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9th Council Meeting Minutes 

 

Date : November 25, 2009 (Wednesday) 

 

Time: 7:30 p.m.  

 

Venue: Unit 1103, 11/F, East Ocean Centre, 98 Granville Road, TST, KLN, HK 

 

Present: Officers: 

Derek Zen – President (DZ) 

Thomas Ng – Vice-President (TN) 

Christopher Leung – Treasurer (CL) 

 

Council members: 

CC Wong (CC) 

Chan Yiu (CY) 

WK Lai (WK) 

Doris Lo (DL) 

Leo Cheung (LC) 

 

 

Apologizes:  

Pearlie Chan – Secretary (PC) 

SK Luk (SK) 

Charmian Koo (CK) 

Tony Lau (TL) 
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 Item Content When Action 

1 

 

2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3 

 

3.1 

 

 

 

4 

4.1 

 

 

 

4.2 

 

 

 

 

4.3 

 

Adopt minutes of the 8th Council Meeting held on October 19, 2009.  

 

Follow up matters raised in last meeting (by minutes order): 

 

Item 2: LC will find youth team to do the website for HKCBA 

 

Item 2: WK will do the master point update before month end 

 

Item 4iii: Each council member has to report exact role by the end of this 

term.  DZ will give overall work division accordingly.  

 

Item 4iv: Council concerns that it is not easy to have quality control over 

services provided by external web-site design house.  So council decides 

not outsourcing web-site project.  

 

Item 5iii: there is not enough people interest to participate Asian University 

Bridge Championship. Reported by WK 

 

Item 6: Council agrees that LA Ozorio is not in position to sponsor Mixed 

Pair 

 

Financial affairs 

 

Bank position: Current account HKD107,000, Saving account 

HKD318,000, so total is HKD 425,000.  Account payable is about 

HKD200,000.  The balance is about HKD 200,000 

 

External affairs 

There are 5 teams adopted by HKCBA to participate Hoi Nan tournament 

2009.  They are: Chan Yiu’s team, Vincent Li’s team, Ben Lam’s team, 

P.S. Shum’s team and W.K. Lai’s team. 

 

The result of Hong Kong teams in China Mind Sport Game (CMSG) is as 

following: open team ranked 27th out of 41 teams, ladies team ranked 26th 

out of 28 teams and youth team ranked 3rd over 14 teams in qualifying 

round but failed to move a step ahead in quarter final. 

 

Regarding to Mr KF Mak and Mrs Charmian Mak’s resignation from 

representing Hong Kong to participate CMSG, council accepts their 
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6 

 

 

 

 

sufficient reasons and will not assign any penalty towards them. 

 

The intercity tournament will be held from August 11 to 15, 2010 at 

Kowloon Regal Hotel, TST.  

 

Internal Affairs 

 

Appeal committee name list should be posted on website.   

 

Appeal case result should be post on Bridgzette and website 

 

Appeal case should be reported by director to DZ and/or David CC Ng 

 

The mixed pair will be postponed to January 2010. 

 

The maximum number of player is fixed at 8 in ladder team event, no 

matter any teammate joins other team or not.   

 

In case any one player wish to withdraw from the team he/she played and 

redeem the quota to new player, it should be approved by council. 

 

The 10th Council Meeting will be held on January 4, 2010. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TL 

 

WK/TL 
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10th Council Meeting Minutes 

 

Date : January 4, 2010 (Monday) 

 

Time: 7:30 p.m.  

 

Venue: Unit 1103, 11/F, East Ocean Centre, 98 Granville Road, TST, KLN, HK 

 

Present: Officers: 

Derek Zen – President (DZ) 

Thomas Ng – Vice-President (TN) 

Pearlie Chan – Secretary (PC) 

Christopher Leung – Treasurer (CL) 

 

Council members: 

CC Wong (CC) 

Chan Yiu (CY) 

WK Lai (WK) 

Doris Lo (DL) 

SK Luk (SK) 

Charmian Koo (CK) 

Tony Lau (TL) 

 

 

Apologizes:  

Leo Cheung (LC) 

 

 Item Content When Action 

1 

 

2 

 

 

 

 

   

 

   

  

   

Adopt minutes of the 9th Council Meeting held on November 25 2009.  

 

Follow up matters raised in last meeting (by minutes order): 

 

-Each council member has to draft their own job duties for next council 

meeting. 

 

- CC to send the Appeal committee name list to TL for posting on website 

 

- WK to send Appeal case result to TL and CY for posting on website and 

Bridgzette. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All 

 

 

CC & TL 

 

WK, TL 

& CY 
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  4 

4.1 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

   

  5 

 5.1 

 

 

 

 

  6 

 

 

Financial Affairs 

Bank position: Current account HKD105,000, Saving account 

HKD329,000, HSBC stock around HKD1,266,000. 

 

Internal Affairs 

PABF trial arrangement: Up to today there is only one team registered for 

the Open Series. Zero team registered for Ladies and Senior. The deadline 

for registration is January 13, 2010. If there is no more than one team 

registered for each series, no trial is needed. TL to post reminder on website 

for registration. WK reported that youth team planned to have trial together 

with open team. DZ mentioned that there will be limited subsidy for youth 

for the coming PABF. Council agreed to sponsor registration fee plus  

HKD15,000 for the six representatives of youth team. TL to post trial 

announcement on website. 

 

External Affairs 

HKCBA is being invited to send up to two University teams to join the 

FISU 5th World University Bridge Championship in Kaoshiung, Taipei. If 

youth team is interested to join, trial will be organized in March/April. DZ 

confirmed that HKCBA will pay the registration fee of this Championship. 

 

A.O.B. 

Intercity: This year’s intercity will be held in August 2010. Venue will be 

Regal Kowloon Hotel and the Contract will be similar to last year, 

expenditure around HKD500,000. DZ will contact sponsors and try to 

persuade CRC for a three years’ sponsorship at around HKD200,000. 

 

Senior Bowl: David CC Ng suggested the registration fee to be HKD480 

per team and allow non-member to join this event. Council agreed. 

 

AGM: Council agreed the tentative date for AGM to be February 26, 2010. 

PC to issue memo 21 days before the AGM. TL to post announcement on 

website. DZ will prepare the Chairman’s Report and send to all before end 

of January. CY will send hard copies to members by mail. 

 

 

The 11th Council Meeting will be held on February 8, 2010. 
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11th Council Meeting Minutes 

 

Date : February 8, 2010 (Monday) 

 

Time: 7:30 p.m.  

 

Venue: Unit 1103, 11/F, East Ocean Centre, 98 Granville Road, TST, KLN, HK 

 

Present: Officers: 

Derek Zen – President (DZ) 

Pearlie Chan – Secretary (PC) 

Christopher Leung – Treasurer (CL) 

 

Council members: 

CC Wong (CC) 

Chan Yiu (CY) 

Charmian Koo (CK) 

Doris Lo (DL) 

Leo Cheung (LC) 

Tony Lau (TL) 

WK Lai (WK) 

 

 

Apologizes:  

Thomas Ng – Vice-President (TN) 

SK Luk (SK) 

 

 Item Content When Action 

1 

 

2 

 

 

  3 

  3i. 

 

 

   

 

  4 

Adopt minutes of the 10th Council Meeting held on January 4, 2010.  

 

Follow up matters raised in last meeting (by minutes order): 

- All outstanding tasks are completed. No follow up action required. 

 

Financial Affairs 

Bank position: HKD350,000 in the account currently. Have settled 

HKD111,000 for Intercity deposit. Outstanding income: HKD20,000 

sponsorship from DZ (CL to send invoice to DZ for payment) and 

membership fee from DL. 

 

Internal Affairs 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CL 
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 4i. 

 

 

 

 

 

 4ii. 

 

 

 

   

 

 

  4iii. 

   

  

  4iv. 

 

 

   

   

 

 

   

  4v. 

  

   

  5 

  5i. 

 

 

 

5ii. 

 

   

 

  

 

  

 

   

AGM: PC to work with CY and WK to send out the Chairman’s Report, 

Financial Report, AGM agenda and Notice and Proxy form to members for 

the coming AGM on Mar 2, 2010. Due to DL’s resignation from her 

position, council will elect one more council member to join for a one year 

term.   

