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Today’s VuGraph Matches 

10:00         Singapore v Chinese Taipei (Open) 

13:30                     To be decided 
16:00                     To be decided 

 

In the Open Teams playoffs China is first to secure a 

spot in the Bermuda Bowl. Chinese Taipei and Singapore 
meet today to determine which of them will qualify. 

In the Zone 7 playoff New Zealand easily defeated 

Australia. 

It is also congratulations to China who have qualified 
for the Venice Cup in the Ladies series. Chinese Taipei 

face Philippines in today's playoff. 

In Zone 7, Australia were too strong for New Zealand. 

China HK - Tse have earned a trip to Bali for the 
d'Orsi Senior Teams while Japan Imax and Thailand I will 

contest the final spot. 

Australia forced a concession from in the Zone 7  
playoff. 

The Winners Take it All 

A Shopper’s Paradise 
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10:00-12:15 Play-off 2-1  

09:30-13:30 
 

 

 

Xiashun APBF Open Pairs  

Final/Swiss 1 &2 

13:30-15:45 Play-off 2-2  

16:00-18:15 Play-off 2-3  

14:30-18:30 

19:30~ Prize Presentation and Victory Dinner 

Today’s programme 

The Ultimate Bridge Quiz 
 

Here are the answers to the Quiz in Bulletin 8 

 

W G Grace 

Cards on the Table 

Four Hearts doubled 

The King of Clubs 

Romeo & Juliet 

The Tempest 

Julius Caesar 

Groucho Marx in A Night at the Opera  

Animal Crackers 

Rufus T. Firefly in Duck Soup 

12 Angry Men 

Lord Blackwood 

Grand Slam, 1933 

Where Eagles Dare 

Titanic 

Alan Truscott 

Hugh Kelsey 

The Hideous Hog 

Edgar Kaplan 

Hilda Rumpole (Rumpole Misbehaves by John Mortimer) 

Singleton of Auchroisk 

Tosca  

Omar Sharif 

Chico's last public appearance was in 1960, playing cards on a television show, Celeb-

rity Bridge. 
 

http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0000050/
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Hong Kong Phooey 

Hong Kong Phooey is 

a 16-episode Hanna-

Barbera animated se-

ries that aired 

on ABC in 1974. The 

main character, Hong 

Kong Phooey, is 

a superhero who 

uses Chinese martial 

arts to fight crime.  

 

Hong Kong Phooey is the secret alter ego of Penrod 

'Penry' Pooch, a mild-mannered police station janitor. 

Hong Kong Phooey/Penry Pooch is also 

an anthropomorphic dog in a world populated mainly 

by normal humans. 

Hong Kong Fuey is also the nickname of the well 

known snooker player Marco Fu, who was born in 

Hong Kong. 

 

Might there be a superhero or two  in the match  

between the teams from Indonesia and Chinese Taipei 

in the RR2 R7 Ladies match? 

 

Dealer East 

NS Vul 

   [ Q 10 5 

   ] 10 9 8 3 

   { J 9 6 

   } K 9 8 

 [ K 6 4 2     [ J 7 

 ] Q 4      ] J 7 6 5 2 

 { K 3      { Q 10 8 5 

 } A Q 7 5 3    } J 4 

   [ A 9 8 3 

   ] A K 

   { A 7 4 2 

   } 10 6 2 

 

Open Room 

 West North East      South 

 Wu          Bojoh          Tsai      Tueje 

                    Pass      1}* 

 Pass          1{*          Pass      1NT 

 All Pass  

 

1} 11-22 

1{ Occasionally short 

West led the five of clubs and East won with the jack 

and returned the four, West taking the ace and exiting 

with the three of clubs to dummy's king. Declarer played 

the ten of hearts to her king followed by the three of 

spades. When West went up with the king she could 

cash her clubs, but declarer was assured of seven tricks, 

+90.   

 

Closed Room 

 West North East         South 

 Dewi          Gong          Murniati Hu 

                     Pass         1NT 

 All Pass 

 

Once again West led the five of clubs and East won with 

the jack. She switched to the five of hearts and declarer 

won with the king and played the three of spades,  

putting in the ten when West played low. East won with 

the jack and went back to clubs. West cleared the clubs 

and declarer had no way to come to a seventh trick, one 

down, -100 and 5 IMPs to Indonesia. 

 

Dealer West 

Both Vul 

   [ A 9 7 6 

   ] J 10 7 3 

   { 8 4 

   } A 7 3 

 [ Q 4           [ 10 5 2 

 ] A 2           ] 9 4 

 { K J 10 9 7 6  { A Q 5 3 2 

 } K Q 2   } 10 8 6 

   [ K J 8 3 

   ] K Q 8 6 5 

   { — 

   } J 9 5 4 

 

Open Room 

 West North East        South 

 Wu          Bojoh          Tsai        Tueje 

 1NT          Pass          Pass        2}* 

 2{          2[          3{        3[ 

 All Pass 

 

2} Majors.   

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hanna-Barbera
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Animated_series
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Animated_series
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_Broadcasting_Company
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Superhero
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chinese_martial_arts
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chinese_martial_arts
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anthropomorphic
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With a close decision, North opted for 2[. Given the 

bidding you might well make 4[ by taking the right 

view in spades (and if you get forced in diamonds you 

have little choice). 

That is what happened here, declarer ruffing the  

diamond lead, cashing the king of spades, playing the 

king of hearts to West's ace, ruffing the diamond re-

turn, playing a spade to the king and then playing 

hearts, +170 

 

Closed Room 

 West North East         South 

 Dewi          Gong          Murniati Hu 

 1{          Pass          1NT          2}* 

 3{          4]          5{          Pass 

 Pass          Dbl          All Pass 

 

2} Majors 

 

4] would have made in comfort, but 5{ was expensive.  

Declarer had to lose a heart, two spades and two clubs 

for three down, -800 and 12 IMPs to Chinese Taipei. 

 

Dealer East 

EW Vul 

   [ J 9 8 4 2 

   ] 3 

   { A 9 5 4 

   } A 7 5 

 [ A K 7 6      [ Q 10 3 

 ] —       ] A K 10 8 7 5 

 { K Q 10 8 2      { J 7 6 

 } 10 8 6 3     } Q 

   [ 5 

   ] Q J 9 6 4 2 

   { 3 

   } K J 9 4 2 

 

Open Room 

 West North East      South 

 Wu          Bojoh          Tsai      Tueje 

                    1]      Pass 

 1[          Pass          2]      Pass 

 2NT          Pass          3[      Pass 

 3NT          All Pass 

 

North led the four of diamonds and declarer won with 

dummy's six and played back the jack of diamonds. 

North won and switched to the ace of clubs and a club 

but declarer had nine tricks, +600. 

If North leads a low club at trick one then South would 

have to duck, which looks way too difficult to me.  

Were North to lead the ace of clubs followed by a low 

one South might get it right, but it is still a tough play 

to find.  

