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9th Council Meeting Minutes

Date: November 25, 2009 (Wednesday)
Time:  7:30 p.m.
Venue: Unit 1103, 11/F, East Ocean Centre, 98 GliarRoad, TST, KLN, HK

Present: _Officers:
Derek Zen — President (DZ)
Thomas Ng — Vice-President (TN)
Christopher Leung — Treasurer (CL)

Council members:
CC Wong (CC)
Chan Yiu (CY)
WK Lai (WK)
Doris Lo (DL)

Leo Cheung (LC)

Apologizes:
Pearlie Chan — Secretary (PC)
SK Luk (SK)
Charmian Koo (CK)
Tony Lau (TL)



ltem Content When Action
1 |Adopt minutes of the 8th Council Meeting held ortéber 19, 2009.
2 |Follow up matters raised in last meeting (by misweler):
Item 2: LC will find youth team to do the websiter HKCBA LC
Item 2: WK will do the master point update beforenth end WK
Item 4iii: Each council member has to report exatd by the endf thig DZ et al.
term. DZ will give overall work division accordihg
Item 4iv: Council concerns that it is not easy &wd quality controbver
services provided by external welte design house. So council dec
not outsourcing web-site project.
Item 5iii: there is not enough people interest to pgéte Asian Universit
Bridge Championship. Reported by WK
Item 6: Council agrees that LA Ozorio is not in ifios to sponsor Mixe
Pair
3 |Financial affairs
3.1 |Bank position: Current account HKD107,000, fAgv accoun
HKD318,000, so total is HKD 425,000. Account pdgalis abou
HKD200,000. The balance is about HKD 200,000
4 |External affairs
4.1 |There are 5 teams adopted by HKCBA to participate Wan tournament
2009. They are: Chan Yiu's team, Vincent Li's ted®en Lams$ team
P.S. Shum’'s team and W.K. Lai’'s team.
4.2 |The result of Hong Kong teams in China Mind Spaoain@ (CMSG)s ag
following: open team ranked 2dut of 41 teams, ladies team ranked|26
out of 28 teams and youth team rankéd®er 14 team in qualifying
round but failed to move a step ahead in quaneil.fi
4.3 |Regarding to Mr KF Mak and Mrs Charmian Msk'esignation fror

representing Hong Kong to participate CMSG, courailcepts the|




4.4

5.1

52

5.3

54

5.5

sufficient reasons and will not assign any penaltyards them.

The intercity tournament will be held from August 14 15, 2010 &
Kowloon Regal Hotel, TST.

Internal Affairs

Appeal committee name list should be posted on ieebs

Appeal case result should be post on Bridgzettensisite

Appeal case should be reported by director to D¥@rDavid CC Ng

The mixed pair will be postponed to January 2010.

The maximumnumber of player is fixed at 8 in ladder team eyvew
matter any teammate joins other team or not.

In case any one player wish wothdraw from the team he/she played
redeem the quota to new player, it should be agordy council.

The 10th Council Meeting will be held on Januargd@]0.

TL

WK/TL




Date:

Time:

Venue:

10th Council Meeting Minutes

January 4, 2010 (Monday)

7:30 p.m.

Present: Officers:

Derek Zen — President (DZ)
Thomas Ng — Vice-President (TN)
Pearlie Chan — Secretary (PC)
Christopher Leung — Treasurer (CL)

Council members:
CC Wong (CC)
Chan Yiu (CY)
WK Lai (WK)
Doris Lo (DL)

SK Luk (SK)
Charmian Koo (CK)
Tony Lau (TL)

Apologizes:

Leo Cheung (LC)

Unit 1103, 11/F, East Ocean Centre, 98 GltarRoad, TST, KLN, HK

Item Content When Action

1 |Adopt minutes of the 9th Council Meeting held onvimber 25 2009.

2 |Follow up matters raised in last meeting (by misweler):
-Each council member has to draft their own jobiedufor next concil All
meeting.
- CC to send the Appeal committee name list todriplosting on website CC&TL
- WK to send Appeal case result to TL and CY fortipgson website ar WK, TL
Bridgzette. & CY




3.1

5.1

Financial Affairs

Bank position: Current account HKD10B0, Saving accou
HKD329,000, HSBC stock around HKD1,266,000.

Internal Affairs

PABF trial arrangement: Up to today there is onhg deam registered f
the Open Series. Zero team registered for LadidsSamior. The deadli
for registration is January 13, 2010. If there & more than one teg
registered for each series, no trial is neededoTpost reminder on webs
for registration. WK reported that youth team plaghito have trial togeth
with open team. DZ mentioned that there will beitid subsidy for yout
for the coming PABF. Council agreed to sponsor registafiee plu
HKD15,000 for the six representatives of youth tedrh to post tria
announcement on website.

External Affairs

HKCBA is being invited to send up to two Universiigams to join th
FISU 5thWorld University Bridge Championship in Kaoshiui@ipei. If
youth team is interested to join, trial will be angzed in March/April. D}
confirmed that HKCBA will pay the registration feéthis Championship

A.O.B.
Intercity: This year’s intercity wilbe held in August 2010. Venue will

Regal Kowloon Hotel and the Contract will be simileo last yea
expenditure around HKD500,000. DZ will contact spans and try {
persuade CRC for a three years’ sponsorship ahdreiD200,000.

Senior Bowl: Daid CC Ng suggested the registration fee to be H8Q
per team and allow non-member to join this eveouril agreed.

AGM: Council agreed the tentative date for AGM wfebruary 26, 201
PC to issue memo 21 days before the AGM. TL to pasiouncemeron
website. DZ will prepare the Chairman’s Report aadd to all before e
of January. CY will send hard copies to membershy.

The 11th Council Meeting will be held on February810.

TL

Dz, CY,
PC &TL




Date:

Time:

Venue:

11th Council Meeting Minutes

February 8, 2010 (Monday)

7:30 p.m.

