands? Defense, needs cooperation.

In Match Points Pairs #1, | met the following hand. North opened 1+, South responded an

inverted minor raise 2¢. North then showed minimum and BAL with 2NT, and South raised to
3NT.

#12 a AK53
W / NS vA764

¢J103

%93
49864 aQ72
v K105 vQ9832
¢ K4 ¢ 87
*«A742 * Q106

aJ]10

v]

¢ AQ9652

«KJ185

East naturally led his 4™ best v3. West followed vK, declarer ducked. Declarer ducked
again on #T return, and took the 3 v. West got in with ¢ K, and attackeda. Declarer had
no way to get the 9" trick except playing # towards the J, since East would cash out his H if he
had %A.

One month later, | saw another hand in Open League #2. From the bidding, East showed
exactly 1444 and minimum, and West went into 3NT.

#6 aA87643
E/ NS vQ65

¢ Kl4

%7
aKQJ109 a5
v]O vA875
¢ 6 ¢A975
«KQJl92 «A1053

a2

vK104 2

¢+ Q10832

%1053
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Some tables led his 4" best ¢ 3, North automatically continued ¢J and ¢4 when declarer
ducked. Declarer then easily knocked out aA and sooner claimed for 10 tricks.

For some players, these two hands did not worth any discussion. Simply and automatically
defense. Or by double dummy, and said, ahhh... you shall shift to & (in the first hand), or you
shall shift to » (in the second hand). Shall these be truth? Let’s look in depth.

In the first hand, West is always right to shift & in team game. Whenever East held aK or aQ,
or v A9832, it was surely down in 3NT.  But in Match Points, it looks stupid when partner
having & Kxx v Q9832 ¢ XX & XxX.

From East point of view, declarer could be having
(@) & Kxxx v Axxx ¢ JTx & Ax; or

(b) & Axxx v Axxx ¢ JTx & Ax; or

() & Axxx v Axxx ¢ KJx & xx; or

(d) the actual hand & AKxx ¥ Axxx ¢ JTX & Xx.

Basically, for all the hands, he can see that there is no entry for him to cash out the , he shall
indicate not to continue the 3 v.

So, is there a way to do so? Yes. Do not automatically follow the 5™ v at the 2" trick.
Probably the »9 is the right card.

OK, then from West point of view. He also needs to count. East is known to have 5 cards v
since North did not have 5 cards Major. East do not follow the 5™ v indicating he wants a shit.
Clearly & was the suit.

In the second hand, North shift to v at 3" trick was correct in the actual layout. He could be
the only defender let the SNT making when declarer having v AKTx but ¢ Qxxx, declarer could
score S5&+4wv.

So, could South help? Yes. Again, do not automatically follow the 5" & at the 2™ trick.
Probably the ¢ 10 is the right card.

From South, North has to have either one of the black Aces, otherwise declarer would cash out
10 tricks in blacks plus ¢ A. Whichever it is, he had no entry for his long ¢. What he needs
is partner having vQxx to establish 2# tricks, as in the actual layout.

These two hands had a similar symptom, that the declarer did not have 5 cards in the open
leading suit. Hiding the 5" best and play a card not naturally, shall indicate some special thing.
In these hands, it showed “| had no entry to my suit”.  Are these very difficult? Personally, |
think these are not VERY DIFFICULT. More importantly, did the defender count?
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Another important thing is, defenders shall have a good habit to count and plan at trick one.
The above analysis might not be able to get done in several seconds. Reasonable stop at
trick one, on every hand, will give you, and your partner to count and plan. | doubt if the open
leader stopped for a long time at trick two when partner returned simultaneously the open
leader suit, and did not play the 5" best, will this cause any misinformation? Could anyone
familiar with the LAW answer this?
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Dunhuang Cup ZUEH 2013 (by Alan SZE)

| was invited by Louis CM CHAN, a good friend and opponents known from Rose Bowl
in my age, for the Dunhuang Cup # 24+ 2013 in early August. | eventually accepted
the invitation to Lanzhou @/ despite that the event might crashed with the Hong
Kong Open Team Qualifying rounds. Our teammates are from local #3# 4. Uncle
CHAN Yiu also form a 4-men team from Macau in this event, and arranged everything
for us.