 

Closed Room 

 West North East          South 

 Dewi          Gong          Murniati Hu 

                    1]          Pass 

 2{          Pass          2]          Pass 

 2[          Pass          3{          Pass 

 3[          Pass          4}          Dbl 

 Pass          Pass          4]          Pass 

 5{          All Pass 

 

North cashed the ace of clubs and when South  

encouraged with the two decided to force dummy with 

a club. Declarer ruffed, played a spade to the king and 

ruffed a club. 

Declarer made the natural looking play of pitching her 

last club on a heart and then played the jack of  

diamonds. When North ducked she ruffed a heart with 

the eight of diamonds and North overuffed and exited 

with a spade. In dummy with the ten of spades,  

declarer neglected to cash the queen and played a 

heart, ruffing with the ten of diamonds. North pitched a 

spade and declarer could not avoid a second  

undertrick, two down -200 and 13 IMPs to Chinese 

Taipei. 

Declarer missed an almost impossible chance. After 

ruffing her third club she must resist the temptation to 

get rid of the last one. She plays the jack of diamonds. If 

North ducks she ruffs a heart and plays a diamond and 

North, with only spades and diamonds is helpless. 

If North switches to a major suit after cashing the ace 

of clubs then even this tiny chance would no longer be 

available to declarer.     

 

Dealer South 

Both Vul 

   [ 9 8 4 2 

   ] Q 10 5 4 

   { Q 4 

   } 10 5 3 

 [ K J 3      [ A Q 10 5 

 ] A K 9     ] 8 7 6 

 { J 9 8 5     { 7 6 

 } J 7 4     } A Q 8 6 

   [ 7 6 

   ] J 3 2 

   { A K 10 3 2 

   } K 9 2 
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Open Room 

 West North East         South 

 Wu          Bojoh          Tsai         Tueje 

                             Pass 

 Pass          Pass          1{         Pass 

 3NT          All Pass 

 

Notice West's initial pass - was that a lapsus manus? 

North led the four of hearts and West took South 

queen with the ace and played a club to the queen. 

South ducked, but declarer simply played the ace of 

clubs and a club, establishing a ninth trick, +600. 

 

Closed Room 

 West North East          South 

 Dewi          Gong          Murniati Hu 

                             1{* 

 Pass          1]          Pass         1NT 

 All Pass 

 

1{ Precision, 0+diamonds 

 

West led an unlucky five of diamonds and declarer 

won in hand with the ten and played a heart to the 

queen. When that held she played a heart back to the 

jack and king. West played another diamond to 

dummy's queen and declarer played a spade to the 

seven and West's jack. West switched to the four of 

clubs and East took the ace and returned a club, so 

declarer was home, +90 and 12 IMPs to Chinese 

Tapei. 

 

Dealer North 

EW Vul 

   [ K Q J 9 7 4 2 

   ] 9 7 3 

   { K 9 6 

   } — 

 [ A 8 5 3       [  6 

 ] K Q 10 4       ]  6 

 { A        {  Q J 10 8 3 2 

 } 10 9 7 6      }  A J 5 3 2  

   [ 10 

   ] A J 8 5 2 

   { 7 5 4 

   } K Q 8 4 

 

Open Room 

 West North East      South 
 Wu          Bojoh          Tsai      Tueje 

                            3[      All Pass 

 

 

 

East led the six of hearts and West won with the ten, 

cashed the ace of diamonds and returned the king of 

hearts. East ruffed and tried to cash the ace of clubs. 

North ruffed, played a spade to the ten, and when it 

held she pitched a diamond and a heart on the top clubs, 

and a diamond on the ace of hearts, +140. 

 

Closed Room 

 West North East          South 

 Dewi          Gong          Murniati Hu 

                            3[         All Pass 

 

Here too West won the opening heart lead with the ten 

and simply returned the king of hearts. East saw fit to 

ruff that and now declarer was in the game. East  

returned the queen of diamonds to West's ace and she 

exited with a club. Declarer ruffed and played the jack of 

spades to West's ace. She ruffed the club return and 

drew trumps to reach this ending: 

 

   [ 7 

   ] 3 

   { K 9 

   } — 

 [ —           [ — 

 ] Q 4           ] — 

 { —    { 10 3 

 } 10 9   }  A J  

   [ — 

   ] A J 

   { 7 

   } K 

 

Declarer played her last spade and East discarded the 

jack of clubs. All declarer has to do now is pitch the jack 

of hearts. Then  a heart to the ace squeezes East in the 

minors. Alas, declarer discarded the club king and had to 

go one down, -50 and 5 IMPs to Indonesia.  

 

Dealer South 

None Vul 

   [ 9 8 2 

   ] A K J 7 6 5 4 

   { 5 4 2 

   } — 

 [ J 6 5 3   [  A Q 10 7 

 ] 10           ]  Q 9 8 

 { A K Q 3          {   9 8 6 

 } A Q 10 6         }   8 5 3 

   [ K 4 

   ] 3 2 

   { J 10 7 

   } K J 9 7 4 2 
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Open Room 

 West North East      South 

 Wu          Bojoh          Tsai      Tueje 

                          Pass 

 1}*          3]           Dbl*      Pass 

 3[          Pass           4[      All Pass  

 

1} Precision 

 

North led the ace of hearts and switched to the eight 

of spades. South won with the king and returned the 

seven of clubs, covered by the queen and ruffed by 

North who tried the king of hearts. Declarer ruffed 

and cashed the jack of spades. With diamonds 3-3 she 

had ten tricks, +420. 

 

Closed Room 

 West North East          South 

 Dewi          Gong          Murniati Hu 

                              Pass 

 1}*          4]           Dbl          Pass 

 4[          All Pass  

 

1} Precision 

 

The first two tricks were identical but then South 

switched to the three of hearts. Declarer ruffed, 

played a spade to the ten (North following with the 

nine) and ruffed the queen of hearts with the jack of 

spades. She played four rounds of diamonds and 

pitched a club on the last one. It was a cruel blow 

when North ruffed the ace of clubs and exited with a 

heart, South winning a club at the end for one down 

and 10 IMPs to Chinese Tapei. 

However, declarer was perhaps the architect of her 

own misfortune. North was known to have started 

with seven hearts and three diamonds and had  

followed to two rounds of trumps. With a singleton 

club she might have led it, or switched to it at trick 

two. If declarer ruffs the winning diamond she can 

draw the last trump. When North has it she is 

counted out and the club finesse is a certainty. If 

South has it then North has a singleton club, making 

South a favourite to hold the king.   

 

 

Dealer West 

NS Vul 

   [ A J 7 5 3 2 

   ] 10 3 

   { 10 4 3 

   } J 6 

 [ K Q 9 8 6  [ 10 

 ] A K Q 6  ] 7 5 4 2 

 { 6 2   { A J 5 

 } 4 3   } A 10 7 5 2 

   [ 4 

   ] J 9 8 

   { K Q 9 8 7 

   } K Q 9 8 

 

Open Room 

 West North East      South 

 Wu          Bojoh          Tsai      Tueje 

 1[          Pass          1NT*     Pass 

 2]          Pass          4]       All Pass 

 

North led the jack of clubs and declarer put up dummy's 

ace and ran the ten of spades to North's jack. Now the 

simplest defence is for North to play another club. 