Present: Officers:

Derek Zen — President (DZ)
Pearlie Chan — Secretary (PC)
Christopher Leung — Treasurer (CL)

Council members:
CC Wong (CC)
Chan Yiu (CY)
Charmian Koo (CK)
Doris Lo (DL)

Leo Cheung (LC)
Tony Lau (TL)

Unit 1103, 11/F, East Ocean Centre, 98 GltarRoad, TST, KLN, HK

WK Lai (WK)
Apologizes:
Thomas Ng — Vice-President (TN)
SK Luk (SK)
Item Content When Action
1 |Adopt minutes of the 10th Council Meeting held anuary 4, 2010.
2 |Follow up matters raised in last meeting (by misweler):
- All outstanding tasks are completed. No followagtion required.
3 |Einancial Affairs
3i. [Bank position: HKD350,000 in the account currently. Have sel CL
HKD111,000 for Intercity deposit. Outstanding income: HKD2®
sponsorship from DZ (CL to send invoice to DZ foayment) an
membership fee from DL.
4 |Internal Affairs




4i.

4ii.

4iii.

4iv.

4yv.

5.

5ii.

AGM: PC to work with CY and WK to send out the Ginaan’s Repor
Financial Report, AGM agenda ahbbtice and Proxy form to members
the coming AGM on Mar 2, 2010. Due to DLs resigoatfrom he
position, council will elect one more council membe join for a one ye;
term.

2010 Youth Team Planning and Budget: LC will sehd yearly budgg
report to CL by next council meeting. There will ddransparent annt
selection process of youth team members and wikensaire to review tf
performance of the current youth team members gaah LC will repor
to council the names of the 2010 intalaith members. Subsidy will or
be provided for youth team members incase theytheéririal.

PABF trial has been rescheduled to March 13 anccMad, 2010. TL t
post announcement to remind members register éoetent.

Intercity: Intercity for tls year will be held on August 10 to 15, 201
Regal Kowloon Hotel. Mixed Pair has been addedh® d¢chedule. D
estimated the sponsorship for this year would balai as last year ai
will be able to breakeven if we can have HKD300,8ponsorship. BC
has yet to confirm their sponsorship for this evémtitation has been se
already. LC to organize Int@rofessional, Intercity organizing commit
will only provide support on equipment.

DZ will consolidate the job duties of all counciembers ér discussion i
the next meeting.

External Affairs

PABF 2010 -youth: LC proposed council to subsidize the vy
representatives a maximum of HKD15,000 for the whiglam regardle
of whether they are current youth team member or@muncil approved.

World Junior 2010: LC reported that Arthur Lau'sate has only got
players from the original PABF youth team who cantigipate in Worl
Junior 2010. Youth team committee proposed noetwdeam for Worl
Junior 2010 as it is not cost effective taypfor just a few days match
US. Council has agreed to let them represent HK@®Alay in Worlg
Junior 2010 and they can select 3 additional mesnb@rmake up a
people team. Instead of subsidizing their expernSesncil agreed to p;
the full amount of registration fee for them. DZ can be the NBCtheir

team.

PC, CY,
WK

LC

TL

Dz




6.

Gil.

Giil.

Oiv.

6V.

6Vi.

6vil.

6viii.

A.O.B.
LC raised on behalf of TN whether we need to stop rtegular bridg

tournament during the East Asian Games period awmay affect th
attendance of the tournament. Council disagrestbim

LC reported on behalf of TN that the coming Quatkupairs will be hel
on March 26 and March 27 (Sat. & Sun). It is stignmgcommended |
allow only a 4players team instead of 5. Council agreed with
recommendation. DZ suggested fimgli youth team members to act

stand by in case any of the teams do not have éngagers for both daygs.

Senior Bowl: Since there will be 9 to 10 teams ijonthis event (Membe
and Non-members are half-half), the movement neetde changed.

OpenMixed Pairs: There will be one big trophy and twishes for th
Champion. Council proposed TN to sponsor the prigeshe 1st and 2r
runners-up.

Triangular Interport: Tournament Operations wilganize trial, the eve
will be held just before Intercity (same as lastrye

Council agreed to pay CC for being Assistant Doeat the coming PAB
Trial.

There was member suggested to add all the peneéigasos in th
declaration letter for trial. Council disagreed lwihis approach as it
difficult to list out all the scenarios and needdwiew case by case.

DZ asked all council members to think about howptomote HKCBA
such that more people will join as member and nmoeenbers to join th
tournament. LC suggested canceling the memberfsieipCL objected ¢
this is unfair to some of the members who haveegithe life membershi
DZ said we should maintain the membership schemié \wadl affect the
voting system, we can consider reduce the memigefsai This issue to
discussed in the next Council Meeting.

The next Council Meeting will be held on March 2910.

LC/WK

All

10




Members of the Youth Team have to Improve
their Card-Reading Ability

2 4 BBO Leo HK youth team : youth team

On 4 February 2010, | watched Leo practising wittne members of the HK Youth
Team at BBO. | discovered that the Youth team membad to improve their
card-reading ability. Let’s see an example.

Board 6 EW/E
The cards of East and West are as follows:

a Q542 a K6
© 852 © 107

© K76 © A9543

§ KQ2 § AJ65

a §

©
© 1" © #$%&!" N +,
. I/ O1# a 2 3 456/

West leads 3 rounds of AK3 and you ruff the "§ ©. You then play 4, followed by
8, Kand Q. You cannot see J 10 and 2 g&t. Then you play 2 from dummy to
youra K. Only 8 cards remain in each hand.

oIl o !
#
8 8
789 : a  <=>0: TOHH?@ © AB/  C+? D
EF$ GH9 =21 - J: KLMN C? $@ & "OP © Qo
-. R §S.R TE. U VWXY  B/VMZ %8&D8 [
\|[K” _a " bc de . f gh.