 

2010 Youth Team Planning and Budget: LC will send the yearly budget 

report to CL by next council meeting. There will be a transparent annual 

selection process of youth team members and will make sure to review the 

performance of the current youth team members each year. LC will report 

to council the names of the 2010 intake youth members. Subsidy will only 

be provided for youth team members incase they win the trial.  

 

PABF trial has been rescheduled to March 13 and March 14, 2010. TL to 

post announcement to remind members register for the event. 

 

Intercity: Intercity for this year will be held on August 10 to 15, 2010 at 

Regal Kowloon Hotel. Mixed Pair has been added to the schedule. DZ 

estimated the sponsorship for this year would be similar as last year and 

will be able to breakeven if we can have HKD300,000 sponsorship. CRC 

has yet to confirm their sponsorship for this event. Invitation has been sent 

already. LC to organize Inter-professional, Intercity organizing committee 

will only provide support on equipment. 

 

DZ will consolidate the job duties of all council members for discussion in 

the next meeting.  

 

External Affairs 

PABF 2010 – youth: LC proposed council to subsidize the youth 

representatives a maximum of HKD15,000 for the whole team regardless 

of whether they are current youth team member or not. Council approved. 

 

World Junior 2010: LC reported that Arthur Lau’s team has only got 3 

players from the original PABF youth team who can participate in World 

Junior 2010. Youth team committee proposed not to send team for World 

Junior 2010 as it is not cost effective to play for just a few days match in 

US. Council has agreed to let them represent HKCBA to play in World 

Junior 2010 and they can select 3 additional members to make up a 6 

people team. Instead of subsidizing their expenses, Council agreed to pay 

the full amount of registration fee for them. DZ can be the NPC for their 

team. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PC, CY, 

WK 

 

 

 

 

LC 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TL 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DZ 
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  6. 

 6i. 

 

 

 

 6ii. 

 

 

 

 

 

 6iii. 

 

 

 6iv. 

 

 

 

  6v. 

 

 

  6vi. 

 

 

 6vii. 

 

 

 

 6viii. 

 

A.O.B. 

LC raised on behalf of TN whether we need to stop the regular bridge 

tournament during the East Asian Games period as it may affect the 

attendance of the tournament. Council disagreed to stop.  

 

LC reported on behalf of TN that the coming Quadruple Pairs will be held 

on March 26 and March 27 (Sat. & Sun). It is strongly recommended to 

allow only a 4-players team instead of 5. Council agreed with the 

recommendation. DZ suggested finding youth team members to act as 

stand by in case any of the teams do not have enough players for both days. 

 

Senior Bowl: Since there will be 9 to 10 teams joining this event (Members 

and Non-members are half-half), the movement needs to be changed. 

 

Open Mixed Pairs: There will be one big trophy and two dishes for the 

Champion. Council proposed TN to sponsor the prizes for the 1st and 2nd 

runners-up.   

 

Triangular Interport: Tournament Operations will organize trial, the event 

will be held just before Intercity (same as last year).  

 

Council agreed to pay CC for being Assistant Director in the coming PABF 

Trial. 

 

There was member suggested to add all the penalty scenarios in the 

declaration letter for trial. Council disagreed with this approach as it is 

difficult to list out all the scenarios and need to review case by case. 

 

DZ asked all council members to think about how to promote HKCBA 

such that more people will join as member and more members to join the 

tournament. LC suggested canceling the membership fee. CL objected as 

this is unfair to some of the members who have joined the life membership. 

DZ said we should maintain the membership scheme as it will affect the 

voting system, we can consider reduce the membership fee. This issue to be 

discussed in the next Council Meeting. 

 

 

The next Council Meeting will be held on March 22, 2010. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LC/WK 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All 
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��������	  

Members of the Youth Team have to Improve 

their Card-Reading Ability 

 
2 � 4 �� BBO ��� Leo � HK youth team�	
 ,�� youth team
�
�

����� ,����� : 

On 4 February 2010, I watched Leo practising with some members of the HK Youth 

Team at BBO. I discovered that the Youth team members had to improve their 

card-reading ability. Let’s see an example. 

 

Board 6  EW/E 

The cards of East and West are as follows: 

��

  ª   Q542             ª   K6                

         ©  852             ©   107 

     ¨ � K76                 ̈    A9543 

     § � KQ2               §    AJ65 

����������	
�

�
 ��������������������
���������

������������������������� ¨ �����������

�������� ª ������������ � § �����������

�������� ¨ �������� ©����� ������� �����

�������� ¨ �����������������

�

��� � ©���� !" � ©��� #$%&!" � ' � ¨ �� ()*' ������ �+,
 �����

-. ¨ ����� !/ � 01#' �� ª � �2� �� 3� � 456/
 �

West leads 3 rounds of © AK3 and you ruff the 3rd ©. You then play ¨ 4, followed by 

8, K and Q.  You cannot see J 10 and 2 of ¨  yet. Then you play ª 2 from dummy to 

your ª K. Only 8 cards remain in each hand. 

����������������������������������������

��������� ª ������������������� ª ��� �

��������� ©��!!����������� � ©���!!�

��������� ¨ ��" ����������������� ¨ �� �#��

��������� § ��������������������� § ����� ��

789�: ª ��� ;<=>9�: � ¨ ��#?+?@�
 � ¨ �� AB/ � C+? � D

EF$ � GH9 � ª � I � ¨ � J�: � KLMN � C? �$ @�& � "O�P � ©�� Q ©����

�-. � R � �§ �S.R � TE.
U � VWXY � ¨ � B/VMZ %&0D8�[�



 � \]K^
 � _`a � ¨ � bc�� � d��e � ¨ ���� f'
 � ��gh�. �



12 

/ � ¨ ���� / ©��$ @�P � ©�� T. � / %�#8]i^
 � +j$% � Dkl�. �

/ � § � �

�mA ���� 
U#n�Lo �$ p�qr]sA' ª �� t ª �� u+Z

v � ¨ � 
Rw � xy�5 %�

There is still a ª  loser. You can lose one ¨ .  Now, do you believe that North has a 

singleton ̈ Q?  If you don’t, you have to draw trumps and get ready to lose a ª  and a 

¨  trick and make your contract. If you believe, (North has bid 2© in the 2nd round. He 

has only 3 hcp in © and no hcp in § . He must have distribution.  So singleton ¨  can 

be reasonable). You have read the cards of South.  Play side suits first and then play 

¨  to throw in South. Let South lead from 10 and 2. Now you know that South has 4 ¨  

and 3 ©. (North has bid © and he should have 5+ ©.)  If you have to eliminate the 

side suits and not be ruffed., South must have 4 § .  The shape of South has to be 

2344 before you can succeed.  (The declarer in practice plays ª  and then ª . He 

disregards the distribution of ¨ . The result is one down.) 

�

qrz�
A �����'�(���)*�+������������(�����*)��),�
���������� ������

���������������������� ª �������"��

���������������������� ©�����# ��

��������������������� ¨ � ��

����������������������� § �� "��

���������� ª ������������������ � ª �� � �

���������� ©���������������� � ���� ©�� ��"�

���������� ¨ ��" ����������� � ���� ¨ �� �#����

���������� § ���������������� � ��� § �� �� ��

���������������������� ª �� �#�

���������������������� ©�� ����

���������������������� ¨ �� ������

������������������������ § � ��#���
�. 4 /  §  {M#
8| ,e�}~4 8 /
f ,t] 4 "  §  ,J4 4 /
1 ,2f  

South has 4 § . It meets your requirement.  Based on the last 8 cards, play 4 rounds of 

§ . You have following 4 cards remaining: 

     ª  6  © -  ¨   A95  §     -        

��

Y  South’s 4 remaining cards are as follows: 

     ª  J  © -  ¨   J102  §    - 

#-8•'  ª , €•@‚'ƒ„ ,#�m;<�  ¨ A95 f…� 2 :KL  

MN .†‡‚ˆ ,�#&�)F$1 ,Cy�'  ¨ 2,‰#�m]+L ,89 2 :  © ,1

:  ª  ,2 :  ¨ . ��Š‹Œ#•v ,#Ž+�•• ,‘•’‚“ ,”+;• . 