South wins and plays a third club and declarer has no 

obvious reply. 

However, North switched to a trump and declarer won 

and took a second round. Now it should have been 

straightforward, draw the outstanding trump, and run 

the king of spades. When declarer left the trump out, 

playing the king of spades at once, South ruffed and 

cashed a club, one down.    

  

Closed Room 

 West North East         South 

 Dewi          Gong          Murniati Hu 

 1[          Pass          1NT* Pass 

 2]          Pass          3]          Pass 

 4]          All Pass 

 

1NT Forcing 

 

Full marks to North who, after lead a club and winning 

trick two with the ten of spades, played a second club. 

Also to South, who played a third club. Declarer ruffed 

with the queen of hearts and North discarded the four 

of diamonds. 

Declarer ran the eight of spades, pitching a diamond and 

South ruffed and has only to play her last club to  

complete an excellent defence. Unaccountably she 

switched to the king of diamonds and declarer was 

home. She won in dummy, drew trumps and ran the king 

of spades, +420 and 10 IMPs to Indonesia.   
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Dealer West 

Both Vul 

   [ K J 4 3 

   ] 9 2 

   { K Q 8 3 

   } 10 8 3 

 [ Q 8 7 5 2     [ A 10 9 

 ] 6      ] A J 10 7 5 4 3 

 { A 10 2     { 9 5 

 } A K 5 2    } 6 

   [ 6 

   ] K Q 8 

   { J 7 6 4 

   } Q J 9 7 4 

 

Open Room 

 West North East     South 

 Wu          Bojoh          Tsai     Tueje 

           Pass          1]     Pass 

 1[          Pass           2]     Pass 

 3NT    All Pass  

 

I recall an old piece of wisdom - 'never put a seven 

card suit down in dummy' - and it was certainly true 

on this hand, as 4] is likely to make. 

North led the queen of diamonds and declarer ducked 

twice, won the third round and played a heart to the 

jack and king. She won the club return with the ace, 

cashed the king, crossed to the ace of spades and 

cashed the ace of hearts. When the queen refused to 

put in an appearance she was four down, -400.   

 

 

Closed Room 

 West North East         South 

 Dewi          Gong          Murniati Hu 

           Pass          Pass         Pass 

 1[          Pass          2]         Pass 

 2[          Pass          4[         All Pass  

 

North led the king of diamonds and declarer won 

with the ace, cashed the top clubs discarding a  

diamond, and ruffed a diamond. the ace of hearts and 

a heart ruff was followed by a diamond ruff. When 

declarer played a heart and South produced the queen 

declarer ruffed with the seven of spades and returned 

a spade to dummy's ace. Declarer could take only one 

more trump, one down, -100. 

 

The winning line as the cards lie is to cross to the ace 

of hearts at trick four and ruff a heart. The declarer 

takes a ruff in dummy and ruffs a heart say with the 

seven of spades. North can overruff but the defenders 

can never get more than two tricks. 

Whatever, it was 7 IMPs for Indonesia.       

 

Dealer East 

None Vul 

   [ — 

   ] Q J 8 7 2 

   { J 10 6 

   } 10 9 8 4 2 

 [ K J 10 9 6 5 4  [  Q 8 3 2 

 ] 4 3           ]   10 6 

 { —            {   A Q 8 7 3 

 } 7 6 5 3   }   A K 

   [ A 7 

   ] A K 9 5 

   { K 9 5 4 2 

   } Q J 

 

Open Room 

 West North East      South 

 Wu          Bojoh          Tsai      Tueje 

                     1{*      1NT 

 2{*          2]           3[      4] 

 4[          5]           Dbl      Pass 

 5[          Pass           Pass      Dbl 

 All Pass  

 

West's decision to remove his partner's double was 

not a triumph, as South cashed two hearts and the ace 

of spades for one down, +100. It was unlikely that East 

was doubling on the strength of potential spade tricks 

and West's void was a potential asset. 

 

Closed Room 

 West North East         South 

 Dewi          Gong          Murniati Hu 

                    1{         1NT 

 3[          4]          4[         5] 

 Pass          Pass          Dbl         All Pass  

 

East cashed the king of clubs, followed it with the ace 

and gave his partner a ruff. Two down, +300 and 9 

IMPs to Indonesia. 

 

Chinese Taipei just held on to win 48-45.  
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RR2 R8 Japan v Chinese Taipei  

The leaders clashed in RR2 R8 when Japan faced off 

against Chinese Taipei in the Open Teams. 

There were several dramatic deals: 

 

Dealer South 

EW Vul 

   [ Q 

   ] 7 3 

   { J 10 8 4 3 

   } K Q 10 7 2 

 [ A 8 6 5 4 2     [ 10 3 

 ] 10      ] A K Q J 9 8 6 

 { A 9 7 2     { K 5 

 } 6 3     } J 5 

   [ K J 9 7 

   ] 5 4 2 

   { Q 6 

   } A 9 8 4 

 

Open Room 

 West North East      South 

 Ho             Furuta Shen      Chen 

                          Pass 

 Pass          Pass          3NT      Pass 

 4{          Pass          4]      Pass 

 4[          Pass          5]      Pass 

 6}          Dbl          6]      All Pass 

 

According to the EW convention card, 3NT was  

gambling. Many pairs play that in that case 4{ is asking 

for a shortage, in which case 4] would show a  

singleton (or void) heart. 4[ would then show a con-

trol and 5] would confirm a void. Then 6} would be 

to play (one assumes West knows which suit is solid). 

I can't say if that explains the auction to some extent, 

but it looks as if EW were not on the same wavelength.  

If West had passed 3NT South would doubtless have 

made the classical lead of the ace of clubs to defeat the 

contract. 6] was the obvious two down, -200.       

 

Closed Room 

 West North East       South 
 Teramato Ho          Ino       Chao 

                           Pass 

 Pass         1}          1]       Dbl* 

 1[          Pass          4]       All Pass 

Declarer took the obvious ten tricks for +620 and 13 

IMPs for Japan. 

 

Dealer South 

Both Vul 

   [ 10 9 4 

   ] 9 6 

   { A 2 

   } K Q 8 7 3 2 

 [ 6 3 2      [ K 5 

 ] 10 2      ] A K Q J 8 7 4 

 { Q 10 9 7 4 3    { J 

 } 6 5      } A J 4 

   [ A Q J 8 7 

   ] 5 3 

   { K 8 6 5 

   } 10 9 

 

Open Room 

 West North East       South 

 Ho             Furuta Shen       Chen 

                            2{* 

 Pass          2]*          Dbl        2[ 

 Pass          3}          4]        Dbl 

 All Pass 

 

2{ Weak Multi 

2] Pass or correct 

 

South led the ten of clubs and declarer took North's 

queen with the ace and played back a club. South won 

and switched to a trump and declarer won, ruffed a 

club and played a diamond. North put up the ace and 

played a spade, one down, -200. 