11



/- /| o$ @P o T. I %#8]in +j$% DKkl .

/8§ mA U#n Lo $p qgr]sA’ a ta u+Z

v ° Rw Xy 5 %

There is still & loser. You can lose one Now, do you believe that North has a
singleton” Q? If you don’t, you have to draw trumps and geidy to lose a and a
* trick and make your contract. If you believe, (Mdnas bid 2 in the 2% round. He
has only 3 hcp im and no hcp ig. He must have distribution.  So singletoican
be reasonable). You have read the cards of Sollay side suits first and then play
" to throw in South. Let South lead from 10 and @wiNyou know that South has 4
and 3o. (North has bid® and he should have %) If you have to eliminate the
side suits and not be ruffed., South must haye 4The shape of South has to be
2344 before you can succeed. (The declarer irtipegglays* and thert . He
disregards the distribution of The result is one down.)

arz A )+ «C ")

© #
§

© ©

#

§ §
a  #
©
§ #

4/ 5 {M#8| e)}-4 8/f 4 4" s34 4/1 2f

South has 4. It meets your requirement. Based on the lastr8s; play 4 rounds of
§. You have following 4 cards remaining:

a6 ©o- " A9 s -
Y South’s 4 remaining cards are as follows:
aJ o- " JI02 § -
#-8¢' a, €@, 'f, #m:< “A95f...  2:KL
MN .T%~ , #& )F$1 Cy' " 2 %ot m]+L 89 2: ©,1
a 2: . SdE#v HZ+ oo e

You only need to givea. Whatever North returns, you can win 2 tricksiro
A95 and make your contract. However if South pl&s/hen you draw the®1
round of trumps, then your contract will fail. Ybave ®, 12 and 2°. Now, the
opponents have given you a chance but you havgrasped it. Isn't it a pity for you
to return back the gift?

12



-—— 7 &™"§ T HePe
At the other table, West jump raises toi@ the 29 round. It appears to be too
proactive.

t ZY j¢+v £o¥ |
Let’s see another example that the defence errsodinability to read cards.
-8 T+ + /) LER $)+0% ~

Another board (both/S). A youth team member sitsiand he holds:
a g ° . 5

1
©
a © a a
a | | 8
! ©
a () a $ «? - ®° % #2 &™: f
. X2

West first leads A, which is followed by 5, 10, and 2 (standard signal, a big
welcome). After seeing the dummy’s hand, what &hoe the #lead? Dummy’s
hand is:

a " @ " §

23'2&TM:'

e# +2 1 - pTE. "| © Bl 2 45/ -
10y, W /- | s£%0 |/ s kA Yo # nMZ %
¢DTE s AASAAB/ “DTE. "/ s§ O0AA Ui+mTE

a 7. A8 A CAB/ C# a 1 AATEC a #

E/ EE#E 1&™:' 1A Cy s lp. s |
PN 20A7.Y O:N 20#XYAA ~ AB/n OOMN1 8000
xm MZ@ 7.€UU°%:<YUMN % UY{M Ibn '

West's second lead isA. Based on dummy’s hand and the bidding, the decla
should have ® and singleton . There is one case for the remaining 5 cards 2.e
which should be AK or AQ before your play ofA was reasonable, else you should
have attacked. If your partner has a singleton then he would have 7. If your
partner has such a good shape, he might have: bid Bost important of all, if your
partner has a singleton he should have played the smallest card when you
playeda2 A — to hope that you would switch your attack. Bx@lanation given by
West to play A is that he was afraid that the declarer wouldehaAQ if he played
a . Isthis explanation reasonable? If so, howymanhave defensive tricks?
When you consider that your partner has to havegieton” before you can defeat
the contract, you need to think whether this assiomps reasonable. Are there any

13



other ways to defeat the contract? Which one isrikely given the bidding and the
cards played?

qr A

In practice, the cards of East and South are:

a

©
§ #
© #"
#
8
RA044 8848 @)+ +/  m8c Yae Weé &8I
Hi€s...i Y+kté aii

| write this article to remind the HK Youth Teampgractise more card-reading else
you would not be able to win when you meet thergfrAsian teams, not to mention
the strong world teams.

touu™ Z 606006+ p guld’ TG $ 0%

uyp S« #~EE Rw Oj#t .

I'll quote 2 other examples — one of which appeanetthe Spring Competition in
Shenzhen. The declarer has originally played wrphgt he read the cards correctly
(or luckily the opponents’ cards distributed as ymur wish) and saved the contract.

© #
#
§ #
a a #
© © !
§ §
©
§
i ] © § -9: a § -89: oDb;< ¢
A 50" e2f' © *2 C 01l ]a © _ -
9: © ]sA\ © _ AC § %Y
+2.7/ " % s -AEE -. [ ¥+l 7A -
/[ ¢Al - $% - o a2 a g am t$% - a

J4a /1 LC5»

14



South is the declarer o4 West leads 5. Based on a preliminary estimate, the
declarer can win the contract by losing onky,11 § and 1©. Declarer wins the®is

and lead®2 to Dummy’s K. East discarded. Declarer discovers that he has played
© wrongly. The safest play to guarantee losimgdnly is to playo A 1*.  Now, the
biggest problem is that East has discardedshowing at least’5 (because Dummy
has 4 ). Since there’s no other way to make the contidetlarer hopes that East

has only got 5 . Declarer then playsA, ruff a“, gives & , uses the 2 bridges fer
and2 to ruff* and2. The 4 remaining cards of each hand are as follows

a |

© #
#
§ #
© © |
!
g | 8§
a |
©
!
§
01#e2f § €¢ '%ol #,<... © TT™: VW

©KLmMN

Now, you give & from your hand. No matter what West will returnpycan win
©AJ.

t A 3 3 +
Another example is taken from the NEC Cup Final @etition this year.