You only need to give a ª .  Whatever North returns, you can win 2 tricks from ̈  

A95 and make your contract.  However if South plays¨ 2 when you draw the 1st 

round of trumps, then your contract will fail. You have 2©, 1 ª  and 2 ̈ .  Now, the 

opponents have given you a chance but you have not grasped it. Isn’t it a pity for you 

to return back the gift? 
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�

–�— � ˜�

 � &™"š� � ¨ �� ›œP•� ��

At the other table, West jump raises to 3¨  in the 2nd round. It appears to be too 

proactive.  

�

t��žŸ ¡¢+v�
£¤¥
�¦ 
�

Let’s see another example that the defence errs due to inability to read cards. 

–�§
 � �¨ -).+��+��/ L©ª� �$�)+�0�% ˜ �

Another board (both/S).  A youth team member sits West and he holds:  

ª ����# ��� ©����� ¨ �������� § ������

�
 �1�����	�

��������������������
���������

�������������������������� � ©�

� ª ������� ©������� ª ������� ª �

� ª ������!�������!������ � § �

�!������ � ©���������������

� � ª �� ()'
 � ª ��������$ «¬? ­ � ®¯° %���±2

 � &™: ƒ

„ � ±2 
�

West first leads ª A, which is followed by ª  5, 10, and 2 (standard signal, a big 

welcome).  After seeing the dummy’s hand, what should be the 2nd lead?  Dummy’s 

hand is: 

ª � �"��� ©�� ����� ¨ ����� ���� § ����"�

²³´2&™:' �� ¨ ���

e#���±2

I�
µ ¶· � p�TE. " / � ©� B/ ª � 45¸/
 � -.

�¹º» � W � / ¨ �� / � § � £¼0 � / � § � klA ��� ½ ��� #' � ¨ � nMZ � ¾

¿DTE � § � ÀÁ8ÂAB/ � ¨ DTE. " / � § � 0ÃÄ

U‡+mTE�

� ª � 7._Å8�Æ � CAB/ � ¨ � �#� ª � 1 � ÀÁTEÇ � ª �� #��
_

È�/ � ÉÊ#Ë � �Ì&™:' � ¨ � 
ÍÎA � Cy' � § � Ïp�. § ��� ÍÎ

ÐÑ 20Ã7.Ÿ Ò:Ñ 2Ó#XYÀÁ
 � ¨ AB/n�ÔÕMN1 � 8ÖÖ0

×m
MZØ � 7.€ÙÚº»;<ŸÛMN � ‰�ÜÝ{M�
IÞn
 '
 ��

West’s second lead is ¨ A. Based on dummy’s hand and the bidding, the declarer 

should have 7 © and singleton ª .  There is one case for the remaining 5 cards, i.e., 2 

�  which should be AK or AQ before your play of ¨ A was reasonable, else you should 

have attacked � .  If your partner has a singleton ¨ , then he would have 7 � .  If your 

partner has such a good shape, he might have bid 5ª .  Most important of all, if your 

partner has a singleton ¨ , he should have played the smallest card - ª 4 when you 

played ª A – to hope that you would switch your attack.  The explanation given by 

West to play ̈ A is that he was afraid that the declarer would have �  AQ if he played 

a � .  Is this explanation reasonable?  If so, how can you have defensive tricks?  

When you consider that your partner has to have a singleton ̈  before you can defeat 

the contract, you need to think whether this assumption is reasonable.  Are there any 
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other ways to defeat the contract? Which one is more likely given the bidding and the 

cards played?  

qr ���

A �

In practice, the cards of East and South are: ������������

ª ���������������������������

����������������� ©�����

�������������������� ¨ ��"��

�������������������� § �����#���

����������� ª ����

����������� ©�������#"��

����������� ¨ ���#�

����������� § ��� ��

ßà0áâ � 8ãäå æ -).+��+��/� �m8ç	�
 � ¾¿Wèé�êëìí �

#î€s…ï � Ý+k‡é�ðñìí ��

I write this article to remind the HK Youth Team to practise more card-reading else 

you would not be able to win when you meet the strong Asian teams, not to mention 

the strong world teams. 

�

tòÙÚ™� � �ž�óôõö÷ 

� � p�øù]ú’ � `ˆ�G
 �$ ½û‡ �

üýþ � Š‹

 � #~ÉÊ
Rw %j# �� ‚ˆ �

I’ll quote 2 other examples – one of which appeared in the Spring Competition in 

Shenzhen. The declarer has originally played wrongly but he read the cards correctly 

(or luckily the opponents’ cards distributed as per your wish) and saved the contract. 

������������������ ª �� �"��

������������������ ©�� �#��

������������������ ¨ �� �#���

������������������ § �� �#��

�������� ª ����� ������������ ª � ��#���

�������� ©������ ���������� ©���!�

�������� ¨ ������ ���������� ¨ �����"���

§ � ��� � � �� § � ��" �

������� ª �� ���

������� ©������"���

������� ¨ �����

��������� § �� ������

¡�� � ] � ©� � � § �� � �-9�: � ª �� �: � § � -89�: � ©D;<’ � ¢

A � § Ò�` � e2f' � ©� �±2 �� ��Ç � ¨ �� 01��]ú � ©� _ ���	 -

9�: � ©
]sA\ 
 � ©�� ��_ �� A��Ç � ¨ ��� 
��� . � / � ¨ �$ � Y

±2.z/ � ¨ %��� s � -ÄÉÊ�-. �� / � ¨ ��� ¾¿]+L � 7Ä � �-. ���

/ � ¨ � ¢A] � ¨ �� $% � ¨ �� •' � ª �� � a � § � � ª ™�� � t$% � ¨ � � � ª ��

J4 �� /
1 � LC5» � 
�
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South is the declarer of 4©. West leads § 5. Based on a preliminary estimate, the 

declarer can win the contract by losing only 1 ª , 1 §  and 1 ©. Declarer wins the 1st §  

and leads ©2 to Dummy’s K. East discarded ¨ 5. Declarer discovers that he has played 

© wrongly. The safest play to guarantee losing 1 © only is to play © A 1st.  Now, the 

biggest problem is that East has discarded ¨ 5, showing at least 5 ¨  (because Dummy 

has 4 ̈ ). Since there’s no other way to make the contract, Declarer hopes that East 

has only got 5 ¨ . Declarer then plays ¨ A, ruff a ̈ , gives a ª , uses the 2 bridges for §  

and ª  to ruff ̈  and ª . The 4 remaining cards of each hand are as follows: 

������������������� � ª �� !�

������������������� � ©���#��

������������������� � ¨ ���#�

������������������� � § ���#�

������������ ª � ������������� � ª ������

������������ ©�� ��� ��������� � ©���!�

¨ � � � ! � � � � � � � � � � ¨ � � � ��

§ � ! � � � � � § � �"�

����� � ª ���!�

����� � ©������

����� � ¨ ���!�

�������� § � ����

01#e2f•' � § � €•�'‰/
 � #î;<… � � ©��� _`™: � VW� �

…�  : � ©KLmN ��

Now, you give a §  from your hand. No matter what West will return, you can win 

©AJ. 

 

t��� � A � ³ �
3 �� ÷
� ��

Another example is taken from the NEC Cup Final Competition this year. 