For Teams event, there are 12 rounds of Swiss, with 8 boards each round, with
Screens. As mentioned before, all the China event has already been using the WBF
new 20 VPs scale.  After the qualifying swiss rounds, teams will be distributed into
Group A (16 teams), B (16 teams), C (14 teams), D (12 teams), according to the
ranking.

| set the target for our team, it's rank 17-21, into Group B. We did not bad in the
qualifying swiss, though we still made some mistakes. My partner isn’t an
experienced player, in round 1 board 5, he did not notice that the following bidding
sequence misleading him and caused damage.

«T82
5 v 19543 #pEN South West North East
+J4 B NS Pass INT
+Q87 X 24 Pass 2NT
a 97654 & KQ3 X 3% 3v Pass
v ¥ K862 4v Pass Pass Pass
+ 365 + K973
aKTa5 aAD
INT = 13-15 BAL
=AJ 246 = NAT W/S), Ti fer to 3+ N/E
v AQ7 = (on ), Transfer to (on )
+ AQT2 2NT = NAT (on W/S), showed BAL hand (on N/E)
& 643 3&% = NAT (on W/S), per transfer to 3& (on N/E)

| was surprised that my partner would bid with an 5332 hand. From my view, North
free bids at 3 level with few hcps, must have shortage somewhere, and when EW not fit
in & (East did not pass 2a), the shortage must be in «. And that’'s why | raised to 4v.
When dummy laid down and after the cards play, NS shall clarify the explanation on
both screens, and perhaps shall summon the director claiming there’s mis-explanation
and mis-information. Doubling opponents in any 3-level contract will have at least
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+500.
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« KT27653 South West North East
1 8 v 37 i E le
¢+ K8 S NS Pass 24 Pass 2NT
a64 Pass 3NT Pass Pass
+Q4 Pass
vAJ3
+ ATS
2QJTE3 14 = Precision, with uncertain number of ¢
al2 2& = Game Forcing
v 6542
+ )543
aK?

In Round 2, board 18, | was on lead with South hand. Since opponents opened 1+, |
had no obvious good choice. | decided to hit for my partner suit by leading aJ.
Declarer took the lead, went to dummy by v, and go for the « finesse. | took the trick
and persisted with a. Bingo!! Partner cashed out to down 3. If the declarer duck
the & lead, partner has to find the killing « shift. Could he? No idea. Declarer did not
challenge him.  Uncle CHAN Yiu on another table led the 4" best « (under a natural
14 opening), the only killing lead, declarer put up « A immediately, however, North faled
to unblock the «K, and thus 3NT was made in due course for Macau Team opponents.

South West North East
Pass
FREE
2 S NS Pass 1la Pass 1w
Pass 3NT Pass Pass
a AQT K Pass
vA98 v 7652
+ 153 + AQ7 1& = Precision, 16+ HCPs
& AKB2 &Tg54 1v = 8+ HCPs, 5+cards
3NT = To play ?!!
a |BG432
vKT4
« QJ7
&)

In Round 3 board 2, my partner led a10. Since | didn’t know he’s leading from 109x or
109xx. | followed an ambiguous a4. When declarer followed with the a7, everything
shall be clear. Declarer played a small v towards his v9. My partner took with vQ,
and somehow returning an automatic a9, and missed the chance of knocking out the
+A entry for the long v. Though 4v was cold, but we missed the chance.
teammates opened 1NT and landed in 2v.

However,
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QT75 South West North East
&
v H: D.'r_'E 1NT

« 79873 VulMs Pass 2¢ Pass 2v

a7l Pass 3& Pass e
& Ko2 & AS63 Pass 3a Pass 44
¥ ATE53 v Pass 4NT Pass Se
*5 + A2 Pass 6 Pass Pass
& KT84 & A2 Pass

» |4

v 98742 All NATURAL

* KJ4

& |95

Apart from our good scores or mistakes, we shall also learn from opponent well bid and
play hands. In Round 4 board 18, our opponent landed in an excellent 6«. The
opening lead was ¢9. Declarer took with ¢A, and finesse vK immediately. When «
was returned, he ruff in hand, two rounds trumps to dummy, ruff the last +, & t0 aA,
draw the last trump and claimed, with aK entry, declarer was able to use the vA10 to
discard two a.