 

Closed Room 

 West North East      South 

 Teramato Ho          Ino      Chao 

                          Pass 

 Pass         1}          Dbl      Rdbl 

 1{         2}          3]      3[ 

 Pass         Pass          3NT      Pass 

 Pass         4[          Dbl      All Pass 
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West led the ten of hearts and switched to the ten of 

diamonds. Declarer won in hand with the king and 

played a club to the king and ace. East cashed the ace 

of hearts and continued with the king. Declarer  

discarded a diamond and ruffed in dummy with the 

ten of spades and then ran the nine. He could draw 

trumps, then establish the clubs and get back to 

dummy with the ace of diamonds. +790 and 11 IMPs 

to Chinese Taipei. 

The only defence after West has led the ten of hearts 

is to continue the suit. East must win and play a third 

round, enabling West to pitch a club. Declarer can 

ruff in dummy and draw trumps, but when he plays a 

club to the king East ducks and the clubs cannot be 

established.  

 

Dealer West 

None Vul 

   [ J 5 2 

   ] Q 3 2 

   { 3 

   } K 10 8 7 5 2 

 [ 9 3       [ 8 6 4 

 ] K 10 7 4      ] A 9 8 6 

 { A K 10 9 4      { 8 6 5 

 } A 3      } Q J 9 

   [ A K Q 10 7 

   ] J 5 

   { Q J 7 2 

   } 6 4 

 

Open Room 

 West North East        South 

 Ho             Furuta Shen        Chen 

 1{          Pass         1]        1[ 

 3]          3[         All Pass 

 

West led the ace of diamonds and switched to the 

nine of spades. Declarer won with the ten and played 

the six of clubs. West went up with the ace (ducking 

is essential) and played another spade. Declarer won 

with the ace, established the clubs with a high ruff and 

crossed to dummy with the jack of spades to cash 

three clubs, +140. 

 

Closed Room 

 West North East     South 

 Teramato Ho           Ino     Chao 

 1NT         Pass           Pass      2[* 

 Dbl*         Pass           3]      Pass 

 Pass         3[           Dbl      All Pass 

 

2[ Spades and a minor 

Dbl Takeout 

The stakes were much higher in the replay. West 

cashed the ace of diamonds, but failed to find a trump 

switch, preferring the seven off hearts. East won with 

the ace and played a trump. Declarer won in hand and 

played a club. West went up with the ace (ducking is 

no better now) and tried the ten of diamonds. Declarer 

ran that to his queen, pitching a heart from dummy, 

established the clubs with a high ruff, drew trumps end-

ing in dummy and had three good clubs to cash for an 

overtrick, +630 and another 10 IMPs for Chinese 

Taipei, just 21-26 behind.   

 

Dealer East 

Both Vul 

   [ A Q 9 3 

   ] J 9 

   { J 7 6 

   } Q 9 8 6 

 [ K J 8 6     [ 10 7 5 4 2 

 ] 5      ] Q 7 2 

 { Q 4      { A 10 9 

 } A 10 7 4 3 2    } K J 

   [ — 

   ] A K 10 8 6 4 3 

   { K 8 5 3 2 

   } 5 

 

Open Room 

 West North East       South 

 Ho             Furuta Shen       Chen 

                    Pass       1] 

 2}          Dbl          2NT       4{ 

 All Pass 

 

I would have been tempted to open 4], hoping to keep 

EW quiet.  

When North did not go back to hearts (4] will only 

make if West leads a spade) West cashed ace of clubs 

and switched to a spade. (Only a heart switch is good 

enough and that is not easy to find. East covers 

dummy's card and when declarer wins and plays a  

diamond West must resist the temptation to play the 

queen. East wins and gives West a ruff and there is still 

a trump trick to come.)  Declarer won with dummy's 

ace discarding a heart and played the jack of hearts. 

When East failed to cover he played a diamond to the 

king and a diamond and was home, +130. 

If East covers the heart we are back in the variation 

outlined above and the contract should fail. Declarer 

can improve by leading a trump and ducking East's nine 

or ten. He then ruffs the spade return and plays the 

king of diamonds.   
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Closed Room 

 West North East     South 

 Teramato Ho          Ino    Chao 

                    Pass    1] 

 Dbl         Rdbl          4[    5] 

 5[         Dbl          Pass    6{ 

 Pass         6]          Dbl    All Pass 

 

Only South knows what he was thinking when he  

removed his partner's double of 5[ and I am not  

prepared to ask him for an explanation. 

West cashed the ace of clubs and continued the suit. 

Declarer put up dummy's queen and ruffed east's king. 

He cashed his top hearts and played a diamond. West 

put up the queen and played the ten of clubs. Declarer 

ruffed and played a diamond and when he failed to put 

up dummy's jack he was four down, -1100 and Japan 

had 15 IMPs. 

 

Dealer South 

Both Vul 

   [ 9 5 

   ] A K Q J 6 5 3 

   { A 7 

   } Q 8 

 [ A J 10 3 2   [   K Q 4 

 ] —    ]   10 8 7 2 

 { J 8 5    {    K 2 

 } A 10 5 4 3   }   J 7 6 2 

   [ 8 7 6 

   ] 9 4 

   { Q 10 9 6 4 3 

   } K 9 

Open Room 

 West North East      South 

 Ho             Furuta Shen      Chen 

           1]          Pass      1[ 

 2[          3[*          Dbl      4{ 

 Pass          4]          All Pass 

 

1[ 4 or less spades forcing 

3[ Looking for a stopper 

 

When South responded 1[ which is usually the  

equivalent of a forcing 1NT West simply bid his suit. 

The defenders started with three rounds of spades and 

declarer ruffed high, cashed three rounds of hearts and 

the ace of diamonds, conceding two down, -200. 

 

Closed Room 

 West North East         South 

 Teramato Ho          Ino         Chao 

          1]          Pass         1NT* 

 2]*          2[*          4[         All Pass 

    

1NT 5-12 forcing 

2] Michaels 

2[ Looking for a stopper 

 

Declarer ruffed the heart lead and played  a diamond. 

north took the ace and returned the seven to dummy's 

king. Declarer cashed the queen of spades and played a 

club to the ten and queen. The heart return was ruffed 

in dummy and when the ace of clubs felled the king  

declarer could have ruffed a diamond with the king of 

spades for an overtrick. He was +620 giving Japan 9 IMPs 

and a comfortable win, 57-21.  

All quiet in the Closed Room 
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RR2 R10 China v Japan Ladies 

Chinese bridge players are noted for their aggressive 

approach in the bidding, but in this match it was Japan 

who pressed harder - and it paid dividends right from 

the start.  

 

Dealer North 

None Vul 

   [ K 3 2 

   ] 6 4 2 

   { 9 8 7 6 

   } K 10 2 

 [ J 10 8 6     [ A Q 5 

 ] 10 3      ] A Q 7 

 { K Q 5 4 2     { 10 3 

 } 9 4     } A J 6 5 3 

   [ 9 7 4 

   ] K J 9 8 5 

   { A J 

   } Q 8 7 

 

Open Room 

 West North East          South 

 Michiko Ru          Natsuko Yau 

          Pass         1}*          1] 

 Dbl*         Pass         2NT          Pass 

 3NT         All Pass 

 

1} 10-20, 3+} 

 

An initial 1NT would have been 14-17, but East  

upgraded her hand and that saw her in the thin game. 