��������������������� ª ��  �

��������������������� ©�������

��������������������� ¨ ��������

��������������������� § �����#���

ª � � #�� � � � � ª � ��"���

©� � ��" ��������� � ©� � ���#�

¨ � � #� � � � � � ¨ � � ���"�

§ � �� ������������ � § �� ��"�

������� ª �� �������

������� ©������

������� ¨ ��������

�������� § � ���

� . � � �� � � � ¡@ � ]  ¨ �� � � ¨ "� ! #+���

 � "" #
 # p �
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C+ $ � d#�z�
 � #��G��

 � •MN %‚�Ñ 2C7A+ $ � D�ð

ñ &' C ()* �
 + � \ , Ò: � § �� : �� ª �� : �� ©� ;< # ' � : �� ¨ -� -

 : $©� . 2‘8jF�)$ %�V-. �� : � kl / Ì � ª � £¼C � ª R 0 +ZÖ

1�C �!�� Vkl�A � / � #n�Lo $¾¿.;�j� 1 $% %~<@&�:

a2f � ¨ � Ò� � / � ª � Lo � ' � ª ��� Ç � § � $% ª � 
 � § ��� $% � § � t$% � ª � L

C5» � 
�

Both sides are vulnerable. East and West are silent throughout.  North is the declarer 

of 6̈ .  The first attack is ¨ 7.  Please do not look at the cards of East and West and 

attempt to be the declarer yourself.  If you cannot see 4 hands, can you read the cards 

of East and West correctly and bring the contract home?  If you cannot, let’s see how 

the World Champion read the cards accurately. Let’s count the winning tricks – 2§ , 1 

ª , may be 1 © and 6 ̈  (if © was won by the opponents, then they would draw one 

more trump). As there are only 10 tricks, it is necessary to finesse ª  correctly.  If the 

distribution of ª  is not favourable, e.g., 5-2, then you can only succeed if East has 5 ª  

(else East can over ruff).  Therefore, North wins the 1st trick using ̈ A in his hand. 

Finesse ª , succeed and play ª A to discard a § , ruff a ª , play § AK and ruff a § , and 

ruff a ª . The remaining cards are as follows: 

�������������������� ª ��!�

�������������������� ©������

�������������������� ¨ ����

�������������������� § ��#�

ª � ! � � � ª � � ��

©� ��"��������� ©� � ����

¨ � #� � � ¨ � � ����

§ � ������������ § ���!�

������ ª ����

������ ©�����

������ ¨ �����

������ § ��!�

��@e2f' � ©�� �Ò� � ‚' 2 �/
 � Ù 3 � :î 4 p� � 5 
ï �"456� –

�—VA  ¨ �� 6 ] 7/ � ª �� Wè��‹
 89 � &™: � ª � / Lo � &!:7' ��

ª � Ñ 2Ct' � kla®$% � _`Ò: : + ; � 5 
 7/ � ª � 
xyA5™ �$ <

ˆ =/ � 7/ Lo
•v > +ç � 6 C � ª � 
Rw+ ? � -. @/ Lo � KL  ¨ �


•vn A ® %�

Now, North plays ©Q from his hand, won by East. Whatever card is returned by East, 

the remaining 4 cards belong to the declarer.  The declarer’s team wins 17 IMP for 

this board.  The other table also plays 6¨  but the declarer back-finesses ª K. Even if 

the cards of East and West interchange with each other and the 2nd finesse is 

successful, do you still play ª  the 3rd round? If so, you have to ruff with a big trump.  

Finally, the number of winning tricks is insufficient and the result of back-finessing ª  

is down 2. (Actually, the chances for a successful normal finesse and a backward 
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finesse are more or less the same.  However, if the distribution of ª  is not favourable, 

a successful normal finesse will have a better chance to accomplish 6¨ .) 

 

� 3 � 2 � AGM 
Ì BCD � ,é�™¨²³í© ,��Q E K � +�
 ,q� F

ß GH ²³´2
L I . 

In the AGM Pairs Competition held on 2 March 2010, I met 2 youth team members 

and found that they cold not read cards. It made me worrying about the development 

of the youth team members. 

               ª    J964 

                ©   3 

                ¨    4 

               §    KQ76543 

     ª   AQ1083          ª    5 

     ©   Q10876           ©   J94 

     ¨    Q105              ¨    AJ97632 

        § � --                   §   A8 

               ª    K72 

               ©   AK52 

               ¨   K8 

                   § � J1092 

�
  Bidding   Nil/N 

           W    N     E    S 

                 --     1̈     -- 

          1ª    3§    --    3NT 

          4©      --      --      X 

          � +�  All pass 

�  § K,ßª� ,±2'  § A,2fÇ  ª 3.&™:±2'  ©9,�@ J * ,È © ,01�

TK � [ K ß2f

 ,ÌQµ‡ ,L ¢z±2 ,ß

UkA 5530,CA 6520,&�

:�mÇ  ¨ ,+vÇ  ª  ,&!:] © ,��2 ,�® M� .�
 NO ,P ¬‚'  ¨ j

1 �LN .ßÖ QR ²³í©
 ST ,TÅ U Q E ç	 N �
 .(V% ‡� W,ß XY

A Z 2 ,C� 3 § [ `� 3¨  V>+v��²³í©+�
 ,‰‘A–� \] ) 

North first led § K. I sat West. I played § A and discarded ª 3. For the 2nd trick, I 

played ©9 from dummy, North and South both followed low. At this time, South 

should have clearly understood my cards completely. To him, I was the 4th Dummy. 

The shape of my hand should be 5530. If it was 6520, I should have discarded a ¨  

instead of a ª .  I then played a ©, won by South.  South, who might not have the 

habit of reading cards, returned a ¨ .  I made 4©, up one.  I want to advise the 

teachers of the youth team members that they should emphasize on the training of the 

card-reading ability of the youth team members. (Additionally, I would like to add 

that my partner was a new player.  If she bid 3¨  after 3§ , then I might not able to 

discover that the Youth Team Members did not read cards. This is another question.) 
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Slow Bidding for Good Hands 
 

Ä
 ^ �A� _� 

�®� ` ,� Y � 
ï a A<Ò: b- 
 ,Ó#˜Ä
1 ,

;< ^^c\ ÀÁ

U ,®
 
¨ d ,<� e*b- Ò: ,R- f #® Mgb 


Ò: ,u+ h ÌG * .ß<0) Life MasterC ÷

Y� ,��åæ i ç j 2 ,:k

<ÆY le ,! �5 m §&!ž ,#A� ,B‹. � ,ÀÁ n � 1NT(15 – 17),#˜    

ª AKQ6   © AQJ96  ̈  Q9  § �84 #. 18Æ,o 2 � 33 – 35 Æ,p Æ
 qr ,� .

s"t ® uv ,4—�� 6NT+1,.�—V>A¥v ,w �  4© ½ 5© ,� 710R ,ßÖ

0
#+ 6 . 2 ¹ A,7. 5 / x ,Ò: A ç ,;< ^^ � ,�C#\Ë y t� 2ª  ,

ÀÁ� 3© # z � 3ª  ÀÁ z � 4§  # \{| / ,ÀÁ } 3 ¹ ,#� 5NT,ÀÁ }  6̈  

.  ¨ K,���Y ~ ,-ghÀÁ.  ©K, ¨ AK, § A � � 14Æ,ø. 12Ò: ,(W ª  3  

©5 ̈  3 § 1)7. 1-3Æ� g ,.  ª  J ½  ¨ J ½ÀÁ  ª 2 /  ;<$%�: ,½  ª  3 / ,

7.Š‹  ª 33R • 
•v ,_ > -.  § Q,V.� / 
•v ,0>ç•v € �� • ,

‚ h+ 1 P 80%Ñ ?Wè�_`  

Slow bidding for good hands (“slow arrival”) is a great improvement in modern 

bridge because the winning or losing at bridge depends on the number of tricks won.  

When you hold a good hand, you have to ask your partner slowly about the shape and 

the position of the high cards in order to calculate the number of winning tricks 

correctly. The hcp only help you to estimate the number of winning tricks but it is not 

accurate.  I shall use some boards in the Life Master Pairs Tournament held in 

December 2009 as examples to show that many experts in Hong Kong still use hcp as 

their standard.  Please seethe 3rd board in the 2nd Session. 

You are East, both vulnerable, partner opens 1NT (15-17), you hold ª AKQ6   

©AQJ96    ̈ Q9   §  84. You have 18 hcp yourself and 33-35 hcp jointly. Due to 

the influence of hcp, no one tries grand slam.  4 table bid 6NT+1. One table has 

stopped at 4© or 5© possibly due to misunderstanding and get 710 IMP.  As you 

have got not just 2 A but also a suit of 5 cards, you can have many winners.  

Therefore, you can bid slowly. For example, you can first transfer to 2© and then bid 

2ª .  Partner bids 2© and you cuebid 3ª , partner cuebids 4§ .  You ask for key cards. 

Partner replies 3 keycards and you bid 5NT.  Partner replies 6̈  showing. ̈ K.   