Our teammates were also good enough to reach 6«. However, he chose a different
line of play, and went down.

South West North East
-
v AJO4 oir E Pass
* AKTH4 Vul: EW la Pass 24 Pass
akT743 3a Pass ANT Pass
= (1864 aT 54 Pass 6NT Pass
vh v T332 Pass Pass
¢ (198732 #
26 & A0 JT9852 34 = set suit, asking for cue bids
a AROIGTRIZ 54 = 2 keycards, with trump Q (?!)
w K76
+6
&

In the team event, our slam bidding was good enough. In Round 4 board 22, |
pretended to be having the aQ by the extra length, in which it did not work this hand.
Partner expected | had the running & and trying to protect for his «K, and landed in 6NT.
The lead was 10, while partner tried to set up the trap by playing aJ, giving no
opportunity for the opponents to discard. But of course the opponents did not make
any error to shiftto «. 6NT down 2.
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There were many 74X and 64X down across the field.... The v slams still down as the
cards lie...
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South West North East
i’j‘élsﬁ o le Pass
2 1 o AKTSE | .ILI.. :,:,S 3e 3v Pass Pass
&78 44 Pass 5e S5v
Pass Pass DBL Pass
a K42 » J975
v K98743 vAQT2 Pass Pass
o7 + 4
ATY %3842 3¢ = PRE
«T3
vh
+ 29532
&K0J53
Sometimes, you’re doing good, but opponents would reduce their loss. In Round 8

board 21, we landed in a cold 5 with the simple finesse aK working. However,

opponents showed their good judgment and sacrificed in 5v, -500 rather than -600.

South West North East
i 3?343 Dir: W Pass Pass Pass
4 + Q52 Vul: Both 1e DBL 1a Pass
& K T54 2¢ Pass 3e Pass
& JT952 & AQIT 3NT Pass Pass DBL
vAJT4 v 0353 Pass Pass Pass
+6 + Jo8
027 & 052 All NATURAL
L4
v K72
+ AKT743
&A83

Good card reading skill is also needed for good scores.
being DBL and presumed to be asking for » lead.

In Round 9 board 4, 3NT
aJ lead as requested. Although

opponents could be leading 0/1 from AJ10, putting small in the first lead was always
correct, since the 2" & will clear the situation. As expected, East shifted to v when
aQ come in, while West played the v10. It was very clear that S was 5-3, and nine
tricks were there. When cashing out the «+, with 4 cards ending, dummy had +6
+K105, declarer had vK7 «£A8, West had to find a discard with vAJ «QJ7. |
confidently played a small v to bring down the vA when he discarded the vJ smoothly.
10 tricks worth +950, and 8 imps.
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South West North East
&~ |32
Pass
:?1%5;3 'EII-EEW 2NT Pass 3e Pass
ol n 3v Pass 3NT Pass
K Q764 4e Pass Pass Pass
- -
v ABTE vl
+ A39 + Q875 2NT = 20-21 HCPs
*JTESE *98?5 3’ = Transfer
~ ATOEE
vRT2
+ K4
& AR

Sometimes, declarer play is helped by the defense. In Round 12 board 22, | chose to
upgrade the hand and opened 2NT. When «3 was led and dummy come down, | had
no idea to play since there’s obviously no entry to dummy. The « AKQ would be using
to discard the & in dummy. Eventually, | chose to play « K from hand directly, at trick 2,
targeting to lose 2+ tricks and find the vJ on the way. Surprisingly, +K was ducked,
perhaps West was afraid that | need entry to dummy. The contract suddenly become
easily making, | gave up another «, « discarding the a in dummy, and cross ruff.
Ended up losing 2 trumps and 1 «. 4+ making vs the other table got down in 4a. 4a
was easily down when declarer tried to double finesse the trump, and lost 2 Aces, 1
trump, and v ruff.