As is so often the case, a contract that looks poor on 

paper was actually very hard to beat (South would 

have to lead a heart honour, which is not for mere 

mortals). 

South led the seven of spades and declarer put on 

dummy's eight, which held the trick. 

She now played the four of clubs to her three and 

South's seven and now I think South might have found 

the switch to a top heart. 

When she played a second spade declarer played 

dummy's ten and took North's king with the ace. She 

cashed the queen of spades and played a diamond to 

the jack and king. When that held she cashed the long 

spade and played a club. North put up the king and 

when declarer played the ace South unblocked the 

queen. Now declarer could cash three clubs and exit 

with a diamond leaving South endplayed. That was 

eleven tricks, +460.    

Closed Room 

 West North      East       South 

 Wang          Shimamura      Wang       Sato 

           Pass               1}*       1] 

 Pass          2]                Pass       Pass 

 Dbl          Pass                2NT       Pass 

 3{          All Pass 

 

North led the two of hearts and declarer played low 

from dummy, South winning with the jack and continuing 

with the ace and jack of diamonds. Declarer won with 

the king, cashed the queen and ran the ten of spades. 

When that held she played a spade to the queen and 

cashed the ace. When the king fell she claimed nine 

tricks, +110 but 8 IMPs for Japan. 

  

Dealer East 

NS Vul 

   [ A K 10 8 7 5 3 

   ] K J 6 4 

   { — 

   } Q 3 

 [ 8       [ J 

 ] A 9 5 3      ] Q 2 

 { K Q 7 6 4      { A J 10 8 3 2 

 } A 6 5      } 10 9 4 2 

   [ Q 9 4 2 

   ] 10 8 7 

   { 9 5 

   } K J 8 7 

 

Open Room 

 West North East         South 
 Michiko Ru          Natsuko Yau 

                    3{          Pass 

 5{          5[         All Pass 

 

East led the ace of diamonds and declarer ruffed, played 

a spade to the queen and ruffed a diamond (good  

technique, eliminating the suit from the defenders 

hands). When she played the queen of clubs West won 

and cashed the ace of hearts, +650. 

 

Closed Room 

 West North    East South 

 Wang          Shimamura    Wang Sato 

                       3{          Pass 

 5{          5[             Pass Pass 

 6{          Pass             Pass Dbl 

 All Pass 
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West did well to take the save. The defenders took a 

spade, two clubs and heart for theree down, -500 but 

4 IMPs to China. 

 

Dealer North 

NS Vul 

   [ — 

   ] K 7 5 

   { 10 6 5 

   } K Q J 10 9 7 2 

 [ 7 4 3     [ A K Q 2 

 ] A Q J 8    ] 10 9 6 3 

 { K 4 2     { Q J 9 3 

 } A 8 4     } 6 

   [ J 10 9 8 6 5 

   ] 4 2 

   { A 8 7 

   } 5 3 

 

Open Room 

 West North East          South 

 Michiko Ru          Natsuko Yau 

           2}*          Dbl          Pass 

 3}*          4}          Pass          Pass 

 4]          All Pass 

 

2} Precision 

 

North led the king of clubs and declarer won with the 

ace and played a diamond to the queen and ace. South 

returned the eight of spades and North ruffed and 

played back the ten of clubs. South ruffed with the ten 

of hearts and played a heart to the ace and a heart, 

claiming as North won with the king, +420. 

 

Closed Room 

 West North    East South 

 Wang          Shimamura    Wang Sato 

           3}             Dbl Pass 

 4]          All Pass  

 

This time declarer tried to cross to dummy at trick 

two with a spade and North ruffed and switched to a 

diamond, South taking the ace and returning a spade 

for North to ruff. Declarer ruffed the club return with 

the ten of hearts and played a heart to the queen. 

North's king was the setting trick, one down, -50 and 

10 IMPs to Japan. 

Once South had produced the ace of hearts it must 

have been odds on that North held the ]K. Talking of 

odds, what would you have invested on the likelihood 

of North scoring three trump tricks? 

Dealer West 

None Vul 

   [ Q J 8 5 4 2 

   ] K Q 

   { 10 5 

   } A 8 3 

 [ 10 9 6     [ A K 3 

 ] A J 9 6 3     ] 10 7 

 { 6       { 9 8 3 2 

 } K 9 6 5     } J 10 7 4 

   [ 7 

   ] 8 5 4 2 

   { A K Q J 7 4 

   } Q 2 

 

Open Room 

 West North East          South 

 Michiko Ru          Natsuko Yau 

 2]*          2[          3}*          3{ 

 4}          Pass          Pass          4{ 

 All Pass 

 

2] ] and a minor, 3-9 

3} Pass or correct 

 

West's decision to compete over 3{ pushed NS to an 

uncomfortable level. West led the six of clubs and  

declarer ran it to her queen and played a heart. West 

took the ace and switched to the ten of spades. When 

that held she played a heart to dummy's king and  

declarer cashed the ace of clubs, ruffed a club, ruffed a 

heart with the ten of diamonds and claimed, +130. 

It take an initial heart lead to defeat 4{ - not exactly 

trivial to find.    

 

Closed Room 

 West North    East South 

 Wang          Shimamura    Wang Sato 

 Pass          1[             Pass 2{ 

 Pass           2[             Pass 3{ 

 Pass           3NT        All Pass 

 

East led the jack of clubs, covered by the queen and king 

and West returned the five. Declarer took that with the 

ace and cashed her diamonds, but the defenders had the 

rest, two down, -100 and 6 IMPs to China. 
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Dealer North 

EW Vul 

   [ Q 10 7 4 

   ] K 9 7 3 

   { Q J 7 

   } 7 4 

 [ A 8 6      [ 5 3 

 ] Q 10 8 6     ] A J 5 

 { K 8 5       { 10 4 3 

 } A K 8      } Q 9 6 5 3 

   [ K J 9 2 

   ] 4 2 

   { A 9 6 2 

   } J 10 2 

 

Open Room 

 West North East         South 

 Michiko Ru          Natsuko Yau 

           Pass          Pass          Pass 

 1NT          Pass          2NT          Pass 

 3NT          All Pass 

 

1NT was 14-17 and with when East invited West, with 

good intermediates pushed on. With clubs 3-2 and the 

king of hearts onside the contract was cold, +600. 

    

Closed Room 

 West North   East South 

 Wang  Shimamura   Wang Sato 

           Pass            Pass Pass 

 1NT          All Pass 

 

1NT was 14-16, so there was no reason for East to bid.  

North led a heart, so declarer could win in hand, play a 

heart to the jack and cash the clubs. A diamond to-

wards the king gave her +180, but Japan had 9 IMPs.  
 