            W     N     E     S 

                                   Pass 

            1NT    pass     2¨     pass 

            2©     pass     2ª       pass 

            3©     pass     3ª       pass 

            4§       pass     4NT    pass 

            5§       pass     5NT    pass 

            6̈      pass     ? 



19 

Up to now, you know your partner has ©K, ¨ AK, § A, a total of 14 hcp and you have 

12 winning tricks (i.e. ª  3, © 5, ̈  3 and §  1).  There is still 1-3 hcp not yet 

known –ª J or ̈ J.  If partner has 2 spades, then you can ruff a ª . If partner has 3 

spades and the distribution of opponent’s spades is 3-3 break, then there is a chance to 

have a grand slam.  If partner has got § Q, there is still a chance for finesse.  With so 

many chances added together, the possibility to make a grand slam is greater than 

80%, 

 

Please see the following 3 boards in the second session.      

 

#01 : ; ƒ m� 6NT½ 7©  6 + " -�‡A k„ Æ�
 .ß�ÀÁ� � +ÄW     

1NT      2§  

2¨ � � � 6NT 

 

Now, you can still decide whether to bid 6NT of 7©.  If you don’t try, you bid purely 

based on hcp.  My partner and I did not bid well and we stopped at 6NT. 

 

;�ÙÚ pairVA …›�
 ,-.� 6NT 1 �n. 1470R .�

A  

Perhaps the other pairs had similar bidding, getting a score 1470  when making 6NT 

+1.  West ‘s hand is as follows: 

            ª 75    ©K75    ¨ AKJ10     § A1092 

 

A+A † 
D. 13 : . 

Isn’t that you can claim 13 tricks immediately when the cards are laid down? 

 

ß ‡ Ö � .� pair "t ® uv ,ˆ ¬ † 
ø. 13 : .ßÉÊåæíÅ U 0Æ ,¾ ‰

Wè� PABF 
 C ÷ ,Vü ‚Š ï ‹ í . 

I guess that that not a single pair has attempted grand slam.  I hope that the Hong 

Kong can emphasis this point else it will be difficult to win strong teams in the PABF 

tournament.. 

 

t��� ,� m § 14ž :�@‹

A  

Let’s see another example. 1st session, Board 14.  The cards of North and 
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South are as follows:  

                   ª   KQ93 

                   ©   1052 

                   ¨   J432 

                   §    95 

 

                   ª    A104 

                   ©   AQ 

                   ¨    AKQ107 

                   §    AK4 

�� n �ì
 2§  ,@� Œg�� ,.� control,�� • � 3NT,‚ h30ÃÄ

î

+ Ž"uv Ñ ,&™ • � 3¨  ,ÀÁv passÑ ?̧ —f.!— w � 3NT,î…� 12: ,

< ˆTEA_+Ä
xyqrŽ � � 75%
L • .–™—�� uv ,îS.]L ,

- � 12.5%.Ùq�� 6NT ½ 7¨ , -8+ /  © ] ‘ 
 (C/  © 
 M’ ® ),D�m

Lo .6̈ 2 �Ü]sîv # L ,V>A C pair 
 “” ,• ´ 6NT +8 6¨  ½ 7¨ + .

Ùq��øgÀÁ.� K,�L �[– ,——ÀÁ.€ Q ½ J,‚ h+TEÑ ? Cy

�� 3¨  ,@Dgh ,Q •˜ . ª  K,Q ̈ J !/.a

 ,€ �  §  � / ,�™ # En

2§  . 9 trick 
‡s ,�C š�  ¨ . 5 / ,Öd@+“ 6 ̈  îü ‚ . 

South opens strong artificial 2§ .  North informs South that he has one control.  

South bids 3NT directly even though he holds such a good hand.  If he bids 3D, will 

his partner pass?  3 out of 5 tables stopped at 3NT and obtained 12 tricks.  Though 

it ought not have good result, it actually got 75%. Two other tables bid small slam but 

could not make it and so they got 13.5% only.  In fact after bidding 6NT or 7¨ , if 

you do not finesse © but squeeze the opponents (a higher possibility than finesse), 

then you can succeed. 6¨  must succeed whether you finesse or squeeze.  As it is a 

pair tournament, most prefer to play 6NT instead of 6̈  or 7̈ .  In fact, South has 

already known that North has a King.  Before bidding game, South should ask North 

for Q or J.  If South bids 3¨ , then North will know.  North has got 3 useful cards - 

ª KQ, ̈ J and also a doubleton in § . As you say that that opening of 2§  would mean 9 

tricks, if South has shown 5-carder ¨ , then it will not be difficult for North to bid 6¨ . 

 

���

A  

The hands of East and West are as follows: 

        ª   J875        ª   62 

        ©   KJ96        ©   8743 

        ¨    965         ¨    8 

        §    108         §    QJ7632 

5}0ž
 ,< ˆS. uv ,¡¢Š‹  �  © ,ÀÁ › � 6¨  ,�  ©� D�m # L ,  

There should not be any slam for the following board.  However, opponents 

interfered by bidding ©. Partner ventured to 6¨ .  On 1st lead of ©, the slam must 

succeed.  
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                           ª   QJ9 

                           ©   KQ7632 

                           ¨    J7 

                           §    93 

������������� ª �� ��� ������������� ª �� �"�����������������  

             ©   AJ98      © 

               ¨    Q108             ¨    AK9653 

               §    Q64            §    A75 

                            ª   854 

                            ©   1054 

                            ¨    42 

                            §    KJ1082 

 

5 
& 16
 ,��. � ,ßª� ,n  � 1§ ,5�� 2©, ÀÁ\ €œ ,_`�� 6¨ , ß

XY@�  © f• p� ,Q
  © u+Ä ,C. KQ107 > +ç , #�’
 , �#S

. ž �MN1 ,DAÉÊÀÁ ©, ��ÀÁ Ÿ   ’  ©, Ž f p�KLMN .( 

ª  ½  ¨  î+�LN ).–�‹} ,C@+� ,��� 1¨ [ `v� 1 ©,�  © �.� ¡ ,

® M Vv ¢ –! pair �Ã ,w � 3NT. 

This is the 16th board.  EW vulnerable.  I sit West and open 1§ . My LHO bid 2©.  

My partner doubles 1st and later bids 6̈.  I consider that North’s bid of © has helped 

the declarer.  His © suit is not good.  If his © suit has KQT, then it will be more 

appropriate.  You have bid but you cannot win the auction, then you hope that your 

partner will 1st lead ©.  Now, your partner has followed your order to lead © but it 

has helped the declarer to make the contract (if South leadsª  or ̈ , the contract cannot 

be made).  On the other hand, if North does not bid, West will respond 1© to East’s 

1¨ .  When the strength in © is shown, we will likely stop at 3NT like 3 other pairs.   

 

Here’s another example: 

_`t���                ª   875 

                           ©   K96 

                           ¨    J10853 

                           §    43 

ª � 92� � � � � ª � AK3 

©� 42� � � � � ©� AQ875 

                ̈    AK64               ̈ � 2 

                §    J10652               § � � � AK87 

                           ª � QJ1064 

                           ©   J103 

                           ¨    Q97 

                           §    Q9 
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5 
��‹ £ 2-. 28R ,ˆ ¬¡¢�@‹
  §  A 2-2Rw  ©K Ì¨ ,7§  A ¤


 ,��  6§  7ATE
 + .�C] 2/1,� n � 1©,�T 1NT,� 3§  (19 – 20GF) �



 ,5 /  §  I  ¨  AK,•˜f 4 :<� ,�� 6§  u ¥‚¦ .qr-. 1 —�� u

v ,2 —w � 5§ , 2—w � 3NT,A+A p Æ
 qr ,+ ; 33R+ § “ uv ? 

East and West have only 28 hcp jointly.  However, as the §  of North and South are 

2-2 and ©K is on side, 7§  is cold and one should be able to bid 6§ .  If we use 2/1, 

East opens 1©, West responds 1NT.  East bids 3§  (19-20 GF). The 5-carder §  and 

¨ AK can help to win at least 4 tricks and it is not difficult to bid 6§ .  In practice, 

only 1 table stopped at slam, 2 tables stopped at 5§  and 2 tables stopped at 3NT.  Did 

they dare not bid slam because they had less than 33 hcp? 