We finished the qualifying swiss with 126.72 VPs (average 10.56 VPs per round),
ranking at 21% out of 58 teams. And entering group B as wish.

South West North East
i?ﬁa 52 3 Dir: W Pass Pass Pass
4 + AJBE 'v'rn'.a'l':' Both ls Pass 1w Pass
«52 la Pass INT Pass
& 87 & KJT4 3% Pass 3a Pass
v 0874 vKT2 S Pass 6% Pass
+ KQT2 + 7543 Pass Pass
|43 aT7
» (J965 All NATURAL
v AQ
+9
& AK(986

Again, our slam bidding was not good in the team event. In group B round 1 board 4,
we reached an unqualified 6«. 6+ was cold as the cards lie, but | declared wrongly
and got down. ¢K was led. East would be squeezed in Majors after an v finesse
and cashing out all trumps. With 5 cards ending, declarer had 4aQ965 v A, dummy
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had a A32 v J6, East had to discard from a KJ104 vK10.
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South West North East
iig?g ’ oir § le Pass 1la Pass
7 ¢ KOT 'u’m':' Both INT Pass e Pass
&b 2NT Pass 3w Pass
A 84 aQJ72 34 Pass 3NT Pass
v.J2 v 85 4e Pass 4NT Pass
¢ 5432 + 08 54 Pass 6v Pass
& 973 & A3842 Pass Pass
» KB
v KOT43 24 = Any Game Forcing
+ ATG 3NT = Non-Serious 3NT
& KTH

Eventually, we had a well bid 6. In group B round 1 board 7, when 2NT confirmed no
3 cards a (typically it would be 2533), 3v showed v fit, it was really good for North to
hear the aK and subsequent « A cue bid.

a KJ72 South West North East
vAQT75432 Dirw Pass lv Pass
+ Vil Mone la 2¢ 3e Pass
= 3v Pass 4v Pass
LI & (083 Pass Pass
v.JT9 v
+ KJT953 + ASR4
&743 & 1852
& TE54
v K8
72
2 AQTI6

A good friend (and mentor) taught me that, it's always right to play in the 7 cards suit
when you're having 7-4 (even 4-4 fit). This board might verify what he said. In group
B round 3 board 8, we successfully landed in 4+ rather than 4a. After the ¢ lead and
continuation, «K was unblocked. Two rounds trumps to dummy, cashing out +AQ to
discard two a. And & was led from dummy. 4w was easily made, while teammates
defeated 44 by 2 Aces, one ruff, and the natural trump Q winner.
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aT

South West North East
22 vAQJ832 DIrE »
+ 62 Vul: EW Pass 3NT 4y Pass
#A973 Pass X Pass Pass
()4 & AKTT3 Pass
YEKIT5 v 04
+ ACL + KOBTH4
& |TE4 LY
« 03652
¥v7G
+T3
& K52

Sometimes, light open with shape does have its effect. In group B round 4 board 22,
opponents landed in 3NT. Double dummy defense could have down it 5 tricks. My
partner tried to save it by 4v. If & was 3-2 with vK onside, 4v was cold for 6v + 4.
Now, it’s just two off. Sadly, teammates landed in a no chance 5s.

We eventually ranked 8" in Group B. Not a bad one.

We then participated in the Match Point Open Pairs right after the Team events.

46



& AQT5 DIr E South West North East
v AK2 Vul: N-S ross
¢ Q9742 la Pass le Pass
&2 24 Pass 2v Pass
& KJT & 986432 3v Pass 3a Pass
v 984 v 176 4 Pass 4e Pass
+ T8 $ 53 44 Pass ANT Pass
& KQJT7 & 95 5e Pass 7 Pass
7Y SOVANT Pass Pass
15 v QJ53 N37745
10 04 AKJG g%-{?dﬁ{' 44 =RKCin ¢
15 & AB643 Woo - - - - 44 = 0/3
s K2 ' DI E South West North East
Pass
1 4 : i—?; 4 Vul: None 1s Pass lv Pass
& KQT7 1a Pass 24 Pass
& JT54 & Q96 2v Pass 3% Pass
¥ T86 v J92 3v Pass 44 Pass
¢ 9542 ¢+ QJ863 44 Pass ANT Pass
& 96 & J5 5¢ Pass 7% Pass
] g W AB73 SOVANT Pass Pass
v K53 N 74757
TeK 2?4?5T 44 = RKCin C
14 & AB432 W : : : : : 44 = 2 KC without trump Q