a

©
§ #
a # a
© " © #
#
§ §
©
§
i@ ] . o n ! #+ 1111} # # p

15



C+ $ d#z # G *MN 9%, N 2C7TA+ $ DO

i & CO* +\, 0 § : & : @} < #' = - -
. $o . 2'GjF)$ % V- . kil /1 @ £4C 2RO +z0

1C I VKIA / #nlo S, 1 $% %<@&:

a2f O [/ 2alo ' @ C § %%~ § $% s t$% o L
C5»

Both sides are vulnerable. East and West are shemtighout. North is the declarer
of 6. The first attack is 7. Please do not look at the cards of East and Wek
attempt to be the declarer yourself. If you carses® 4 hands, can you read the cards
of East and West correctly and bring the contractd? If you cannot, let's see how
the World Champion read the cards accurately. logtist the winning tricks —&2 1

a2 may be o and 6 (if © was won by the opponents, then they would draw one
more trump). As there are only 10 tricks, it ise&sary to finesse correctly. If the
distribution ofe is not favourable, e.g., 5-2, then you can onlyceed if East has®
(else East can over ruff). Therefore, North whns £' trick using” A in his hand.
Finesse , succeed and playA to discard &, ruff a2 , plays AK and ruff ag, and

ruff a2 . The remaining cards are as follows:

a |

©
§ #
a l a
© ©
#
§ § |
©
§ |
@e2f' © O o2 U3 1 4p 510 "456 —
—VA 617 & Wec« 89 &™: a [/ lo &7
a N 2Ct' kla®$% _0: . +; 5 7/ & xyA5™ $<
T o=/ 71 Loev >+ 6C 2 Rw+ ? - @ Lo KL

*vn A®%

Now, North playsoQ from his hand, won by East. Whatever card isrnetd by East,
the remaining 4 cards belong to the declarer. ddutarer’s team wins 17 IMP for
this board. The other table also playskiut the declarer back-finesseK. Even if
the cards of East and West interchange with eduér and the ¥ finesse is
successful, do you still play the 3% round? If so, you have to ruff with a big trump.
Finally, the number of winning tricks is insufficieand the result of back-finessing
is down 2. (Actually, the chances for a successfumal finesse and a backward

16



finesse are more or less the same. However, digigbution of? is not favourable,
a successful normal finesse will have a better cham accomplish 6.

3 2 AGM 1 BCD ,&™3Q ,Q EK + q F
B GH 2L I
In the AGM Pairs Competition held on 2 March 20et 2 youth team members
and found that they cold not read cards. It madevereying about the development
of the youth team members.

a  J964
© 3
4
§ KQ76543
a  AQ1083 a 5
© Q10876 © J94
" Q105 © AJ97632
§ - § A8
a K72
© AK52
K8
§ J1092
Bidding  Nil/N
w N E S
- 1 -
] 3 - 3NT
& -- -- X
+ All pass
sK,R2 12 §A2fC  23&™:2' ©9,@ J* Eo 01
TK [ KR2f JQut L ¢z+2 B UKA 5530CA 6520&
:mC CAvC 2 &l ©, 2 ,® M . NO P =/ "
1 LN .RO QR O ST TA UQE¢ N (V% t W,RB XY
AZ2,C 35 3 V>+v o+ Y0 A— )

North first leds K. | sat West. | played A and discarded 3. For the ¥ trick, |
playedo9 from dummy, North and South both followed low.thAis time, South
should have clearly understood my cards compleTayhim, | was thed Dummy.
The shape of my hand should be 5530. If it was 6680ould have discarded a
instead of @ . | then played &, won by South. South, who might not have the
habit of reading cards, returned a | made 4, up one. | want to advise the
teachers of the youth team members that they slerojfthasize on the training of the
card-reading ability of the youth team members.difidnally, | would like to add

that my partner was a new player. If she bida®er 3, then | might not able to
discover that the Youth Team Members did not read< This is another question.)

17



Slow Bidding for Good Hands

A ~A ® ., Y i aA<O: b- O#A 1 ,
< MG\ AA U ® ° d,<  e*b- O: ,R- f #® Mgb

O: ,u+ hlIG * .R<0) Life MasterC + Y ,ae i c¢j 2.,k
<EY le | 5 m8&lz H#A B AA n o INT(15 - 17
aAKQ6 ©AQJ9% " Q9 §84# 18A&02 33-35A&Ap A q ,
st ®uv ,4— B6NT+1, —V>A¥v W 4o %50, 710R,RO
o#+ 6. 2t A7. 5/ x,0: Ag,< ™M™ | CHE yt 2a,
AA 3o #z F AAz 45 #\ / AA'} 31 # B5NTAA} 6

K, Y ~ ,-ghAA. oK, * AK, §A 14/E£,8. 120: (W 2 3
©5° 381)7. 1-3& g, *J¥% "JWBAA a2/ <$%: Yo a 3/,
7.5¢ a33Re ov , >- sQV. [ v  ,0>Cev € .,

, h+ 1 P 809N 2we °

Slow bidding for good hands (“slow arrival”) is eegt improvement in modern
bridge because the winning or losing at bridge ddp®n the number of tricks won.
When you hold a good hand, you have to ask youngaslowly about the shape and
the position of the high cards in order to calalde number of winning tricks
correctly. The hcp only help you to estimate thenhar of winning tricks but it is not
accurate. | shall use some boards in the Life &d3airs Tournament held in
December 2009 as examples to show that many expétieng Kong still use hcp as
their standard. Please seetffeb®ard in the %' Session.