Dealer South 

NS Vul 

   [ Q J 9 

   ] 10 7 5 2 

   { J 10 

   } J 10 8 7 

 [ A K 7 6 4     [ 8 3 2 

 ] A 9 8      ] Q J 

 { 8 4      { K Q 9 3 2 

 } 6 4 2     } 9 5 3 

   [ 10 5 

   ] K 6 4 3 

   { A 7 6 5 

   } A K Q 

Open Room 

 West North East         South 

 Michiko Ru          Natsuko Yau 

                              1NT 

 2[          All Pass 

 

North led the jack of diamonds for the king and ace and 

South cashed the king, ace and queen of clubs and 

switched to the five of spades. Declarer won, cashed the 

other top spade, crossed to dummy with a diamond, 

cashed the nine of diamonds and took the heart finesse, 

+110.  

 

Closed Room 

 West North    East South 

 Wang          Shimamura    Wang Sato 

                             1NT 

 All Pass 

 

West led the six of spades and declarer won with 

dummy's nine and played a heart to the queen, king and 

ace. West cashed her spades and switched to a diamond, 

so that was two down, -200 and 3 IMPs to China.  

 

Dealer West 

EW Vul 

   [ J 9 5 4 2 

   ] Q 3 

   { 4 3 

   } K 10 4 2 

 [ 8      [ A Q 6 

 ] A K J 2     ] 10 8 

 { A K Q J      { 10 9 6 2 

 } Q J 9 7      } A 5 3 

   [ K 10 7 3 

   ] 9 7 6 5 4 

   { 8 5 

   } 8 6 

 

Open Room 

 West North East         South 

 Michiko Ru          Natsuko Yau 

 1{          Pass          3}*          Pass 

 4[*          Pass          5}*    Pass 

 6{          All Pass 

 

3} Limit raise in { or better 

4[ Splinter 

5} Cue bid  
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North led a trump and declarer won, took a second 

round and then ran the queen of clubs. when that held 

she crossed to dummy with a spade and ran the ten of 

hearts to North's queen, +1370. 

 

Closed Room 

 West North    East South 

 Wang          Shimamura    Wang Sato 

 1}*          Dbl*             Rdbl*     Pass 

 1{          Pass              2{         Pass 

 2]          Pass             2[* Pass 

 3NT          All Pass 

  

1} Precision 

Dbl { or a major 

Rdbl Positive 

Once East had shown a positive response and  

supported diamonds perhaps West could have jumped 

to 3[, splintering to show the nature of her hand. 

Declarer came to eleven tricks, +660 and 12 IMPs to 

Japan, deserving winners, 40-17.  

Combinations 

 

Take a look at this combination: 

 

sxK10865 

 

sxA72  

 

If you need all five tricks you have to start with the ace and hope for the best – only a 9.04% 

chance. 

 

However, if your target is only four tricks, then you can give yourself a massive 84.77% chance by 

starting with the two. If West plays the four, you cover with dummy’s six and on the next round 

cash the ace. 

 

That was how Gunnar Hallberg tackled this suit on a deal played in the ACBL National in Hous-

ton 2009, but on the first round West played the nine. 

My computer is not fazed by this and simply plays the ten, continuing with the ace on the next 

round. Unlike the human player it does not consider that the nine might be a singleton, but sim-

ply plays with the odds. 

 

Our human declarer goes up with the king and then plays a low card back to the seven. That 

costs a trick when you discover that West has played the nine from sxQJ93. 

 

However, Gunnar says that there is only one player on the planet who would make that play, and 

Michael Rosenberg was not sitting West on the deal. (Mind you, now you have seen this Michael 

should not be alone.) 

Do you know how many boards were dealt? 
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Big Trouble in Little China 

Big Trouble in Little China  is a 1986  

American martial arts comedy film directed by John 

Carpenter. It stars Kurt Russell as truck driver Jack 

Burton, who helps his friend Wang Chi (Dennis Dun) 

rescue Wang's green-eyed fiancee (Suzee Pai) from 

bandits in San Francisco's Chinatown. They go into the 

mysterious underworld beneath Chinatown, where 

they face an ancient sorcerer named Lo Pan (James 

Hong). 

The movie was a commercial failure, grossing 

$11.1 million in North America and well below its 

 estimated $25 million budget. It received critically 

mixed reviews that left Carpenter disillusioned 

with Hollywood and influenced his decision to return 

to independent film-making. The movie is a cult 

film due to its success on home video. 

When China met Chinese Taipei in the last match of 

RR2 the islanders were in big trouble right from the 

start: 

 

Dealer North 

None Vul 

   [ J 9 5 

   ] Q 8 

   { 9 5 

   } A Q J 10 9 3 

 [ K 8 2      [ A 10 6 3 

 ] A K 9 6 4     ] 3 

 { K 7 3      { A J 10 6 4 

 } 4 2     } K 8 7 

   [ Q 7 4 

   ] J 10 7 5 2 

   { Q 8 2 

   } 6 5 

 

Open Room 

 West North East       South 

 Lian          Ho          Shi       Chao 

          1}          1{       1] 

 Dbl          2}          3[        Pass 

 4}          Pass          4[        All Pass 

 

In the early days of bridge it was fairly common for 

South's 1] to be a psychic response and  

West would double to show four hearts and bid 2] 

to show five (or more). 

Its precise meaning here is unclear, but East certainly 

though it showed spades. What West was hoping to 

achieve with 4} is not clear, but 4[ was a reasonable 

contract. 

South led the six of clubs and North took the ace and 

returned the queen. Declarer won with the king, played 

a spade to the king and a diamond to the ten and 

queen. South returned a diamond and declarer won 

with dummy's king, cashed the top hearts pitching a 

club, then played a spade to the ace and a spade,  

claiming when the trumps divided, +420.    

 

Closed Room 

 West North East          South 

 Chen          Ju          Huang Shi 

           2}          2{          Pass 

 2]          All Pass 

 

According to the system card the only forcing response 

to an overcall is a cue bid, a change of suit being  

constructive, but not forcing. 

North led the nine of diamonds, and when dummy's 

jack held the trick declarer cashed his top hearts and 

then played the six to South's seven (had he played on 

diamonds immediately he would have come to ten 

tricks). He won the spade return and played diamonds, 

neutralising South's trumps, +140 but 7 IMPs to China. 

 

Dealer West 

Both Vul 

   [ K 7 3 

   ] K Q 9 5 4 2 

   { 9 

   } K 10 6 

 [ J 10 9 8 5 4 2    [ A Q 

 ] J      ] A 7 6 3 

 { Q 4 3      { A K 7 5 

 } 8 3      } Q 9 2 

   [ 6 

   ] 10 8 

   { J 10 8 6 2 

   } A J 7 5 4 

 

Open Room 

 West North East       South 

 Lian          Ho          Shi      Chao 

 2[          3]          4[      4NT* 

 Pass          5}          Dbl       Pass 

 Pass          5]          Dbl       All Pass 

 

4NT Takeout 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Martial_arts
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Carpenter
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kurt_Russell
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dennis_Dun
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chinatown,_San_Francisco,_California
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_Hong
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_Hong
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/North_America
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hollywood
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cult_film
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Wild horse would not get me to bid with the South 

hand, but he was afraid he was being taken for a ride. 

When 5} was doubled North retreated to his six 

card suit. 