4NT = ask lowest King

After a long long warm up period (the team event), we eventually bided and made two
grand slams in minor, during the Open Pairs Qualifying. Board 2, the 7+ scored 39.5
out of 41, whilst Board 14, the 7+ scored 36 out of 41.

* South West North East
1 : ﬁg'?:i TZTJ Pass INT
| ul- None Pass 2v Pass 34
& QT763 Pass 46 Pass 4v
& KJ643 & QT92 Pass ANT Pass S5
v AQ v K42 Pass 6NT Pass Pass
¢ AK97 ¢ Q853 Pass
& 95 & AK
g 8 SOVANT INT = Precision, 13-15 HCPs
v T965 N1---- 2v = transfer
7 ¢ T642 E 1 . 54 = 1/4 keycard
1T &J842 i
W -5656266
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We shall also learnt from opponents well bidding. We had a clear 0 (out of 41) in
board 17. The ex-China National Team player Dong Lidang # #|% taking nearly 3

minutes consideration after the response of RKC, reached this excellent 6NT, losing

just aA. They deserved the clear top.

The Open Pairs Qualifying have more than 40 tables, qualifying 14 tables into Final,
with carry-over of 50% scores. Louis and me had a total of 530.50 = 53.91%, ranking

24 out of 84 pairs. That’s 5% behind from the top pair.

Surprisingly, we had a very steady and nice performance in the Final !

& AKS4 Dir S
1 v2 Vul: None
¢ K985
+ QT62
& Q62 a T87
v Q5 v AJ643
¢ QJT ¢ 76
& AKB73 & J54
o J53 bOPVANT
v KT987 N13231
14 E‘h“sz 5S13231
& &9 At

South West North East
Pass la Pass le
Pass INT Pass Pass
Pass

In the Match Points Pairs, one of the crucial technique is, you opened 1NT at the right
moment, and did not at the wrong moment.
cards suit, we would be landed in 2v, which would be down plenty due to the bad «
break and lack of entries. However, 1NT on just one minor misdefense, down 1 got us

12 out of 13 (top = 13).

4 765 Dir: W
12 K852 yyns

¢2
& K732

4 AT8 & KJ3

v QT74 ¥ AJ63

¢ AK97 ¢ QJ4

- J8 & QTS5

4 Q942 & OVANT

6

'
14 14 4 T8653
6 & A964
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In board 11, if | opened 1NT with a good 5

South West North East
INT Pass 3NT
Pass Pass Pass




In board 12, whilst strangely, | opened 1NT with West and partner raised to 3NT.
Again, the bad v break making the 4v no chance. But when North normally led his 4™
best v. We had 11 tricks and got 8 out of 13.

4 AT94 ' Dir S South West North East
23 v B5 : Pass INT Pass 24
Vul: Both
+ 9863 Pass 2v Pass 4é
% 964 Pass Pass Pass
& Q8 & K53
v AQ42 v JTS93
¢ AKJT7 ¢ 42
& 73 & AJTS
- s ®J762 hOVANT
" EvK?G s
+ Q5 " oW
E 36815
o * KQa2 W3 as61 5

In board 23, due to some rebid problem, | again opened 1NT with West. This time
we’re in 4v. On a passive ¢ lead, | just played small a towards dummy, when aK
scored and vK finesse successful, we have got another fruitful 11 out of 13.