�

�
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Hand Valuation 
 

Ð ¨ ß E aÆ� ©g ß E 

 ª ,ß « ?# ¬ ø�� ,Ó.
U1 ,0Ü g- ü+

G ,�ð ­ . ® : , m ¯ 
 ° c ,6 . ±bQ ' ,� ‹$
 ®,1 P 191 ,{Mm ¯


+�!R [ � ._ ² � < <I Fought The Law of Total Tricks>g- 
 ª 
‹s‘

³– �’� ` .´ B‡ ,£ 2 * m$
` ,£ 2
. µ Æ(WP)� 19-21Æ1 ,¤:


®, Y™¹_ ¶x 
/ ,[ � ,0D$
U
 �·¸¹ �“ . 

We usually assess the value our hand by high card points (HCP).  I believe that you 

have already discovered early that when you have a shapely hand, the valuation will 

not be accurate.  In the previous century, the Law of Total Tricks (LTT) was 

introduced. However, based on statistics, when the total number of tricks of both sides 

exceeds 19, the probability that it will follow the Law is less than 1/3.  A recent book 

“I Fought The Law of Total Tricks” has advanced the methodology for valuing hands.  

In simple words, when the trump suit has been agreed and the joint Work Points (WP) 

is between 19-21, the number of losing tricks is equal to the sum of the 2 shortest suits.  

This has taken distribution into account.   

 

º»# sA ,� * m$
` (£ 28. 8 /½<�$
 ) 

(1) g- #�ÀÁ £ 2_ ¶ ™x®¼ (SST),a 13½ “ 5, .� '
DA˜ 19-21WP

1 ¾¿ � ;� �
Ò: , . 

(2) g-£ 2
 WP.À 19-21
Æ� ÁÂ«CA . 

(3) ÃÄ WP C 19-21
 ÁÂ ç½ � .� g- '
Ò: , �Y Å 3 ¹ ÆÇ (�È )


WP € � (½ “ ) 1 : . ��ˆ‡ :(�@. � ) 

Practically, when the trump suit has been agreed (the total number of trumps in both 

hands should be 8 or more): 

(1) Estimate the sum of the 2 shortest suits (SST) of yourself and your partner, deduct 

it from 13. The difference will be number of winning tricks that you would expect 

to get when you hold 19-21 WP; 

(2) Estimate the joint WP and compare the point range of 19-21; 

(3) Based on the difference between WP and 19-21, estimate the number of winning 

tricks by adding 1 (deducting 1) per 3 WP in excess (or in deficiency). 

 

For example: (NS vulnerable) 

 

                 ª   xx 

                 ©  xx 

                 ̈   Jxxx 

                 §   AKQxx 
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                 ª   Void 

                 ©  Kxx 

                 ̈   AQxxx 

                 §   J109xx  

£ 2$
A  §  _ ¶x A  ª  (0 / ), © (2 / ) ,Ò: , 13-0-2=11.£ 2 20 Æ,WCy   

©A �� , ©K D. µ ,£ 2. µ Æ WP=20,£ 2<  §  Y$
 ,;<… � 11 :  ,¦ q

* AC 5 ,� Y�

A : 

The agreed suit is § , and the shortest suits are ª  (void) and © (doubleton).  Number 

of winning tricks = 13 – (0 + 2) = 11. Joint HCP = 20.  When East has ©A, ©K will 

be workable.  Joint WP = 20. If §  is used as trump, NS can win 11 tricks . In fact, it 

is the case because East’s hand is: 

      ª   AQxxxx  © AJxxx   ¨  x   §    x              

 

Cy  ¨ K V�� ,¼A Kx ™/ , £ 2
  ¨  AQJ 
. µ ÆW WP= 10Æ, ;<3 5

: ,L ¢.  ¨ K �Ã ,0Ã WP=23, �� , b- '
Ò: , Y 13-0-2=11t € 1,(C

19-21Æç 2 Æ,F É 1 : )#;<Ò � 12 : ,Cy  ©A �  ¨ K î�� ,# £ 2


WP=10+7=17( §  =10Æ, ̈  =7Æ),b- '
Ò: , t ½ 1 : ,(C 19-21� 2 Æ,F É

1 : ).C��Y 13-0-2(™¶x )-1(F É, )=10 : .� ¢ {| 
 ,¢ ��  ©A �  ¨ K,

� Ê ��7A�� ,D8 „ # ÃÄ Ó1
�
º» ˆ¶· .(.1V.ýþ ),��A

óôõö÷
q Š 
� ,qr�
  

If East has also got ¨ K and he also holds Kx only., then the joint WP of ¨ AQJ = 10 

and the partnership can win 5 tricks, equivalent to the holding of ̈ K and the WP = 23.  

Using the above example, add 1 to the total number of winning tricks (13 – 0 – 2) = 

11 (WP exceeds 19-21 by 2, add 1 trick) and you can win 12 tricks. If ©A and ̈ K are 

with East, your joint WP = 10 + 7 + 17 (C = 10 points, ̈  = 7 points), the number of 

winning tricks has to be reduced by 1 (As WP is 2 points is less than 19-21, deduct 1).  

13 – (0 + 2) – 1 (adjustment) = 10 tricks.  Whether the relevant cards, like ©A and 

¨ K, are with East or West, have to be judged by the bidding (sometimes based on 

luck).  The above example was taken from Shenzhen Spring Competition.  The 

actual bidding is: 

 

NS/E       W    N    E    S 

1ª      2NT  (2 ËÌx ) 

           3§       X      3©      pass  ( *3§  =fit ª )  

           4ª       all pass 

@® MGÍ � 5§  ,Š‹v ÎÏ �� 6ª  ,Ð +g ,Š‹7Ï#� 6§  Ñ ,#ÖÖ ,.‰

�) ,Š‹. slam,v � Y#
+�£+� slam. 

North may worry that if he bids 5§ , the opponents would easily bid 6ª .  In fact, the 

Opponents are afraid that you would bid 6§ .  Can you recall any previous cases that 

the opponents would not bid slam because you did not bid? 
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� _Ò � ÓÔ ,_Ä#�)��T�
 level,¢ 0ž
 ,€•e‰� ÕÖ×Ø ,� 5§     

A_ ? � Ù ,Š‹7Ï  ¨  K 
¨ d +Ä ,#. 6§  Ñ !eqr

µ� 5§  , 5̈  ,4ª      

îA ¤ 
 .�
 2NT �B‹. � º»5ø� Ú ,��@A <í I >,_`+�A�ú

¥ ,� Y&�@S.Ÿ Ò: ,Ù)S. C AKQxx tÄ
 Û ˜’ ,Cy0Ü Û ˜7

. Ü ¤ ,‰Ý �
 2NT D. \Þ .Cy# ß ¯ ® : , m ¯ ,0ž
ÞÄ{M ,#8�

5§  ,C3 WP+SST̂ b- ,e@

µ�@
 WP=10,. � º» ,;< à ÊÀÁ


WP=7-10,� Y  ¨  x VwM ,ÀÁ
& 5/  ¨  VAÒ: ,~< ® 
 WP;< ³ �F

É ,ÀÁ
 jÌx �m.� B/½ áâ .#
 SST=2½ 3,É ¹Ò: , � WP=19-21

1;<3� 13-2=11½ 13-3=10: ,~<� 5§  A_ ? .(WP+SST
 ãäb- ‹s ,

!åæ I Fought the Law of Total Tricks çŠ® : , m ¯ � è ).   