East cashed the ace of diamonds and switched to the 

three of hearts for the jack and king. Declarer played 

a club to the jack. When that held it seems clear to 

play the ten of hearts. If it holds you ruff a diamond 

and play hearts, escaping for one down.  

However, declarer played a spade, ducking when 

West played the jack. East won with the queen and 

returned the nine of clubs. Declarer won in hand and 

played a spade, ruffing with dummy's ten of hearts. 

East had two trump tricks to come, down two, -500.     

 

Closed Room 

 West North East         South 

 Chen          Ju          Huang Shi 

 Pass          1]          Dbl          Pass 

 1[          Pass          1NT          Pass 

 4[          All Pass 

  

North led the nine of diamonds and declarer won 

with dummy's ace and played the ace and queen of 

spades. North won and switched to clubs. South won, 

gave his partner a diamond ruff and North cashed the 

king of clubs for one down, +100 and 12 IMPs. 

 

North had opened the bidding and the lead strongly 

suggested he did not have the }AK. Two pointers 

towards winning the lead in hand and taking the spade 

finesse. 

 

Dealer North 

NS Vul 

   [ 10 6 

   ] K Q J 4 

   { 9 8 6 3 2 

   } 4 3 

 [ 5 4 2      [ Q 3 

 ] A 8 7 6 3     ] 10 5 2 

 { J 5 4      { A Q 7 

 } Q J     } K 10 9 7 5 

   [ A K J 9 8 7 

   ] 9 

   { K 10 

   } A 8 6 2 

 

Open Room 

 West North East       South 

 Lian          Ho          Shi      Chao 

           Pass         1}       Dbl 

 1]          Dbl*          Pass       4[ 

 All Pass 

Doubling with this hand as opposed to bidding 1[ is very 

old fashioned. 

I think North was simply showing hearts with his double 

- but perhaps South though otherwise. 

West led the queen of clubs and when it held he 

switched to the four of spades. Declarer played low 

from dummy, won in hand with the nine, cashed the ace 

of clubs (West pitching a heart) ruffed a club and played 

a diamond. East took the ace and the king of clubs and 

the ace of hearts meant one down, -100. 

Had West thrown a diamond another would have gone 

on the king of clubs and West could then have ruffed a 

diamond for two down.    

 

Closed Room 

 West North East          South 

 Chen          Ju          Huang Shi 

           Pass         1}         Dbl 

 1]          Pass         1NT         Dbl 

 Pass          Pass         2}         2[ 

 Pass          3[         All Pass 

 

I refer the honourable reader to my previous comment. 

North had a very nasty problem over 2[ and I have 

every sympathy with his raise. 

As before West led the queen of clubs and declarer won 

and played a heart. When declarer ducked the king won 

and declarer ducked a club. East won and switched to 

the three of spades but declarer won with the ace, 

ruffed a club and played a diamond towards the king, 

+170 and 7 IMPs to China. 

 

Dealer North 

EW Vul 

   [ J 4 

   ] Q J 9 4 

   { K 10 2 

   } K 8 7 4 

 [ A 8 6 2     [ Q 5 3 

 ] A K 8 6     ] 10 7 3 

 { J 6      { A Q 9 8 

 } 6 5 2      } Q J 

   [ K 10 9 7 

   ] 5 2 

   { 7 5 4 

   } A 10 9 3 

 

Open Room 

 West North East      South 

 Lian          Ho          Shi     Chao 

           Pass          Pass      Pass 

 1}          Pass          1{      Pass 

 1NT          Pass          3NT      All Pass  
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North led the queen of hearts and declarer won with 

the ace and played the jack of diamonds, covered by 

the king and ace. He now tried a deceptive manoeuvre 

by exiting with the jack of clubs! (This type of play has 

been seen before, but is very hard to counter.) South 

took the ace and returned a heart, ducked to North's 

jack. The heart return went to dummy's ten and  

declarer was now in a position to get home by crossing 

to the ace of spades, cashing a heart  and then  

collecting four more diamond tricks. However, he was 

not done yet, and he played the queen of clubs! When 

that held he crossed to dummy with a spade and 

cashed the king of hearts. taking pity on his opponents 

he pitched a diamond rather than a spade, so when the 

diamonds came in he was 'only' +600.      

 

Closed Room 

 West North East          South 
 Chen          Ju          Huang Shi 

           Pass         1{          Pass 

 1]          Pass         1NT          Pass 

 2}*          Pass         2{*          Pass 

 2NT          All Pass 

 

2} Relay 

2{ Minimum 

 

South led the ten of spade and declarer won with the 

queen and played a diamond to the jack and king. 

When North returned the jack of spades declarer took 

dummy's ace and cashed his red suit winners, +120 but 

10 IMPs to China.  

 

Dealer East 

Both Vul 

   [ 6 

   ] K 7 5 3 

   { A J 9 

   } J 10 5 4 3 

 [ A Q 10 9 3    [ K J 8 4 2 

 ] J 6     ] A 9 4 2 

 { 10 7 4     { 5 2 

 } 9 8 2     } 7 6 

   [ 7 5 

   ] Q 10 8 

   { K Q 8 6 3 

   } A K Q 

Open Room 

 West North East        South 

 Lian          Ho          Shi        Chao 

                     Pass        1NT 

 Pass          2}*           Pass        2{* 

 Pass          2NT           Pass        3NT 

 All Pass 

 

West led the ten of spades and the defenders quickly 

took the first six tricks, two down, -200. 

 

Closed Room 

 West North East         South 

 Chen   Ju          Huang Shi 

                    Pass          1}* 

 1[          Dbl*          3[          Pass 

 Pass          Dbl*          Pass          4{ 

 Pass          5}          All Pass 

 

1} Strong 

Dbl Positive 

Dbl Takeout 

 

5} was child's play, and declarer was able to record an 

overtrick when the ace of hearts failed to score a trick. 

(West switched to the jack at trick two after cashing 

the ace of spades and that ran to declarer's queen. 

Later East ducked when declarer played a low heart 

from dummy.) +620 and 13 IMPs to China.   

 

Dealer West 

EW Vul 

   [ K Q 10 7 6 4 

   ] 9 

   { K 10 8 5 

   } 8 3 

 [ 5 2      [ A 9 

 ] 5 3      ] Q 8 7 6 4 2 

 { 9 6 2      { A 

 } K Q 7 6 4 2    } A J 10 9 

   [ J 8 3 

   ] A K J 10 

   { Q J 7 4 3 

   } 5 

 

Open Room 

 West North East       South 

 Lian          Ho          Shi       Chao 

 Pass          2{*          2]        2[ 

 Pass          4[          All Pass 

 

2{ Multi 
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West led the five of hearts and declarer took East's 

queen with the king and cashed two more hearts,  

discarding clubs as West ruffed the third round. He lost 

only to the pointed aces, +420. 

If you play 4[ from the North hand then East can lead 

the ace of diamonds, then underlead in clubs to get 

West in to collect a diamond ruff. 

If East leads a heart and declarer wins in dummy then 

the play to avoid is a trump, giving East the chance to 

follow the above defence (it happened at least once). 