& ABS Dir: E South West North East
22 i Vul: E-W Pass
:. i‘T‘FTBZ Pass 1a X Pass
& KQJT? ad 2v Pass 2NT Pass
3v Pass 3NT Pass
: ?g T : BQ?B:4 Pass X Pass Pass
&« QT2 & K9853 Pass
- #9832 hOVANT
v K9652 N-21-
14 £ 4 93 E - 21 =2
L o S, =
3 * ?B‘ W 3 T —

When the tournament nearly come to the last round, | thought we’re having a good
chance to win. Concentration were needed. In board 22, | planned to X the 3NT and
got the & lead. Seems that my partner did not agree with it. Luckily, the «5 lead still
set the contract by one trick. +100 brought us another 11 out of 13.

By getting 196.96 = 63.13%, we overcome the carry-over and got the champion for this
event!!
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Although the best pairs in China did not participate in this event, getting a Champion in
an China Event is not an easy task. This journey shall bring me the sweetest memory,
especially when the cash prize covering all the travelling expenses.

We’re looking forward to see another Champion in China Event from Hong Kong
players !!
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Masterful Dummy Play

Another Bridge Movie
Samuel Wan

This is a hand chosen from Round 16 against Poland, one of the serious
contenders in the Senior Category (D’Orsi Trophy) at the 41" World Team
Championship in Bali. (For your information, Poland eventually came third,
after beating France soundly by 50 imps in the play-off).

Prior to this match, we have not been doing well and could only manage a
pathetic 13™ out of 22 teams. This is a critical match, if we were to salvage any
hopes of squeezing into the quarter-finals.

Imagine yourself in the Open Room, pitched against Apolinary Kowalski (RHO —
he won the World Mixed Pair in 1994 and came second in the Generali
Individual in 1998) and Jacek Romanski (LHO — Bridge Olympiad champion in
1984 and 4" place finish in the World Open Pairs in 1996). This pair has been
playing together for 10 years and is rated by their captain as the best senior pair
in the entire field of the D’Orsi trophy.

The first two boards were uneventful. This is the third one.
Board 19  W/NS (direction switched 90 degrees)
You held this hand as South

74 9 K873 ¢ AKJO & A42

The bidding went:
West North East South
Pass Pass I X INT
pr Joko 3NT All Pass
* Polish Club, usually 12-16 balanced
ek Both majors

Dummy put down a respectable collection

& AKJS52
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vo
¢ 8642
* Q73

Your hand was
a74
¥ K873
¢ AKJ9
& A42

LHO led ¥Q, RHO played ¥4 (UDCA).

How would you plan the play?

st sk st sk sfe sk sfe st sfe sk she s sk st sk st sk st sk s sk s ste s st sfe sk sk sk sk sfeoske sk sk sk sk s sie s st sk steosk st sk seoske sesie skt sk skosk

There are basically three lines of play:

(1) Duck the first heart and hope LHO continues the suit. However, the
club spots are alarmingly weak and you are worried about a switch,
which will deprive you of a sure heart trick

(2)  Win the first heart, hope the diamonds behave and subsequently guess
spades correctly

(3)  Win the first heart and play one back instantly — in essence, you are
praying for the opponents to screw up

What would you do?

st sk st sk st sk sfe st sfe sk she st s st sk st sk st sk s sk s ste s st sfe sk sk st sk sheoske sk sk sk sk sfe st s st sk skeoske st sk sk sk skt sk skosk

Since you are playing against former world champions, you can practically
discard the third option.

How would you picture the opponents’ hands?

st sk st sk sfe sk sfe st sfe sk she s sk st sk st sk st sk s sk s ste s st sfe st sk st sk sk sk sk sk sk st sfe st s st sk steoske st sk seoske sk sk sk skosk

Let’s see. Your side had 25 high card points combined, leaving 15 for the
opponents. They could be divided 3 — 12 or 5 — 10.

Which scenario is more likely?
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st sk st sk sfe sk sfe st s sk sk s sk st sk st sk st sk s sk s ste s st sfe sk sk st sk sheoske sk sk sk st s st sk st sk skeosk st sk seoske sesie skt sk skeosk

Despite the 1% opening, my money is on 5 — 10 because RHO;s third hand
opening at favorable vulnerability could be based on a nice club suit.