Modern bidding is competitive. It is best for you to bid to the right level at once.  For 

this board, the best bid is 5§  from whatever angles of consideration.  The opponents 

will even fear that you would make 6§  if ¨ K is situated unfavorably.  The contracts 

5§ , 5̈  and 4ª  are cold.  South has bid his limit with 2NT when having red 

vulnerability.  Now, North is the “captain”.  It’s a mistake for North to pass because 

(1) North has not defensive tricks, and (2) there’s nothing better than a support of 

AKQxx.  If this support will bring a loss, then South’s bid of 2NT has problem. If 

you like the LTT, this board satisfies the Law.  You have to bid 5§ .  Using WP + 

SST for North, WP = 10. When vulnerable, you can hope that your partner’s WP = 7 – 

10.  Since there is also a fit for ¨ , partner’s 5th ¨  can also be a winner.  Therefore, 

the total WP can be adjusted upwards. One of  the partner’s majors must have a 

singleton or void.  Your SST = 2 or 3.  When the joint WP = 19-21, the total 

number of winning tricks = 13 – 2 = 11 or 13 – 3 = 0.  Therefore, bidding 5§  should 

also be the best (For detailed method of calculating WP + SST, please refer to the 

book “I Fought the Law of Total Tricks”) 

 

ß E t��žðñ é ´2
�
 ('�� 2 � 13 � NEC �ƒ ÷� ) 

Let’s see the bidding of World Class players for a board which appeared in the NEC 

Final Competition on 13 February 2010: 

 Both/E             ª    Q 

                    ©   AQ754 

                    ¨    9 

                    §    KJ9643 

            ª    KJ9642        ª   A10853 

            ©   J96            ©   -- 

            ̈    J54            ¨    8762 

            §    Q              §    A1082 

                    ª    7 

                    ©   K10832 

                    ¨   AKQ103 

                    §    75 



26 

\� nê  (Let’s watch the Open Room first) 

       W     N    E   S 

                      Pass    1© 

      1ª       3ª       4©      pass 

      4ª      4NT     X     5§  

      Pass     5©      5ª       pass 

      Pass     ? 

 

ª@A ëìí $ Baliski,QTE�ƒ„ ?  pass,  X,  6©? e ® : , m ¯ ˆ� ,®

$
 , A 21,Cy�@�]L 6©�,��
 5ª � �� 5 2,e WP µ b- ,@ WP=10,

�-. 3+4=7(̈ K � Q+� b- )SST=1+1=2(1/  ª  ,1/  ¨  )¡¢ WP=17,® Ò:

, =13-2-1(F É, )=10,qr<  © Y$
 ,-�… � 10 : .,q Š f ,Baliski � 6© ,

j €œ ,�  ª  �Ò� ,'  §  t  §  5 2,-500.Ìðñ é ´2ˆ î ,jïð � ,V�

Ãü ‚ ¶· .6•˜ ˜@

 ,+v GÍ Ï��‹. 6ª � £+ Û ˜ÀÁ
  © , Û ˜

�‰� ï ,�¢™ s 
¶· . 

Poland’s famous player Baliski sat North.  How should he bid?  Pass, X, 6©, ? 

Based on the LTT, the total number of trumps = 21.  If South and North can make 6©, 

then 5ª  of East and West should be at least down 2.  Using WP, North’s WP = 10. 

South’s WP = 3 + 4  = 7 (¨ K and Q cannot be calculated).  SST = 1 + 1 = 2 

(singleton ª  and singleton ¨ ). Since WP = 17, the total number of winning tricks = 

13 – 2 -1 (adjustment) = 10. You can only win 10 tricks using © as trump.  In 

practice, Baliski bid 6© and was doubled.  The first lead was ª , East won and played 

§  and then another § , down 2, - 500.  Even world-class players have got judgment 

problems in high-level competitive bidding.  If you hold North’s hand, you would 

not worry that East and West would have 6ª  and not support partner’s ©.  The level 

of support is based on the judgment of the 2 partners. 

 

t� ñê  (we will now watch the Closed Room) 

       W     N     E    S 

                      Pass   1© 

      1ª      3̈      4©      5̈  

      5ª       X       pass   6© 

       ? 

 

ª�
�ÃAðñ í $ Nunes,#XYQTE�ƒ„ ? pass, X, 6ª ? ( ® : , m ¯ ,

Cy#�3 12 : ,�@‹
 6© _ç � 9 : ,t - WP=10+4(ª  Y 10Æ,F�)$ ,   

ª Q $ ò 5 ,L ¢#.  ª Q �Ã ,~<. µ ÆY 10, § Q B/ ,~<+ b ),SST=0+1(©  

0 / . §  �/ ) #
 ® Ò:A 13-0-1-2(WP=14F É, )=10: ,{Mqr
º .q Š

f Nunes� 6ª  j €œ 5™ ,•˜ ,˜�

 ,.0ÃÄ
  ª  Û ˜ ,Qš z � 4©   


� ,A ª� ß EóN 
 ô ‹ .(® : , m ¯ �0ž
 ,�qrº õ«> �: ). 
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Another famous world-class player Nunes sat West.  How should he bid?  Pass, X, 

6ª , ?  Based on the LTT, if you can win 12 tricks, South and North can only win 9 

tricks for 6©. Using WP = 10 + 4 (ª  has 10 points. Draw trump once and ª Q will 

drop. It is equivalent to your hold ª Q. Therefore, WP = 10.  § Q is a singleton and 

therefore cannot be counted).  SST = 0 + 1 (© void, §  singleton).  Your total 

number of winning tricks = 13 – 0 – 1 -2 (WP = 14 after adjustment) = 10.  It 

satisfies the situation.  In practice, Nunes bid 6ª , doubled and down 2.  East had 

excellent support for ª  and he bid cuebid 2© to show his support. This is something 

which is worthy to learn.  (The LTT and the actual result differ by 1 trick.)  

 

t� ���� @���� 	
� ÷

 �

Let’s see another board in the recent 82nd North America Championships: 

�����������0��

����������������� � ª �������

����������������� � ©������

����������������� � ¨ �����" ��

����������������� � § �����"�

ª �  � � � � ª � ���"��

©� � �#�"��������� ©������ ��

¨ � #� � � � ¨ � ���

§ � ��� ��������� § ����#�

������ � ª �� �#����

������ � ©������

������ � ¨ ����������

������ � § ������

�
 ��� ������� ������ 
����� ��

��������������������������� � � ª �

������ � ª ������� ¨ ������� ©������� ¨ �

������ �������� ¨ ������ ©�����������

������ 6�������7������ ���������

 

eq Š ˆ� ,6© ö �_ ?µ y ,� Y 6¨  A ¤ 
 ,ßu+ ÷ L˜�

� 2ª  •˜

8ç�¹  ©Q ½  § Q nÄ .+P ø ¬�ø 
� .  © ,�˜  ©A K Q(_ì
 Û ˜ ),�

m8 € � ,€ �‰� ï _ ? ,„ #
¶· .¾¿+ L ¢ ³ ÀÁ‡ ,#�#

 ,ß ùú

+v Û ˜# ,À ÙC 5 ,+C ³ ÀÁ‡ ,�û Aß E _` ��
 � X � ü ��

Based on the real battle, 6© has achieved the best result because 6¨  is cold.  I don’t 

agree West bidding 2ª  with his hand unless he has one more ©Q or § Q.  As West 

has shown © and East has ©AKQ (the strongest support), East has to raise - the level 

to be raised is based on your judgement - else you are telling your partner that I would 

never support what you bid.  Instead, why not tell partner that “our partnership will 

end today”? 
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t< ® : , m ¯ � � � ‹$
 ®, A ��������� ©� � ¨ 
 Ò: , A ��������� �m ¯

. � : ý> � t� ������ �@‹
 ������ ~<� �������� 1 � ;<Ò… �� : �

�� ������ § � ˆ ¬+� þ : � 6 �+� � § �� ” ; � �� : � ��
 �������

���������� 6 .&!¹ ¶x � ” Ò: ¼ Y ������� &!¹ ¶x � § � � /
F

É 
�������� 
F É 
���� {M
º ��

Using the LTT, the total number of trumps = 10 + 10 = 20 (© + ¨ ).  The total number 

of winning trick s = 12 = 10 = 22, which exceeds the total number of trumps by 2.  

Using WP + SST, the SST of South and North = 3.  Therefore, when WP + 19 = 21, 

South and North can win 10 tricks. Now WP = 28, though § Q cannot win a trick, East 

cannot attack § , so South and North can win 12 tricks.  The WP and SST of East and 

West = 13 and = 1 + 1 = 2 respectively.  As there is a 3rd short suit, the number of 

winning tricks = 13 – 2 + 1 (the adjustment for the 3rd short suit § , which is a 

doubleton) – 2 (the adjustment for WP = 13) = 10.  It complies with the real 

situation. 