Declarer can simply play a club, or more elegantly play 

two more hearts (even though the jack may not be a 

winner) an example of the scissors coup.  

 

Closed Room 

 West North East          South 

 Chen          Ju          Huang Shi 

          2[         3]          All Pass 

I have seen players reopen with a double in this 

situation (Tony Forrester famously secured a place 

for Great Britain in the Bermuda Bowl by doing so 

on the last board of the 1987 European  Champion-

ships) but here North went quietly. Declarer ducked 

the spade lead, won the diamond switch, played a 

heart, won the spade return and played another 

heart, claiming eight tricks when North discarded, -

100, but 8 IMPs to Chinese Taipei, making the final 

score 58-21 to China.    

The popular San Miguel ‘Happy Hour’ Continuous Pairs 
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Time Trouble 

Time was running out for both Thailand Magic Eyes 

and Japan Imax when they met inRR2 R12 of the Sen-

ior Teams. They both needed some big wins to have a 

chance of reaching the play-offs. 

 

Dealer West 

Both Vul 

   [ 8 

   ] A 10 9 4 2 

   { Q J 5 4 

   } J 8 6 

 [ K 10 7 3    [ A J 6 4 2 

 ] K Q 6     ] 5 

 { 6      { A 9 7 

 } K 10 7 5 4    } A Q 9 2 

   [ Q 9 5 

   ] J 8 7 3 

   { K 10 8 3 2 

   } 3 

 

Open Room 

 West North East       South 

 Morimura Vallapa Abe       Virat 

 1}          1]         1[       3] 

 3[          Pass          4]*       Pass 

 4[          All Pass 

 

4[ was not in danger, declarer winning the diamond 

lead and playing a spade to the king and a spade to the 

ace, +650. 

 

Closed Room 

 West North East         South 
 Sanguan Imakura Suriya         Ohashi 

 1}*         Pass         1{*         Pass  

 1[         Pass         6[         All Pass 

 

1} 0+} 13-18 unbalanced 

1{ Relay, 0+ any shape 

1[ 4[ and a minor 

 

Quite a difference in evaluation by the East players, 

but at the very least East should be making a serious 

slam try. The jump to 6[ is known in some circles as a 

'Landy Slam try' - you bid a slam and then try to make 

it. 

6} is the best contract because will see South's  

singleton trump which might affect how you play the 

spades. 

North cashed the ace of hearts and switched to the 

queen of diamonds. Declarer won and perhaps thinking 

North was looking at a possible spade trick played a 

spade to the king and was one down, -100 and 13 IMPs 

to Japan.  

 

Dealer East 

EW Vul 

   [ A 8 6 3 

   ] 7 3 2 

   { Q 6 3 

   } 9 7 6 

 [ K J 5       [ Q 10 4 

 ] A 10 8 5 4      ] K J 6 

 { 10 8       { A J 9 5 

 } K Q 10     } 8 5 2 

   [ 9 7 2 

   ] Q 9 

   { K 7 4 2 

   } A J 4 3 

 

Open Room 

 West North East       South 

 Morimura Vallapa Abe       Virat 

                   1{       Pass 

 1]           Pass        1NT       Pass 

 3NT           All Pass 

 

South led the nine of spades and when dummy's king 

held declarer played a heart to the king and the jack of 

hearts. He took all his heart winners and then played a 

spade. North (who had pitched a spade, won and 

switched to a diamond and South won with the king 

and returned a diamond, ten tricks, +630.  

 

Closed Room 

 West North East      South 

 Sanguan Imakura Suriya      Ohashi 

                    Pass      Pass 

 1NT          Pass          2}*      Dbl 

 2]          All Pass 

 

North led a trump and declarer took three rounds, 

played a spade to the king and ace and claimed ten 

tricks when North returned a club, +170 but 10 IMPs 

to Japan.  
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Dealer South 

NS Vul 

   [ Q 9 8 7 6 4 

   ] Q 8 5 4 2 

   { 2 

   } 7 

 [ J 5 3 2     [ 10 

 ] K J      ] A 10 6 3 

 { K 6 5      { Q 10 3 

 } J 5 3 2     } A K Q 10 6 

   [ A K 

   ] 9 7 

   { A J 9 8 7 4 

   } 9 8 4 

 

Open Room 

 West North East        South 

 Morimura Vallapa Abe        Virat 

                            1{ 

 Pass          2[*          3}        Pass 

 4}          Pass          Pass        4[ 

 Pass          Pass          5}        Dbl 

 All Pass 

 

2[ 6[+4] 7-10 

 

4[ doubled would have been no picnic for NS - -800 

is in the picture - but when West passed East took a 

shot at the club game - did he think he was saving? 

South led the king of spades and North played the 

four (attitude, count, suit preference was the order of 

priority).  

It looks automatic now to try the ace of diamonds but  

South probably though he would always get two  

diamonds and switched to the nine of hearts, covered 

by the jack, queen and ace. Declarer played a heart to 

the king, a club to the ace and played the ten of 

hearts. When South discarded (ruffing does not help) 

declarer discarded a diamond and played a low  

diamond. South took the ace, but declarer had the 

rest, +550.   

 

 

Closed Room 

 West North East          South 

 Sanguan Imakura Suriya          Ohashi 

                              1{ 

 Pass         1[           Dbl          2{ 

 Pass          Pass           3}          All Pass 

 

South led the ace of spades and when North played the 

nine he continued with the king and declarer ruffed. He 

drew trumps, North discarding two spade and a heart 

and played a heart to the jack, so the defenders had 

three tricks, +130.  

If declarer get the hearts right it is easy enough to come 

to eleven tricks - with South down to diamonds declarer 

can play the queen from hand at an appropriate  

moment. 

Japan picked up 9 IMPs and won 37-8.  

 

GeO Tislevoll 
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Play-off  Results 

Table Team c/o Seg. 1 Seg. 2 Seg, 3 Seg. 4 Penalty(IMP) Total 

1 China  45 40 31 49  165 

Chinese Taipei  31 28 12 28  99 

2 Thailand  35 34 21 52  142 

Singapore  22 17 73 31  143 

New Zealand  55 54 26 84  219 3 

Australia  30 5 36 26  97 

Table Team c/o Seg. 1 Seg. 2 Seg, 3 Seg. 4 Penalty(IMP) Total 

3 China  63 44 46 38  191 

Chinese Taipei  14 35 15 38  102 

4 China Hong Kong  38 33 12 40  123 

Philippines  40 63 32 29  164 

Australia  4 61 30 38  133 8 

New Zealand  31 2 38 39  110 

Table Team c/o Seg. 1 Seg. 2 Seg, 3 Seg. 4 Penalty(IMP) Total 

5 Thailand 1  17 44 46 39  146 

China HK-Tse  70 45 47 42  204 

6 Japan-IMAX  27 38 31 27  123 

China Evertrust  45 8 31 35  119 

Australia-Australia  64 46 58   168 9 

NZ evennett  17 39 10   66 

Open Team RR1 

Senior Team RR1 

LadiesTeam RR1 
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