LHO rates to be 4-5-2-2. The spade hook seems odds on, given the 4-2
distribution.

But is there any way of eliminating the spade guess?

st sk st sk sfe sk sfe st sfe sk she s sk st sk sk sk st sk s sk s ste s st sfe st sk st sk sheoske sk sk sk st s sie s sk sk skeoske st sk seoske sesie sk sk skeosk

Yes. Firstly, duck the heart — this is relatively safe. For all he knows, LHO may
think partner has AXXX or KXXX in hearts. It would be extremely difficult for
him to shift to a club (more on that later).

On the expected heart continuation, RHO took the trick with the ace and
continued with another one.

You grab the third heart and cash the ace of diamonds (just in case), then play a
spade to dummy (again, just in case) and finesse in diamonds. It held, predictably,
voila! After running the diamonds, you finally finesse in spades. If RHO takes it
with the spade queen, he will be end-played to give you a club trick, along with
an entry to redeem the third spade...nine tricks in all. Beautiful!

Wait, what about an annoying club shift at trick two?

st sk st sk sfe sk sfe st s sk she s sk st sk st sk st sk s sk s ste s st sfe sk sk st sk sheoske sk sk sk st sfe st s st sk skeosk st sk seoske st sk sk skosk

Well, you do have a counter measure, bearing in mind that without scoring the
heart king, you only have 7 tricks.

You take the club shift with the ace, tackle spades and diamonds as before, and
finesse spades on the second round of the suit. When the spade jack holds, cash
the spade king and run the diamonds, ending in hand. Assuming you watch
RHOQO’s discards closely, you can endplay him in either clubs or hearts, yielding
the 9™ trick.

Hopefully, you do not need this fallback. After all, it would be close to a miracle
if LHO could divine a club shift at trick two.

st sk st sk sfe sk sfe st s sk she s sk st sk st sk st sk s sk s ste s st sk sk sk st sk sfeoske sk sk sk st sfe st sk st sk sk sk st sk seoske sesie sk sk skosk

The full hand was:
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& AKJS52

vo
¢ 8642
& Q73
& Q1096 83
v Q1062 v A54
¢ 105 ¢ Q75
* 65 & KJ1098
& 74
v K873
¢ AKJ9
& A42

Would you be able to spot this line at the table?

st sk st sk st sk sfe st sfe sk she s sk st sk st sk st sk s sk s ste s st sfe st sk st sk sheoske sk sk sk st sfe st sk st sk st sk st sk seske st sk sk skeosk

The Hong Kong declarer, who shall remain nameless, took the first heart and
tried to drop the spade queen — while this was not a silly blunder, one could
perhaps criticize him for not possessing a good nose. At the other table,
teammates stole the contract and played 2% as EW, going down two. This result
translated into a loss of 5 imps rather than a gain of 11.

For those following the tournament, we eventually lost this match by 22 imps and
thus scored only 4.62 VPs. The setback pushed us back even further — 14™ out of

22 teams, literally one full match from 8" placed Canada.

PS. We recovered somewhat towards the last two days and eventually placed
11" — with a slightly above average score.

54



Schedule Oct — Dec 2013

Mariner Conference
Grand Slam Individual erome Cheung
Room

Mariner Conference

om Wong Swiss Pairs - S. (2) erome Cheung
Room

Mariner Conference
Match Point Pairs (5-7)
Room

29 Invitational Team (3) Mariner Main Hall Kelvin Yim

Mariner Conference

8 Fri  [Paul Jones Pairs (2-7) --—- TBC ---
Room
Main Hall and

16 |Sat (Open League (5) Arthur Lau

Conference Room

Invitational Team (4) Mariner Main Hall Kelvin Yim

6 Fri  Paul Jones Pairs (3-7) Mariner Conference Room |--- TBC ---

Main Hall and
14 [Sat |Open League (6) Arthur Lau
Conference Room

24 Tue No Event - Christmas Eve N/A --- TBC ---

31 ue No Event - New Years Eve /A --- TBC ---
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