You are East, both vulnerable, partner opens 1871{@), you hold AKQ6

©AQJ96 Q9 & 84.You have 18 hcp yourself and 33-35 hcp joiridiye to

the influence of hcp, no one tries grand slam. abletbid 6NT+1. One table has
stopped at@ or 50 possibly due to misunderstanding and get 710 IM&S you

have got not just 2 A but also a suit of 5 cards; gan have many winners.
Therefore, you can bid slowly. For example, you fiet transfer to 2 and then bid
22 . Partner bids@ and you cuebida3 partner cuebidss4 You ask for key cards.
Partner replies 3 keycards and you bid 5NT. Pargmies 6 showing.” K.

w N E S
Pass
INT pass "2 pass
2 pass % pass
® pass 3 pass
4 pass ANT pass
5 pass 5NT pass
6 pass ?

18



Up to now, you know your partner hak, * AK, § A, a total of 14 hcp and you have
12 winning tricks (i.e2 3,0 5,” 3 ands 1). There is still 1-3 hcp not yet

known -2 J or* J. If partner has 2 spades, then you can rufflapartner has 3
spades and the distribution of opponent’s spad@s3ibreak, then there is a chance to
have a grand slam. If partner has g@, there is still a chance for finesse. With so
many chances added together, the possibility toeraadrand slam is greater than
80%,

Please see the following 3 boards in the secorgises

#1 : ; fm O6NT%70 6 +" -IA k, £ BAA +AW
ANT ps
2 6NT

Now, you can still decide whether to bid 6NT @f.7 If you don't try, you bid purely
based on hcp. My partner and | did not bid wetl e stopped at 6NT.

: UU pairVA ... 6NT1 n. 1470R . A
Perhaps the other pairs had similar bidding, ggtiiscore 1470 when making 6NT
+1. West ‘s hand is as follows:

a 75 ©K75 " AKJ10 § A1092

A+A T D. 13:
Isn’t that you can claim 13 tricks immediately whee cards are laid down?

R+O . part ®uv ;| -1 g 13: .REE&aeiA U 0/ ,3%o
We PABF C+ Vi S i «i

| guess that that not a single pair has attemptaaldgslam. | hope that the Hong
Kong can emphasis this point else it will be diffido win strong teams in the PABF
tournament..

t , M8 147 : @< A
Let’s see another exampl€' dession, Board 14. The cards of North and

19



South are as follows:

a  KQ93
© 1052
J432
§ 95
a  Al104
© AQ
© AKQ107
§ AK4
ni 2s @ Eg N control, ¢  3NT, h30AA 1
+Z'wvv N,&™es 3 AAv passN ?—f.!— w  3NTi.. 12:,
< "TEA_+A xyqrZ 75%L o —™M_— uv ,iS.]L ,
- 12.5%Uq 6NT% 7 ,-8+ | ©]°‘ (C/ © M ®)Dm
Lo .62 U]siv #L V>A Copair “ o  6NT+8 6 %7 +.
Uq @gAA. K,.L [ ,—AAE€ Q% J, h+TEN  ? Cy
3 ,@Dgh Q¢ . 2KQ"J!a € 8§ [/ ,™ #En
25 . Qtricks ,C & . 5/ ,0d@+* 6" i ,

South opens strong artificiag2 North informs South that he has one control.
South bids 3NT directly even though he holds sughal hand. If he bids 3D, will
his partner pass? 3 out of 5 tables stopped até8idlTobtained 12 tricks. Though
it ought not have good result, it actually got 75840 other tables bid small slam but
could not make it and so they got 13.5% only. alet fafter bidding 6NT or7, if

you do not finesse but squeeze the opponents (a higher possibiliy fmesse),

then you can succeed. Bnust succeed whether you finesse or squeeze.t if\a i
pair tournament, most prefer to play 6NT instea@ obr 7 . In fact, South has
already known that North has a King. Before bigdijame, South should ask North
for Q or J. If South bids'3 then North will know. North has got 3 useful dsr

a KQ, " J and also a doubleton §n As you say that that opening af vould mean 9
tricks, if South has shown 5-carderthen it will not be difficult for North to bid6.

A
The hands of East and West are as follows:
a  J875 a 62
© KJ96 © 8743
965 -8
§ 108 § QJ7632
5)07 <"S. uv ,j¢S« ©,AA > 6, oDm #L,

There should not be any slam for the following lboarHowever, opponents
interfered by bidding. Partner ventured to 6 On £'lead ofo, the slam must
succeed.
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a  QJ9

© KQ7632
7
§ 93
© AJ98 ©
Q108 © AK9653
§ Q64 § A75
a 854
© 1054
42
§ KJ1082
5& 16 . k2 n 18,5 20, AA\ € 6, R
XY@ ofe p ,Q o©utA C. KQI07 > +¢ , #’ , #S
. 2 MN1 DAEEAA o, AA Y ' o, Zf pKLMN (
a 15 * 7+ LN )— < Ca+ 1I'[ v lo, © . i
®MWv ¢ -1 pair A w 3NT.

This is the 18 board. EW vulnerable. | sit West and open My LHO bid 2o.

My partner doubles®iand later bids6. | consider that North’s bid af has helped
the declarer. Hi® suit is not good. If hi® suit has KQT, then it will be more
appropriate. You have bid but you cannot win thetian, then you hope that your
partner will £'leade. Now, your partner has followed your order tdlesbut it

has helped the declarer to make the contract (iffSleads or " , the contract cannot
be made). On the other hand, if North does nqt\hest will respond @ to East’s
1". When the strength inis shown, we will likely stop at 3NT like 3 othpairs.