�

t�_ ² � !"#$�%#&' �
�ž
 (�

) *+,�,  �-�.#-$/�"!�*0 �$ 1 !*�� !"#$�%#&'(�

�

�������23''������ � ª �� 4���������������

����������������� � ©�����5�

����������������� � ¨ ����65�

����������������� � § ���78���

����������� ª ����65�������� � ª �� 378���

©� ��6�� � � ©� 7����

¨ � 4���8������ � ¨ ���3����

§ � 345�������� � § ������

����� � ª �����

����� � ©���348��

����� � ¨ ���7��

����� � § ��������6��

�

�
 ������� ������� 9������ :������ ��

����������������������������� � � § �

���������� ������� ��������;����� � § �

���������� ������� � § ������;���� 3''��-,,�

�
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I was very happy when my partner Henry Lam bid 3§ . He had no shape and had only 

4 hcp but he had got an important § K.  I consider that this to be a real partnership 

game.  If my ̈  was AQ, I could bid 4§ .  We won 13 IMP. (East played 1ª  at the 

other table).  The opponents won the Champion in the end. 

�

�@
 ����6� ª 4 �b- 
�������� ª ���� ©��
� 6 .& � ¹ ¶x � ~< ��� F É Y

������ &! ¶x � � /F É �� B/F É �� áâ F É �
� ~<� �������� 1 ¾¿

� �
Ò: , A �������� �� ����6� C ����� ÁÂ� 5� ~< � �
Ò: ¼ A

������ : � ��‹;<KL � ª ��5 ¨ � MN ��� 8]Ì � ¨ �
�

�

The joint WP of South and North = 15 (without counting ª J), SST = 3 (ª  = 1, H©= 2).  

As there are 3 short suits, the SST has be adjusted to 3 – 1 = 2 (with a 3rd short suit, 

adjust doubleton by 1, singleton by 2, void by 3).  Therefore, when WP = 19-21, the 

estimated number of winning tricks = 13 - 2 = 11. Now, WP = 15, which is smaller 

than 19-21 by 4, therefore the number of winning tricks = 11 -2 = 9. East and West 

can make 3ª  or 4̈ . (Diamonds have to be played correctly.) 

 

® : , m ¯ - ‹ F$
 ,¡ � �� ’
UI sE 
¶·� ������� 
 á ÆA ( � �

‹ ��� ü Ë ��� Vü � 1 � D� � +’
U
 � a � � ÆA� gb «ø�‹�3ç

� : � �	 .
U � VW ��� ü Ë 1 � ýa«ø
¶· �� ¶· £ 2.ç � . µ ÆI

¶xIÖ 
� n���MZ
mN ��

�

The LTT emphasizes on the number of trumps and neglects the shape and human 

judgment.  The weakness of SST + WP is: if the SST of one side is low and WP is 

also low, then it is not possible to use the shape fruitfully. The strength of SST is that 

it helps you side to estimate the number of winning tricks especially when you have 

held short suits.  Only when you use your own judgment (to estimate the joint WP 

and the length of shortest suits) can you bid the reasonable contract.�

�
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�
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�
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�

�
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�

�
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Our nearby city, Shenzhen, basically hold a Swiss Teams tournament in every 

season.  The event is sponsored by Geely AutoMobile Holdings Ltd this year. 

 

The event is in 8 rounds of 12-board Swiss Team format.  4 rounds on 

Saturday and 4 rounds on Sunday, which shall not be too harsh for most 

players.  All boards are shuffled by hands, and thus making the competition 

more fun.  I have formed a team to participate this year.  The event is really 

exciting and the hands are interesting.  However, there are no hand records 

for discussion after the event, we could hardly recall the hands for discussion 

afterwards.   

 

Our team won the first 7 matches, but lost greatly in the last match.  We 

ended up to be the 2nd runner up. 

 

One of the hands was as follow: 

 
� � �

�

ª �?���1�0�

©� ��.�>�

¨ ���0�

§ �?���9�1�

�

ª � ���
�>�

©�2�1�

¨ � ���
�.�1�

§ ���.�>���

� �

� � �

 

 

 

 

 

You were West, lead the ¨  9 (0 / 2), declarer put up ¨ K, partner followed with 

¨ 5. 

Declarer played another ¨  at 2nd trick, partner discard with ©2 (standard 

signal). 

 

What shall you do now? 

 

Declarer is having 6 cards  ¨ � and 4 cards ©.  Your partner discarded ©2.  

But which black suits did he prefer?    

 

%� @� A� *�

� � § � (�))� � ©�

(�))� � ª � (�))� �@��

(�))� (�))� (�))� �
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The answers shall be, no preference.  If he strongly requested you to shift to 

one of the black suits, he shall either discard a high card in that suit, or discard 

a low card in another suit. 

 

Ok, so now you are going to switch a ª .  But which ª  ?  ª 10. 

 

The whole hand was: 

 
� � �

�

ª �?���1�0�

©� ��.�>�

¨ ���0�

§ �?���9�1�

�

ª � ���
�>�

©�2�1�

¨ � ���
�.�1�

§ ���.�>���

� ª � ��9�B��� �

©��
�9�B���

¨ �B�

§ ���2�B�0�

� ª �.�2�

©���?���0�

¨ �?���2�9�>���

§ ���

�

 

Switching to ª 10 makes life easiest.  Partner could won with ª A and come 

back ª  to establish the ª 7, and cash it out by § A entry.   2NT -1. 

 
The defender making this nice shift, was Mr. GUI Sheng Yue (��� ), the 

Executive Director of the Geely Automobile Holdings Ltd. 

 

Another hand was: 
�
�

�

�

�

�

What did the DBL mean? 

 

South passed over 3ª , so, he did not like the ª  lead. 

East showed his long and strong §  suit, so, he did not like the §  lead. 

 

The DBL then must showing values in the red suits.   

 

It is pity that the opener did not get the right message and still lead the ª , we 

have got 10 tricks and scored +950.  If he led the right red suits, we were 

@� A� *� %�

� ª � � § � � ª � (�))�

(�))� 0 ª � (�))� 0@��

(�))� (�))� ���� (�))�

(�))� (�))� � �
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going to down 2 and got -500. 

 
The defender making the DBL, was Mr. Shen Jia Xiang (��� ), the ex-China 

National Open Team player. 

 

Last hand was about declarer play: 
�
�

�

�

�

�

 
� ª � .� �

©� ����>�0�

¨ �����.�1�

§ ���.�1�>�

�

� � � �

� ª �����2�9�0�

©���1�

¨ �?�B�

§ �����2�0�

�

 

Lead was ©K,  you got in with ©A, cash § AK, RHO did not follow the 2nd 

trump.   

How would you declare the hand?? 
�

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

@� A� *� %�

� ª � (�))� � @�� (�))�

0§ � (�))� > § � (�))�

>@�� (�))� B § � (�))�

1§ � (�))� (�))� (�))�
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The whole hand was: 

 
� � �

�

ª � .� �

©� ����>�0�

¨ �����.�1�

§ ���.�1�>�

�

ª � ��B���

©� ��?�2�

¨ �2�9���

§ �?���9���

� ª �?��
�1�>�

©�.�9�B���

¨ ����
�>�0�

§ �B�

� ª �����2�9�0�

©���1�

¨ �?�B�

§ �����2�0�

�

 

The correct line shall be cashing out ¨  AKQ, discarding the ©. 

Ruff a ©.   

Cashing ª  AK.    

Ruff a ª . 

 
� � �

�

ª � �

©� �� �

¨ �.� �

§ ��� �

�

ª � �

©�?� �

¨ � �

§ �?��� �

� ª �?� �

©�.� �

¨ ��
�

§ � �

� ª �2�9� �

©� �

¨ � �

§ �2�

�

�

Now, ruff a ©.  And play another ª  to score the § J by Coup en passant.  

Nicely done !! 
�

West missed a chance to challenge the declarer, by following the ©Q in the 

previous round of H.  The declarer had to guess West original distribution, 

was 3244 or 3334, he had to lead the right red card from dummy when 3 cards 

ending as above. 

 

The declarer making the 6§ , was the young HKG player, KY Tam. 
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