Here’s another example:

t a 875
© K96
J10853
§ 43
a 92 & AK3
© 42 © AQ875
© AK64 2
§  J10652 § AK87
s QJ1064
© J103
Q97
§ Q9
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5 « £2-. 28R, =it @« § A 22Rw ©KI" 78 Ao

: 68 7ATE +.C] 2/1, n 10,T 1NT, 38 (19-20GF)

Sl 8 1 7 AK,f 4:< , 68 U ¥, qr-. 1— u

v,2—w 5§,2—w 3NTA+A p A qr ,+; 33R+ 8" uv ?
East and West have only 28 hcp jointly. Howeverthes of North and South are
2-2 andeK is on side, ¥ is cold and one should be able to bid 6 If we use 2/1,
East opensd, West responds 1INT. East bids @9-20 GF). The 5-carderand
" AK can help to win at least 4 tricks and it is ddficult to bid 6s. In practice,
only 1 table stopped at slam, 2 tables stopped ainbl 2 tables stopped at 3NT. Did
they dare not bid slam because they had less thae[3?
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Hand Valuation

P"REak ©g RE a R« ?#t - g 0. U1 oU g- U+

G,0 -.®:, m °c,6.hQ ', 3 ®1 P 191 {Mm
+ IR [ ._2 < <lFought The Law of Total Trickgp a «s

— TS B £2* m$S £ 2. nAMWP) 19-2141 &
® Y™  x [/ | ,0D$ U L “o

We usually assess the value our hand by high cardsg(HCP). | believe that you
have already discovered early that when you halepely hand, the valuation will

not be accurate. In the previous century, the baWotal Tricks (LTT) was

introduced. However, based on statistics, whendta number of tricks of both sides
exceeds 19, the probability that it will follow thaw is less than 1/3. A recent book
“I Fought The Law of Total Tricks” has advanced thethodology for valuing hands.

In simple words, when the trump suit has been agaed the joint Work Points (WP)

is between 19-21, the number of losing tricks isatdo the sum of the 2 shortest suits.
This has taken distribution into account.

o%# SA , *m$’ (E 28. 8/<$ )

(1)g- #AA £2_ T ™x®% (SST)a 13%“ 5, . 'DA” 19-21WP
1% O: .

(2)g-£ 2 WPA 19-21 &  AA«CA

(3)AA WPC 1921 AA¢v . g¢g- 'O: , Y A3T EC(E )
WPE (% )1: . 7% (@. )

Practically, when the trump suit has been agrdedt(ital number of trumps in both

hands should be 8 or more):

(1) Estimate the sum of the 2 shortest suits (SSTpafself and your partner, deduct
it from 13. The difference will be number of wingitricks that you would expect
to get when you hold 19-21 WP;

(2) Estimate the joint WP and compare the point rarfid®e21;

(3) Based on the difference between WP and 19-21, aithe number of winning
tricks by adding 1 (deducting 1) per 3 WP in exdessn deficiency).

For example: (NS vulnerable)

a XX

© XX
JIXXX

§  AKQxx
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a  \oid

© Kxx
AQXXX
§ J109xx
£25A § _TIx A 2 (0/ )o@/ ),0: , 13-0-2=11£ 2 20/ WCy
©A ,OKD. pu.,£2. HWAEWP=20£2< §Y$ <. 11: | q

*AC 5, Y A

The agreed suit i, and the shortest suits arévoid) ando (doubleton). Number
of winning tricks = 13 — (0 + 2) = 11. Joint HCR28. When East hasA, oK will
be workable. Joint WP = 20.4fis used as trump, NS can win 11 tricks . In fdct,
is the case because East's hand is:

a  AQXXXX ©AJIXXX T X 8§ X

Cy “KV YA Kx™/ £2 AQ) . HAEWWP=10&E, <3 5
- L¢. KA ,0A wWP=23, , b- 'O: , Y 13-0-2=11t € 1,(C
19-21/¢ 2/&FE 1: #<0 12: Cy ©A K1 #E 2
WP=10+7=17¢ =104,  =7/E)b- 'O: , t ¥%1: (C19-21 2A&FE
1: )CY 13-0-2(Mfx )-1(F E, )=10: . ¢ { ¢ ©A K,

E 7A D8 , # AA O1 °» M AV ), A
6060+ q S qr

If East has also gotK and he also holds Kx only., then the joint WP &iQJ = 10

and the partnership can win 5 tricks, equivalertheoholding of K and the WP = 23.
Using the above example, add 1 to the total nurabetinning tricks (13 -0 - 2) =

11 (WP exceeds 19-21 by 2, add 1 trick) and yowaari2 tricks. IfoA and” K are
with East, your joint WP =10 + 7 + 17 (C = 10 @sin = 7 points), the number of
winning tricks has to be reduced by 1 (As WP iokhis is less than 19-21, deduct 1).
13 - (0 + 2) — 1 (adjustment) = 10 tricks. Whettmerrelevant cards, likeA and

" K, are with East or West, have to be judged bybidding (sometimes based on
luck). The above example was taken from ShenzpengCompetition. The
actual bidding is:

NS/E wW N E S
12 2NT (2EIx )
3 X ® pass (*8 =fit2)
4 all pass
@® MGI 55 Swv i 62 D +g ,S<Ti# 6s N #O00 .%o
) S« slamy  Y#+ £+ slam.

North may worry that if he bidsg5 the opponents would easily biel .6 In fact, the
Opponents are afraid that you would bid 6 Can you recall any previous cases that
the opponents would not bid slam because you di¢hid@
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O OO0, AH) T levelt 02  €+e%o OOx@ , b5s

A 2?2 UST K" d+A # 68 Nlegr p 5s ,5 4
A & 2NT Bw. °»59 U, @A <i | >_"+Al

¥, Y&@S.YO: U)S. CAKQxxtA 0~ cyoU 077

. Urn %Y 2NTD. \p Cy# R~ ®: , m ,0zbPAM #8

55 ,C3 WP+SST b- e@ p@ WP=10, ©°% ,< a EAA
WP=7-10, Y *~ x VwM ,AA& 5/ * VAO: ,~< ® WP 3 F
E . AA  jix m. B2 &a # SST=2% 3E!0: , WP=19-21
1:<3 13-2=11% 13-3=10: ~< 58 A_ ? .(WP+SST &ab- <«
l&2e | Fought the Law of Total Trick§S® : , m~ &).

Modern bidding is competitive. It is best for yaultid to the right level at once. For
this board, the best bid is Srom whatever angles of consideration. The opptse
will even fear that you would make 6f * K is situated unfavorably. The contracts
58,5 and 4 are cold. South has bid his limit with 2NT wheavimg red
vulnerability. Now, North is the “captain”. It@ mistake for North to pass because
(1) North has not defensive tricks, and (2) thenething better than a support of
AKQxx. If this support will bring a loss, then Sbis bid of 2NT has problem. If
you like the LTT, this board satisfies the Law. uMmave to bid 5. Using WP +

SST for North, WP = 10. When vulnerable, you capéhthat your partner's WP =7 —
10. Since there is also a fit for partner’s 8 - can also be a winner. Therefore,
the total WP can be adjusted upwards. One of dhta@r's majors must have a
singleton or void. Your SST =2 or 3. When thajaVP = 19-21, the total

number of winning tricks =13 — 2 = 11 or 13 — 8.= Therefore, bidding$should
also be the best (For detailed method of calcudatitP + SST, please refer to the
book “I Fought the Law of Total Tricks”)

B Et Zoi e 2 ( 2 13 NECf =+ )
Let’s see the bidding of World Class players fdwoard which appeared in the NEC
Final Competition on 13 February 2010:

Both/E a Q
© AQ754
© 9
§  KJ9643
s KJ9642 = A10853
© J96 © -
J54 © 8762
§ Q § A1082
a7
© K10832
AKQ103
§ 75
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\  né (Let’s watch the Open Room first)

w N E S
Pass o1

k 3 4o pass

4 ANT X §

Pass ©) 5 pass

Pass ?
a@A éii $ BaliskiQTEf, ? pass, X, 2e®: , m =~ ®
$ , A2lCy@I]L 60 , 52 5 2e WPub- ,@WP=10,
-. 3+4=7( K Q+ b- )SST=1+1=2(¥ = ,1/ - )¢ WP=17® O:
, =13-2-1F E, )=10gr< © Y$  -... 10: .q Sf ,Baliski 60,
j €ce a O ) st s§5 2-500l80 €20 1 jid V
Ai , - 67 @ +v Gl T« 62 £+ U~AA o, 0"
% T ,¢™ s 1.

Poland’s famous player Baliski sat North. How dddwe bid? Pass, X6 ?
Based on the LTT, the total number of trumps = 2if South and North can make 6
then 3 of East and West should be at least down 2. U&iRgNorth’'s WP = 10.
South's WP =3+4 =7 Kand Q cannot be calculated). SST=1+1=2
(singletore and singleton ). Since WP = 17, the total number of winning tsick

13 — 2 -1 (adjustment) = 10. You can only win 1i6kis usingo as trump. In
practice, Baliski bid 6 and was doubled. The first lead vegs€East won and played
§ and then another, down 2, - 500. Even world-class players havguigment
problems in high-level competitive bidding. If ybold North’s hand, you would
not worry that East and West would havedhd not support partneris The level
of support is based on the judgment of the 2 pestne

t fé (we will now watch the Closed Room)

w N E S
Pass o©1
k 3 4o 5
5 X pass @
?
a AABR i $ Nunes#XYQTE f, ?pass, X, 6?2 ( ®: , m ,

Cy# 3 12: , @« 60 ¢ 9: t - WP=10+4¢ Y 10&F)$ :
aQ$ 05 ,L ¢ aQ A ~<. pA&EY 10,8QB/ ,~<+ b),SST=0+1¢

0/ .s | )# ®O:A 13-0-1-2(WP=1&# E, )=10: {Mqr® qS
f Nunes 62 j €02 5™ & ~ .0AA a 0" Q%5 z 4o
A2 R EON 6« .®: , m 0z , qre 0«> 1 ).
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Another famous world-class player Nunes sat Webliow should he bid? Pass, X,
62, ? Based on the LTT, if you can win 12 tricksu®oand North can only win 9
tricks for 6. Using WP = 10 + 42( has 10 points. Draw trump once an@ will

drop. It is equivalent to your hotdQ. Therefore, WP = 10.8Q is a singleton and
therefore cannot be counted). SST =0 ® Ydid, § singleton). Your total
number of winning tricks = 13 - 0 — 1 -2 (WP = Ttemadjustment) = 10. It
satisfies the situation. In practice, Nunes Bid doubled and down 2. East had
excellent support for and he bid cuebidc2to show his support. This is something
which is worthy to learn. (The LTT and the actresdult differ by 1 trick.)

t @ +
Let's see another board in the recer'@®rth America Championships:
0
©
§
© #" ©
#
§ § #
a  #
©
§
a ©
©
6 7
eq S© 606 _ ?py, Y6 Am Ru+t =+L° 22 o
8¢ oQY% sQnA +P g -o . ©,” ©AKQ(l U~),
mg€ £ % 1 _?, #7 e+ L¢3 AAL ## B uu
+v U#%# LAUCS5 +C 3 AAT ,0 AR E X

Based on the real battlep hias achieved the best result becauses@old. | don'’t
agree West biddinge2with his hand unless he has one mo@orgs Q. As West

has showr® and East hasAKQ (the strongest support), East has to raise idtel

to be raised is based on your judgement - elseay®@telling your partner that | would
never support what you bid. Instead, why notgaltner that “our partnership will
end today”?
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t< ®: , m $  ®, A © " 0, A m
Cy> ot @« ~< 1 :<O...

§ "o+ p: 6 + § ", ;

6 &I ix 7 O: Y &*  fx 8§ /F
E F E (Mo
Using the LTT, the total number of trumps = 10 +=1P0 © + " ). The total number
of winning trick s = 12 = 10 = 22, which exceeds tbtal number of trumps by 2.
Using WP + SST, the SST of South and North = 3. eréfore, when WP + 19 = 21,
South and North can win 10 tricks. Now WP = 28 uitos Q cannot win a trick, East
cannot attack , so South and North can win 12 tricks. The WP &8d of East and
West = 13 and = 1 + 1 = 2 respectively. As thera & short suit, the number of
winning tricks = 13 — 2 + 1 (the adjustment for 8feshort suits, which is a
doubleton) — 2 (the adjustment for WP = 13) = 1@.complies with the real
situation.

t 2 I'HSOHE 2 (
)R+, - BSOS 1IF 1HS YHE(

23" a 4
© 5
65
§ 78
a 65 a 378
© 6 © 7
4 8 © 3
§ 345 §
© 348
7
§ 6
9
§
; §
§ 3" -,
B ¥j AA <1$=)-> § Q .U - 5/& 6 .A8/
§7 BXYOn ¢ ™s CyR A3 R 5§ 5 17
2@ ——j ] & 12A° &'
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| was very happy when my partner Henry Lam kid Be had no shape and had only
4 hcp but he had got an importa€. | consider that this to be a real partnership
game. Ifmy wasAQ, | could bid4. We won 13 IMP. (East played &t the
other table). The opponents won the Championeretid.

@ 6 24 b- a © 6.& ! fx -~< FEY

& x IF E BIF E &4 FE ~< 1 %¢

O: , A 6 C AA 5 ~< O: Ya A
<KL a 5° MN 8]i :

The joint WP of South and North = 15 (without cangte J), SST = 3 = 1, Ho= 2).
As there are 3 short suits, the SST has be adjtstgd 1 = 2 (with a"3short suit,
adjust doubleton by 1, singleton by 2, void by 3J.herefore, when WP = 19-21, the
estimated number of winning tricks = 13 - 2 = 1obMNWP = 15, which is smaller
than 19-21 by 4, therefore the number of winnimgks = 11 -2 = 9. East and West
can make 8 or 4 . (Diamonds have to be played correctly.)

®: , m -<«<F$ i Ul st 1 a /A (
< UE VO 1 D +U a FEA gb «@<3¢

: U VW UE1 yacg T 1 £2¢ . WA
x10 n MZmN

The LTT emphasizes on the number of trumps ancenegthe shape and human
judgment. The weakness of SST + WP is: if the 8&dne side is low and WP is
also low, then it is not possible to use the shapdully. The strength of SST is that
it helps you side to estimate the number of winnrigks especially when you have
held short suits.  Only when you use your own judgtr{to estimate the joint WP
and the length of shortest suits) can you bid #asaonable contract.
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Our nearby city, Shenzhen, basically hold a Swiss Teams tournament in every
season. The event is sponsored by Geely AutoMobile Holdings Ltd this year.
The event is in 8 rounds of 12-board Swiss Team format. 4 rounds on
Saturday and 4 rounds on Sunday, which shall not be too harsh for most
players. All boards are shuffled by hands, and thus making the competition
more fun. | have formed a team to participate this year. The event is really
exciting and the hands are interesting. However, there are no hand records
for discussion after the event, we could hardly recall the hands for discussion
afterwards.

Our team won the first 7 matches, but lost greatly in the last match. We
ended up to be the 2™ runner up.

One of the hands was as follow:

_ a?10
© .>
0
§? 91
a >
©21
- .1
§ .>
% @ A *
§ 0) ©
0) 2 0) @
0) 0) )

You were West, lead the = 9 (0 / 2), declarer put up ~ K, partner followed with
" 5.

Declarer played another -
signal).

at 2" trick, partner discard with ©2 (standard

What shall you do now?

Declarer is having 6 cards - and 4 cards ©. Your partner discarded ©2.
But which black suits did he prefer?
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The answers shall be, no preference. If he strongly requested you to shift to
one of the black suits, he shall either discard a high card in that suit, or discard

a low card in another suit.

Ok, so now you are going to switcha2. Butwhicha ? 210.
The whole hand was:
_ a2 10
© .>
"0
§?2 91
a > a 9B
©21 © 9B
- - B
g .> § 2BO
a 2
© ?0
? 29>
§

Switching to 2 10 makes life easiest. Partner could won with 2 A and come
back 2 to establish the 2 7, and cash it out by s Aentry.  2NT -1.

The defender making this nice shift, was Mr. GUI Sheng Yue ( ), the

Executive Director of the Geely Automobile Holdings Ltd.

Another hand was:

@

%

a

8

0)

)

0

a

0)

‘@

0)

0)

0)

0)

0)

What did the DBL mean?

South passed over 32, so, he did not like the 2 lead.
East showed his long and strong § suit, so, he did not like the § lead.

The DBL then must showing values in the red suits.

It is pity that the opener did not get the right message and still lead the 2, we

have got 10 tricks and scored +950. If he led the right red suits, we were

31



going to down 2 and got -500.

The defender making the DBL, was Mr. Shen Jia Xiang ( ), the ex-China
National Open Team player.

Last hand was about declarer play:

@ A * %
2 0) @ 0)
0§ 0) > § 0)
>@ 0) B 8§ 0)
18 0) 0) )
© >0
.1
§ .1>
a 290
© 1
" ?B
§ 20

Lead was ©K, you got in with ©A, cash §AK, RHO did not follow the 2"
trump.
How would you declare the hand??
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The whole hand was:

a
© >0
.1

§ .1>
a B a? 1>
© ?2 ©.9B
29 h >0
§7?2 9 §B

a 290

© 1

" ?B

§ 20

The correct line shall be cashing out © AKQ, discarding the ©.
Ruff a ©.

Cashing 2 AK.
Ruffaa.
_ a
©
§
a a 2
©? ©
§? §
229
©
§2

Now, ruff a ©. And play another 2 to score the §J by Coup en passant.
Nicely done !!

West missed a chance to challenge the declarer, by following the ©Q in the
previous round of H. The declarer had to guess West original distribution,

was 3244 or 3334, he had to lead the right red card from dummy when 3 cards
ending as above.

The declarer making the 65, was the young HKG player, KY Tam.
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